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The Magazine of the
Wellingborough Grammar School

No. 64 SUMMER TERM, 1964

SCHOOL NOTES
Head of School: P. Lindsell.
Second Prefect : R. Ball.

Prefects :
N. L. Palmer A. Randall
B. J. Ingyon I. Rawlins
W. R. Orton N. S. F. Wills
B. K. Tanner L. E. Pitcher
B. Bellamy P. Coleman
R. L. Coley R. J. Pine
J. E. Pack P. A. Hale
S. H. Allen N. M. Sinclair
H. N. Parr

We say farewell this term to Mr. P. H. Templar (Biology), R. J.
Shaw (English), P. Warren (Physics) and C. W. Andreae (English).
Mr. Templar leaves to become Senior Biology Master at the Cathedral
School, Bristol, and Mr. Shaw, Senior English Master at Leeds Modern
School. Mr. Warren will be going to Tanganyika to take up a Physics
post at St. Andrew’s College, Minaki, Dar-es-Salaam. Mr. Andreae has
been appointed to an English post at Baldock Secondary Modern
School. We thank them for their help and wish them success and
happiness in their new posts.

We offer congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Shaw on the birth
of a daughter and to Mr. and Mrs. R. Bentley and Mr. and Mrs. E. A.
Pritchard on the birth of sons.

We congratulate Mr. R. J. Shaw on the recent publication of his
critical anthology of modern British poetry, * Flash Point ” (E. J.
Arnold).

R. Leslie, an Oxford Blue, and C. Daniels played for the East
Midlands’ Rugby XV, while another Old Grammarian and Oxford
Blue, D. T. Stevens, is scrum-half and captain of Blackheath. Stevens
also played for the Barbarians. We offer them our congratulations and
best wishes for future honours.

During the year the school has sent a considerable sum of money
to Famine Relief. The last school concert raised £3 15s. 0d., the Sixth
Form Carol Service £9 3s. 0d., Carol singing in the district £7 5s. 6d.
and a 2a Form collection at Christmas £1 2s. 3d. In addition £16 has
been contributed by boys and masters to the Pledged Gifts scheme
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organised by a sixth former P. Coleman, and £5 16s. 0d. from sales of
three thriving form magazines, “The Reporter” and “The Andante
Review” (34) and “Our Paper” (3B). At the end of this term, there will
be another barbecue organised by the Sixth Form, which it is hoped
will beat last year’s record of £27.

N. I. Palmer and B. Bellamy played for the Northants. Schools’
Senior XV and nine Grammarians, K. L. Tymkov, K. A. Crossley,
K. D. Shurville, R. J. Gayton, P. M. Layton, P. R. Betts, P. Marriage,
B. Waite and B. L. Gilbert were in the County Under-15 XV which
drew with Gloucestershire. C. J. Francis played for County Schools’
Under-15 Cricket XI against Warwickshire and Lincolnshire.

So many successes have our athletes had, especially the out-
standing national achievements of N. I. Palmer, that there is not space
in these notes to record them. We therefore give them separately
after the article on Athletics.

Both the House Music and Drama Competitions this year were
won by Gryphons. Stags were second to them in the Music and Lions
in the Drama.

The Commemoration Service took place on May 15th when the
address was given by the Vicar of All Saints’, the Rev. C. D. Payne.

The library has been fortunate in receiving the gift of books from
Mrs. Desborough, Mr. Bryan, Mr. and Mrs. Astle, Mr. Aveyard, Mr.
Dunning, Mr. Butler and Mr. R. J. Wrenn, and from the parents of
P. J. Harris who left last year for St. John’s College, Cambridge, five
guineas. We acknowledge their generosity with thanks.

On Monday, March 23rd, about 300 parents watched House Plays
and then attended a Bazaar held by the Parents’ Association. Proceeds
went to the School Amenities Fund. Two meetings were held for the
parents of senior and junior pupils respectively to discuss their sons’
prospects individually with Subject and Form Masters. The Head-
master introduced each session with a talk.

In the Faster holidays the Field Survey Society took a party of
members to engage in scientific and geographical fieldwork in Snow-
donia, under the direction of Messrs. Templar, Tussler, Hyde, Parkin
and Beacham.

A party of boys, accompanied by Mr. M. S. Cheale and the Head-
master and their wives, will leave on July 24th to visit Italy and
Switzerland.

A change in contractors led to unavoidable delay with the new
school buildings but steady progress is now being made.

This year, Prize Giving was moved to Tuesday, July 14th, when
General Sir Brian Horrocks, K.C.B., was Chief Guest and gave his
name to the Senior History Room. A report will appear in the next
number of the magazine.

