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The Magazine of the
Wellingborough Grammar School

No. 62 SUMMER TERM, 1963

SCHOOL NOTES

Head of School: N. I. Palmer.
Second Prefect : R. F. Gardner.

Prefects :

R. Ball B. J. Ingyon
A. C. Bond R. 1. Sewell
P. Lindsell W. R. Orton
M. L. Abrahams B. K. Tanner
1. S. Lauder B. Bellamy
R. W. Mason 1. J. Tilley
C. R. Dobbs R. L. Coley
M. R. Parker D. R. Ball

For next term the following are oppointed Prefects : Pack, S. H.
Allen, Randall, Rawlins, N. 8. F. Wills, Pitcher, Coleman, Pine, P. A.
Hale.

Palmer, who has been a first class Head of the School and shown
efficiency and organisation which have never been bettered, wishes to
allow someone else the honour of being Head of the School, and so
Lindsell will take over the post next term. We congratulate both
Palmer and Lindsell.

We say farewell this term to Messrs. W. Holmes (Head of Science),
J. K. Halliwell (Modern Languages), G. T. Ridge (Modern Languages)
and S. W. Brown (English). The ill-health against which he struggled
daily has, at last, forced Mr. Holmes to retire prematurely, after
nineteen years on our Staff, during which he has gained the respect and
admiration of all who know him, Staff and boys alike, both for his
dedicated teaching and quiet courage. We offer him our best wishes
for happiness in his retirement. (A tribute by the Headmaster appears
on page 4.) Both Mr. Halliwell and Mr. Ridge are leaving us to
become Heads of Modern Languages Departments, of Daventry Gram-
mar School and Wellingborough Technical School respectively. Mr.
Halliwell coached and cajoled school cricket sides (with his characteris-
tic mixture of bluntness and good humour), and, like Mr. Ridge, served
the Headmasters’ XI as a medium-pace bowler (and, in an opening
spell, a formidable one). Mr. Ridge coached successful cricket and
rugby teams and acted as a remorseless liaison officer for the Old
Grammarians. Mr. Brown, another Old Grammarian, has been
appointed to the post of Assistant Lecturer in English and Social
Studies at the College of Further Education, Stevenage. He, too, gave
much help with outside activities, particularly with Drama and the
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Arts Club, of which he was one of the founders—we shall not forget
his own debating skills! We thank them for their help and wish them
success aud happiness in their new posts.

We offer congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Taylor on the
birth of a daughter.

We congratulate Mr. A. W. Leftwich, our Senior Biology Master,
on the recent publication of his book, “A Student’s Dictionary of
Zoology”.

Dr. P. A. J. Pettit, Senior History Master.at this school, will contest
the Wellingborough Constituency at the General Election on behalf of
the Liberal Party.

R. Leslie, an Old Grammarian and member of Northampton
R.E.C., played in a Scottish trial last season. We offer him our
congratulations and our best wishes for a full international honour in
the near future.

S. H. Allen is one of the Northamptonshire representatives selected
for the Scouts’ Jamboree, 1963, in Athens.

P. G. Upton won the “Daily Mail” Autumn Literary Competition
and a £50 prize for his contribution to our last number.

Mason, Dobbs, Parker and Bellamy were selected again for the
County Schools’ Senior XV, and Hillier, Toseland, Pine, P. Hale, B.
Barron, J. M. Brown and P. M. Layton were members of the County
Under 15 XV which defeated Aberavon and District, at Aberavon, by
the only try of the game. N. L Palmer came first in the Northants.
A.A.A. Junior Championships in the 440 and 220 and the Midland
Counties Junior 440, and G. Walden won the Youths’ 880. In the
County Schools’ Championships, Pine (High Jump), Lindsell (880), and
N. L Palmer (440) won events in their age groups. We congratulate
them on their successes.

Palmer was second in the All England Final of the Quarter Mile
at Chelmsford, on Saturday, 20th July, with the excellent time of
49.8 seconds, a new School record. The winner broke the English
record with the time of 48.4 seconds. Pine and Lindsell also competed.
Palmer will be seond string for England in the Quarter Mile against
Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, next Saturday, 27th July, at Edinburgh.

The Commemoration Service took place on May 31st when the
address was given by the Vicar of Earls Barton, the Rev. E. Newman-
Walters.