We wish gratefully to acknowledge the receipt of Contemporaries.
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IN MEMORIAM

John Spencer Jackson (Sept. 1930 — Dec. 1935)
Stanley Griffith Underwood (1943 — 1947)

February 12th
June 17th

ENTRANTS

. BESKINE
. NOBLE

. McILROY
. STURGESS

D. A. MILLARD
D. V. GOFF

J. COOPER

R. M. SCOTT

LEAVERS

Balliol College, Oxford.

St. John’s College, Cambridge.

Charing Cross Hospital Medical School.
Barclays Bank Ltd.

E. Ward (Wellingborough) Ltd.
Thornton Baker & Co.

. BALL

'J. HARRIS

C. BATES

A. BREALEY
PARKER

E. RASH

B. HARDING
HARDING
KING

E. PARTRIDGE
P. RICH

J. ROBINSON
D. WESTLEY

;;ZFHGQ?Q%W&w

AWARDS

Kitchener Memorial Scholarship tenable at Balliol College, Oxford.
Kitchener Memorial Scholarship tenable at Manchester University.
Electricity Board Scholarship tenable at Sheffield University.

Army Scholarship at Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.

R. BALL

S. H. ALLEN
R. G. FISH
P. G. LEIGH

GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION

The following boys were successful in adding subjects to their
Certificates :—

B. WOODHAMS
R. A. DALTON
P. A. ELLIOTT

N. M. SINCLAIR

J. M. BROWN French

R. D. FENNELOW English Language

R. J. GAGE English Language; French
P. A. HALE French

R. D. HALE English Literature

M. E. RASH French

P. R. SHARP English Language

J. W. TYSON Spanish: Chemistry with Physics
R. J. BENOIST English Literature

P. D. CHAMBERLAIN English Language; Spanish
J. E. CLEMENTS Physics

M. S. GLOVER History

P. P. JONES French

N. B. M. STEINER Spanish

J. W. TOMKINS French

J. VALENTINE Mathematics

M. J. LAMBERT Geography; Music

P. G. PARNELL Mathematics

R. J. WHEELER Spanish: Chemistry

J. E. ASTLE English Language; Chemistry
D. H. WILLIAMS Fnglish Literature

N. J. WOOKEY Art

T. S. SHERWOOD Russian

R. W. SOUTHWARD Latin

R. H. ATTEWELL Mathematics

A. RANDALL Engineering Drawing

Engineering Drawing
Latin

Physics

French

Spanish

Russian

Russian

Latin

Russian
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K. R. JAMES English Language

P. A. LAYTON English Literature
D. W. LINE Art
R. PALMER English Language
P. THACKER Physics
T. L. M. WATSON Mathematics
M. K. WEED History; Geography
D. H. HARRIS English Language

CRICKET

Ist XI

With only one regular player, Southward, available from last
year’s eleven we were faced with innumerable problems at the begin-
ning of the season. Some of these resolved themselves fairly easily
though one major problem, scoring runs, remains. Many permutations
of our batting strength have been tried but we are still no nearer the
jackpot. Batsmen who score runs regularly in the second eleven find
the gulf between first and second eleven cricket too wide to bridge.
Although several useful but short innings have been played by various
people, only Ottewell has been anywhere near consistent, yet even
when the bowlers are finding him difficult to dislodge (gloves or no
gloves) he will do his best to run himself, or some other unfortunate,
out.

Our bowlers, on the other hand, have performed reasonably well.
In the current idiom we have an endless supply of medium-pace up and
downers who are difficult to score off but unfortunately are never
likely to run through a geod batting side. Bellamy has looked the pick
of the seamers and he has received useful support from Parr, Moore
and J. A. Barren.

The ground fielding along with the wicket-keeping has been untidy.
Our players seem to lack sufficient concentration in this vital aspect of
the game. Close to the wicket Ellis and Bellamy have fielded very well
and have taken several difficult catches.

W.G.S. 57. N.G.S. 58 for 7 wkts. (Bellamy 4 for 14). Lost by 3 wickets

Put into bat, our innings never got off the ground, and we
struggled to reach 57. When Northampton batted they didn’t have
everything their own way. Bellamy quickly established a psychological
advantage over their early batsmen and a keen struggle ensued. How-
ever, a splendid innings by one of the later Northampton batsmen, the
only person to put bat to ball in the whole game, saw our opponents
home by three wickets.

W.G.S. 71 (Ofttewell 21). King Edward VI, Nuneaton, 72 for 3.
Lost by 7 wickets.

Despite an efficient opening stand by Ottewell and Ellis we again
struggled to score runs and as soon as a slow bowler appeared in the
attack heads went up and wickets went down. Although we captured
two early wickets Nuneaton had little trouble in scoring the necessary
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runs. The least said about our fielding and field placing on this
occasion the better.

W.G.S. 35. Kettering 36 for 1. Lost by 9 wickets.
The above score speaks for itself. Qur batsmen were incapable of
defending their wickets against useful but not devastating bowling. We
were well and truly thrashed by tea-time.

Lawrence Sheriff 91 (Bellamy 4 for 19, Moore 4 for 29).
W.G.S. 92 for 8 (Ottewell 33). Won by 2 wickets.

This match saw the turning of the tide and we registered our first
win. It was also the game in which J. A. Barron split his trousers, the
score-book was lost and extras 34 was our top score. Bellamy and
Moore bowled well to dismiss Lawrence Sheriff for 91 and a very
determined innings by Ottewell saw us safely ‘home. '

Bedford Modern 2nd XI 31 (J. A. Barron 6 for 11 including the
hat-trick). W.G.S. 32 for 2.. Won by 8 wickets.

Bedford Modern batsmen had no answer to the medium-pace
bowling of J. A. Barron and were speedily dismissed. Though we lost
an early wicket we ran out comfortable victors.

Bedford School 105 for 7 dec. W.G.S. 52 for 2. Match drawn.

The first draw of the season. Bedford found runs difficult to score
and eventually left us 75 minutes to score the runs needed for victory.
Against good swing and a variety of spin our batsmen made a very
uncertain and cautious start, their reluctance to go for the runs fortfied
by the loss of an early wicket. Too late they realised that it is easier to
use one’s feet and attack spin than stay leaden-footed and defend
against it. The last quarter of an hour saw a bitterly ironical onslaught
on the bowling.

The following have represented the eleven : R. W. Southward, B.
Bellamy, D. Toseland, S. W. Grant, J. R. Ellis, G. K. Ottewell, P. R.
Moore, B. P. Barron, J. A. Barron, R. T. S. Williams, H. N. Parr, R. G.
Shoemark, S. J. Hillier, P. Allen, D. J. Shortland, J. W. Hilson.

2nd XI

In spite of the repeated “poaching” of players by the st XI, the
2nd XI are enjoying another successful season, the only defeat occur-
ring because of an unexpected batting collapse against Lawrence
Sheriff.

Hillier and A. O. Dobbs proved a sound opening pair, but a
replacement for the former had to be found after his promotion; this
presented a troublesome problem, and after the Lawrence Sheriff
episode, wholesale changes in the batting order had to be made. This
involved the promotion of Parr to open the innings, and also the
promotion of Drew and Buckby in the order. Since these changes,
the batting has improved as the promoted players were discovered to
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be sounder against medium-pace bowling, and a move down the
order gave Grant and Toseland more chance to face the spin bowlers.
A pleasing feature has been the ability of the later batsmen to add
valuable runs to the score at a rapid rate; Joyce deserves special
mention in this category for his swashbuckling innings against Bedford
Mecdern. Together with Tomkins, who has the unorthodox idea of
swinging at every ball until he gets his eye in, at which point he blocks
stubbornly, he played a useful defensive innings against Bedford
School when defeat seemed imminent.

Hilson, Allen, Dobbs and Waite have all played useful innings,
while Drew deserves special mention for the way he has risen from
No. 10 to make the No. 4 spot his own.

The team has been endowed with at least five pace-bowlers in
every match, but some of these are primarily batsmen, and have not
bowled. A team of four pace bowlers has always been an adequate
striking force, except for the match against Bedford School when only
Joyce had any success on a lifeless wicket. Tt was in this game that the
lack of spin-bowlers of any standing was emphasised; it was further
driven home by the fact that the opposition possessed two very capable
“tweakers”.

Buckby and Barron proved a capable opening pair, using pace,
swing and seam bowling to good effect, especially against Kettering
who were demolished in 16 overs. Then Barron was promoted, and
Hodges took his place, but bowled well with little luck until, using a
grip taught by a veteran Wollaston cricketer, he shattered the Old
Grammarians. Parr has been an accurate bowler whose best perform-
ance was against Lawrence Sheriff, whereas Joyce has been valuable
in breaking up stubborn stands, and usually managed to get some life
out of a pitch when others failed.

Drew has kept wicket very efficiently, and if he has a fault, it is
that in his enthusiasm, he will try for catches destined for second slip,
with unfortunate results. The rest of the fielding has not been so
efficient, and many players wander around in a coma, or when a ball
is hit in their direction suddenly develop bow-legs! Much of the
throwing-in has been wild, but credit must be given to Grant, Toseland
and Tomkins especially for raising the standard a little.