Parties from the school have visited The Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre for the first night of the current production, “The Tempest”,
and, at the invitation of Sir Lawrence Bragg, the Royal Institution,
while on August 9th a party from the school, led by Mr. M. S. Cheale
and the Headmaster, will set out for Tarragona, Spain.




On Monday, April Ist, about 300 parents watched House Plays
and then attended a Bazaar held by the Parents’ Association. Proceeds
went to the School Amenities Fund. On Thursday, March 12th,
between 300 and 400 parents attended a Parents’ Association meeting
at which the Headmaster outlined future building developments. After-
wards, parents spent over an hour in various rooms discussing their
sons’ prospects individually with Subject and Form Masters.

Work on the new School buildings is now well under way.

We wish gratefully to acknowledge the receipt of Contemporaries.

ENTRANTS
P. R. BETTS P. R. MOORE C. SADLER
P. J. DIXON N. C. OZIER D. STURGESS
LEAVERS
E. MARTIN Transferred to Ireland.
P. MARTIN Transferred to Ireland.
A. G. TOMLIN Norwich Union Assurance Co. Ltd.
B. REYNOLDS
D. F. SCULTHORPE Marsham Tyre Co. Ltd.
A. G. WALKER Perkins & Co. (Wellingborough) Ltd.
B. L. GREENWOOD Scott Bader Ltd.
W. PARKIN Northampton Repertory Theatre.
J. D. BIRD R.AF.
G.J. NEVILLE John White Ltd.
R. F. BLUNT Fitzwilliam House, Cambridge.
R. A. KNIGHT King’s College, London.
B. J. LEGG Balliol College, Oxford.
P.J. STEVENSON Leeds University.
A. G. MAWSON King’s College, London.
B. P. MOODY
D. A. MEDLIN Transferred
R. J. CRESSWELL v
1. C. CHARLES ’s
N. G. KENNEDY '
AWARDS
B.J. LEGG Brackenbury Scholarship in Natural Science at Balliol College, Oxford.

A. C. HAMMOND Anglo-American Corporation of South Africa Mining Scholarship to
Leeds University.
J. D. BIRD Air Ministry Flying Scholarship.

GENERAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION

The following were successful in adding subjects to their certificates :

L. ABBOTT Lang. P

M. ALLEN Lang. P C

R. H. ATTEWELL F C

P. F. BAXTER F

B. BELLAMY Lang.

J. D. BIRD Lang. F

R. L. COLEY F

M. J. DOFORT F

R. DUNKLEY ED

M. N. EAKINS F P

B. A. EXLEY ED

R. G. FISH F

J. R. FORSTER G

D. W. GIBBARD S

1. G. GILLETT Lang.

T. L. GREENWOOD Lang.

M. R. HALES P G B
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J. SEWE

J. SILSBY Lang
J. TILLEY RK
M. TITE Lang
G. TOMLIN

A. TURNELL Lang. Lit
E. WARD Lang
L. M. WATSON

P. ABBOTT Lang
J. HARRIS

LINDSELL L

J. NEVILLE P
. N. SHERWOOD L

MR. W. HOLMES

Mr. W. Holmes, M.Sc., Manchester University, joined the Staff as
Senior Chemistry Master in April 1944, and later became Head of the
Science Department.

This period in the School’s history covered the very rapid growth
of the Sixth Form on the Science side, and the provision in 1954 of the
Fleming Chemistry Laboratory. It was accompanied by an ever-
growing stream of scientists proceeding from the Sixth Form to the
Universities, many of whom distinguished themselves by winning Open
Awards or State Scholarships.

Mr. Holmes had a large part in these successes and as Form Master
of the Upper Sixth Science did everything possible to further the
careers of his students. He also founded the Scientific Society and was
responsible for the organisation of the School Tuck Shop.

During this time Mr. Holmes fought bravely and uncomplainingly
against a painful and crippling illness, and his outstanding determina-
tion and enthusiasm aroused the respect of both Masters and boys.

It is with great regret that the School learned this term that Mr.
Holmes will now have to retire. We thank him for his unique contribu-
tion to the School and for the wonderful example of fortitude that he
has shown us all, and we wish him and Mrs. Holmes happiness in their
retirement.

H. A. WRENN,




CRICKET

1st XI

Despite the loss of the cream of last year’s First Eleven this year’s
side has by no means disgraced itself. As yet we have not been heavily
beaten and indeed, on several occasions, the team has performed well
above itself. Good wins have been achieved against Bedford School 2nd
X1, Corby Grammar School and Bedford Modern 2nd XI, and only
two matches have been lost. Three matches have been drawn. (Against
Oundle we failed to score 117 in two hours on a perfect wicket and
fast outfield, while against the Old Boys we were always struggling, and
Kettering came unfortably close to our score.)

The batting this season has been extremely sketchy and there has been
little stroke play. This appears to stem from lack of confidence and
a firm refusal to move the feet. Henson has played several fine innings;
one remembers in particular his free-scoring efforts against Lawrence
Sheriff and Bedford. He has a full range of scoring shots on the leg
side but is somewhat restricted in front of the wicket on the off side.
He is both the best and the worst judge of a quick single in the side.
Robinson has played the sleeping partner in several opening stands. His
defensive technique is sound but he must develop some scoring shots.
Cox always looks a capable bat, but has never really timed the ball
this season. However, once he gets in the groove he will score a lot of
runs and much will depend upon him next season if he is still at school.
Mason’s appearances at the wicket have been all too brief though
circumstances have usually been against him. He hits the ball hard but
requires greater application before he makes large scores. Gibson has
held the innings together on several occasions, his defence is solid
although the way he flashes at balls outside the off-stump always gives
plenty of encouragement to the bowlers. Metcalfe, Southward and
Parker have yet to show their true form with the bat. Gillett has
played several useful innings and could develop into a very useful
batsman.

On the bowling side we are well equipped with the usual battery
of medium-pace bowlers who would have plenty of success on Essex
wickets. Gillett and Cox have bowled very steadily indeed. Gillett has
a very good action and could be yards faster though he prefers to bowl

¢ well within himself. Cox has proved to be a model of consistency
though the captain would do well to remember his name is Cox and
not Shackleton. Cox produces a well disguised slower ball and one
remembers his success with it against Lawrence Sheriff. Unfortunately
! all the other bowlers proceeded to copy it in the next few games,
usually with very little disguise, much to the delight of the opposing
batsmen. Tilley has also bowled steadily and picked up several cheap
wickets. Metcalfe, too, has had his better moments with the ball and
will probably remember a certain over against the Old Boys for some
time to come. Perkins has again shown that a better than average slow
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bowler can be devastating in school cricket and one hopes that Shoe-
mark will continue where Perkins left off.

The fielding this year has been very patchy and has fallen well
below the high standard set in recent years. However, Southward in
the deep, and Cox in the slips have set an excellent example which
others have been slow to follow. The throwing in particular has caused
Henson a lot of trouble although the basic trouble has been lethargic
movement to the ball. The close fielding has at times been brilliant but
people who field in the gulley and at short leg, must field in the gulley
and at short leg, and not at short third man and short fine leg, as has
so often been the case. They will then discover that far more chances
go to hand even though they are very difficult to take. Henson has
kept soundly and added a touch of Technicolor to the scene with his red
gloves and green pads.

On several occasions this year the side has been faced with the
preblem of scoring fifteen to twenty runs to win in the last quarter of
an hour and failed. The field has usually been spread with only two or
three players near the wicket. OQur batsmen have attempted to hit every
ball for four and consequently the wicket-keeper has been taking at
least six balls an over! Obviously in a situation such as this quick
singles should be taken forcing the opposing captain to change his field
and in so doing to make a fatal mistake.

Tilley was literally thrown into the captaincy at the deep end
and has emerged with no little credit. He has stuck nobly to the
task and if one were to criticise him it would be for lack of imagination
rather than making mistakes. Seal again has performed most creditably
with the pencil. The Ist XI would also like to take this opportunity of
thanking Mr. J. K. Halliwell for all the help and vocal encouragement
he has given school cricket.

The following played for the First Eleven: Tilley (Capt.), Cox,
Henson, Mason, Metcalfe, Gillett, Gibson, Perkins, Southward, Shoe-
mark, Robinson, Parker, Squance, Drew, Hilson, Bellamy, Hoddle.

Results

11th May v. Northampton G.S. Lost by 3 wickets. Away.
W.G.S. 76 (Henson 19, Gibson 19).
Northampton G.S. 79 for 7 (Perkins 4 for 34).

15th May v. Corby G.S. Won by 9 wickets. Home.
Corby G.S. 61 (Cox 6 for 8).
W.G.S. 64 for 1 (Henson 30 n.o., Robinson 20).