Team morale has, in general, been high, and Buckby in his second
year of captaincy has benefited from the previous year’s experience.
Several exciting finishes have been recorded, notably against Nuneaton
who were beaten on the very last ball of the game.

The following have played : Buckby (Capt.), Drew (Wkt.), Parr,
A. Joyce, Hilson, Tomkins, Grant, Toseland, Waite, Dobbs, Hodges,
P. F. Ellis, Hillier, J. Barron, Shortland, P. Allen, R. T. S. Williams.
K. Allen and Smart have scored, and we thank Mr. Templar, Mr.
Alden and associates for umpiring.



Results

Played 8. Won 4. Drawn 3. Lost 1.

May 16th v. Northampton G.S. 2nd XI. Won by 9 wickets. Away
Northampton G.S. 51 (J. Barron 4 for 26, Buckby 3 for 11).
W.G.S. 52 for 1 (Dobbs 22 n.o.).

May 9th v. Nuneaton K.E.S. 2nd XI. Won by 57 runs. Home
W.G.S. 99 for 8 dec. (Hillier 50 n.o.).

K.E.S. 42 (Buckby 7 for 32, J. Barron 3 for 8).

May 27th v. Kettering G.S. 2nd XI. Won by 100 runs. Away
W.G.S. 115 for 3 dec. (Dobbs 38 n.o., Allen 35 n.o.).

K.G.S. 15 (J. Barron 5 for 7, Buckby 4 for 6).

May 30th v. Lawrence Sheriff 2nd XI. Lost by 2 runs. Home
Lawrence Sheriff 50 (Parr 6 for 14, Joyce 2 for 6, Buckby 2 for 12).
W.G.S. 48 (Waite 24 n.o.).

June 4th v. Oundie School 3rd XI. Cancelled—rain. Away
June 6th v. Northampton T.H.S. Ist XI. Cancelled—rain. Home
June 10th v. Towcester G.S. Ist XI. Drawn. Away

T.G.S. 115 for 7 dec. (Buckby 3 for 32, Parr 3 for 35).
W.G.S. 76 for 8 (Dobbs 20, Buckby 16).

June 13th v. Bedford Modern Colts. Drawn. Home
W.G.S. 137 for 9 dec. (Joyce 41 n.o., Toseland 28).
Colts 37 for 6 (Buckby 4 for 16, Joyce 2 for 8).

June 20th v. Bedford School 3rd XI. Drawn. Away
Bedford 150 for 3 dec. (Joyce 2 for 14).
W.G.S. 53 for 8 (Joyce 19 n.o., Drew 17).

June 27th v. Wellingborough O.G.’s 2nd XI. Won by 71 runs. Home
W.G.S. 125 (Hilson 47, P. Ellis 13 n.o.).
W.0.G.’s 54 (Hodges 6 for 25, Buckby 4 for 23).

UNDER 15 XI
To date, the Under 15 proper has played comparatively few
matches and had but little opportunity for practice, owing to the late
start of cricket this term, the attentions of the weather and the need to
adjust the team to meet age requirements in certain matches. Little
development has taken place. Limitations have been exposed but
remedy has not followed.

The batting has been rather thin. Francis and Hill are quite sound,
while Gayton and Crossley have contributed, but thereafter the
accumulation of runs has been a precarious business. The bowling too
is limited. Hobley has bowled accurately and at a lively pace and has
met with success. McGeorge, too, has given little away. Eldridge
turns the ball, but has not bowled a length.

In spite of these frailties, performance has not been without merit.
The defeat by Northampton was an honourable one, while the game
against Bedford Modern was keenly contested. If skill has been at a
premium, compensation has come from the keenness of the fielding
which has been uniformly good and, in some cases, brilliant.

7



Gayton and McGeorge have handled things firmly and well and
a pleasant atmosphere has resulted. One has the feeling that with
more opportunity better things might have come.

Results
May 5th v. Northampton G.S. Lost by 5 wickets. Home
W.G.S. 103 (Francis 38, McGeorge 22).
Northampton G.S. 107 for 5.

May 9th v. Kettering G.S. Lost by 64 runs. Away
K.G.S. 97 for 7 dec. (Hobley 3 for 27, McGeorge 4 for 21).
W.G.S. 31.

May 20th v. Lawrence Sheriff G.S. Won by 9 runs. Home

W.G.S. 74 (Hil 23).
Lawrence Sheriff G.S. 65 (Hobley 6 for 9).

June 13th v. Bedford Modern School. Lost by 3 wickets. Away
W.G.S. 68 (Brown 18, Gayton 22).
Bedford Modern 71 for 7 (Hobley 4 for 23).

june 27th v. Wellingborough School. Drawn. Home
Wellingborough School 106 (Lever 6 for 15).
W.G.S. 35 for 6.

Under 15 XI (from): R. J. Gayton (Capt.), K. R. McGeorge (Vice-
Capt.), C. 1. Francis, K. A. Crossley, J. Eldridge, J. M. Hobley, P. S.
Hillyard, D. I. Hill, P. R. Betts, K. Barron, F. R. Nevett, T. E. Line,
A. G. Wheeler, P. G. Upton, G. L. Bates, P. Mackness.

UNDER 14 XI
After a disastrous start to the season the side has improved con-
siderably in recent matches. Lacking a really quick and penetrative
bowler opposing sides have been able to amass formidable totals which
brittle batting has not been able to reach.

There has also been room for criticism of the fielding; much too
inconsistent. Fielders with one or two exceptions have been too slow
in starting to move thus converting difficult singles into easy ones. The
field placing bhas also lacked imagination. No attempt has been made
to force home the advantages gained by early bowling successes.

The improved form shown in recent matches has coincided with
the return of Lever after illness and Dobbs’ return to form with the
bat. With more runs to bowl against the bowling has also improved
but the lack of a really quick bowler is still a great handicap to the
side.

Results
v. Northampton G.S. U-14 XI. Lost by 78 runs.
Northampton 108. W.G.S. 30.
v. King Edward VI U-14 XI. Lost by 6 wickets.
W.G.S. 32. King Edward VI 33 for 4.
v. Lawrence Sheriff U-14 XI. Lost by 59 runs.
W.G.S. 47. Lawrence Sheriff 106 for 4 dec.



v. Bedford School U-14 XI. Lost by 90 runs.

Bedford School 135 for 1 dec. W.G.S. 45.

v. Bedford Modern U-14 XI. Won by 7 wickets.
Bedford Modern 88 for 4 dec. (Dobbs 51 n.o., Lever 22 n.o.).
W.G.S. 89 for 3.

v. Kettering G.S. U-14 XI. Lost by 2 wickets.
W.G.S. 104 (Dobbs 44). K.G.S. 105 for 8 (Gray 4 for 10).

v. King’s School U-14 XI. Match Drawn.
W.G.S. 102 for 4 dec. (Dobbs 58 n.o., Lever 24).  King’s 84 for 9.

UNDER 13 XI

More than any other school side this season’s Under 13 XI has
been unfortunate as regards the weather. Of five matches played so
far, two have been cancelled and one abandoned after the completion
of only one innings. However, the two games that have been finished
have produced two closely contested struggles.

The batting with one or two exceptions has been of a poor quality,
although Homan, Beard, Phillips and Howes have shown promise.
The bowling has been very steady with Thacker and Gray taking most
of the honours. The fielding has been erratic though several members
of the side are beginning to see what is required if a high standard is
going to be achieved.

Wellingborough Junior School 93 for 1 dec. v. W.G.S.
Match abandoned.

In a game in which the rain won hands down our bowlers found
the Junior School batsmen in good form. Thacker bowled steadily and
claimed the only wicket but our fielding, after a keen start, degenerated
and in the last overs before tea we looked very shoddy indeed. More
rain presented any attempt by our batsmen to try to redeem the
position.

Kettering G.S. 40 (Gray 5 for 7). W.G.S. 43 for 9. Won by 1 wicket.

Kettering batted first and against good bowling by Gray, supported
by Butler and Hoddle, were all out for 40. Our early batsmen made
no impression and with the score at 18 for 7, things looked very black
for us. However, Homan and Beard batted sensibly, and we eventually
scraped home by one wicket in the last over of the match.

Northampton G.S. 64. W.G.S. 52. Lost by 12 runs.
Northampton mustered 64 against steady bowling by Thacker (4
for 20) and erratic but successful bowling by Hoddle (4 for 15). After
another shaky start (we were at one time 3 wickets down for only
1 run), Phillips and Howes rallied the side with some steady batting.
Unfortunately, however, the recovery did not last beyond the tea
interval, and we lost an enjoyable struggle by twelve runs.

The following have played this season: G. G. Gray, W. S. Homan,
S. K. Clark, G. T. Howes, R. W. Chantrell, M. J. Moore, K. J. Taylor,
D. I. Butler, D. T. Thacker, D. W. Ekins, B. E. Smith, D. C. Hoddle,
G. N. Phillips, P. K. Beard, B. J. Warburton.
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