18th May v. Lawrence Sheriff G.S. Lost by 1 run. Home.
Lawrence Sheriff G.S. 93 for 9 dec. (Tilley 4 for 19).
W.G.S. 92 (Henson 57).

21st May v. Oundle School 2nd XI. Match Drawn. Away.
Oundle School 2nd XI 116 (Perkins 4 for 49).
W.G.S. 110 for 8 (Gibson 34).
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23rd May v. Old Grammarians. Match Drawn. Home.
Old Grammarians 112.
W.G.S. 85 for 6 (Gibson 30 n.o., Gillett 24 n.o.).

25th May v. Bedford Modern School 2nd XI. Won by 4 wickets.
Bedford Modern School 2nd XI 75 (Perkins 4 for 25). Home.
W.G.S. 77 for 6.

15th June v. Kettering G.S. Match Drawn. Home.
W.G.S. 136 for 7 dec. (Cox 48, Gillett 28 n.0.).
Kettering G.S. 133 for 6.

22nd June v. Bedford School 2nd X1. Won by 5 wickets. Away.
W.G.S. 138 for 5 dec. (Henson 67, Cox 45).
Bedford School 2nd XI 75 (Gillett 4 for 18).

2nd XI

Played 8. Won 4. Drawn2. Lost 1. Abandoned 1.

With the changing of the age-limits for junior teams, the 2nd X1
had to produce its talent from hitherto untapped sources, some of its
members not even having played for a junior team. The team has,
however, had quite a successful season, and the only defeat came when
fielding (against Kettering) a side depleted because of exams.

The 1st XI have on several occasions borrowed players and their
replacements have nearly always filled the gap adequately.

The batting has been a mixture of slow but steady scoring from
Ottewell and Loasby, who, although new to school cricket, have proved
reliable openers, and of swashbuckling innings by batsmen lower down
in the order who have willingly sacrificed their wickets in the quest for
runs. In this category, Freestone and Bellamy deserve special mention;
the former for his knock against Bedford, and Bellamy for his splendid
innings against Daventry. Dobbs, originally included for his bowling,
has been reliable in several positions as a mainly defensive batsman
holding the side together.

Shortland and Williams have made useful contributions as bats-
men. Williams has also proved to be a worthy deputy wicket-keeper to
Freestone, although his orthodox style contrasts vividly with the
ebullient, cat-like leaps of the latter.

Newman and Bellamy have proved themselves to be a worthy
opening pair—fast, accurate, hostile, and, most important, penetrative,
and it has not often been necessary to use the other bowlers. Buckby,
too, as first-change has been both hostile and penetrative notably against
Northampton, while against Bedford he was able to contain the
batsmen for long periods.

The team has suffered from the absence of a regular spin bowler,
because of the demands of the 1st XI. When he has played, Shoemark
has bowled well, but a deputy is badly needed.

Buckby’s captaincy has occasionally puzzled but generally his
handling has been sound.




One’s main criticism must be directed at the fielding. Although
good catches have been taken, notably by Bellamy, some of the team
have downed good chances and preferred to use their feet for fielding
purposes. This was especially noticeable at Bedford when the opposi-
tion ran up a large score.

The team has, however, been a success for the most part of the
season.

The following have played :
Buckby (Capt.), Bellamy, Newman, Ottewell, Loasby, Shortland,
R. T. S. Williams, A. O. Dobbs, Freestone, Squance, Tomkins, Hoddle,
Parker, Shoemark, Dangerfield, Barron, Grant. Smart and Gomm have
scored, and we thank Messrs. Templar and Shaw for umpiring.

Results

11th May v. Northampton G.S. 2nd XI. Won by 7 wickets. = Home.
Northampton G.S. 43 (Buckby 5 for 6, Bellamy 3 for 17).
W.G.S. 46 for 3 (Squance 15 n.0.).

18th May v. Lawrence Sheriff 2nd XI. Won by 127 runs. Away.
W.G.S. 166 for 7 dec. (Parker 60, Ottewell 33).
Lawrence Sheriff 39 (Bellamy 6 for 14, Newman 4 for 15).

21st May v. Oundle School 3rd XI. Match Drawn. Away.
Oundle 99 (Bellamy 6 for 18).
W.G.S. 98 for 9 (Loasby 38 n.o.).

25th May v. Bedford Modern Colts. Won by 4 wickets. Away.
Bedford Modern Colts 121 for 8 dec. (Shoemark 3 for 23, Buckby
W.G.S. 124 for 6 (Freestone 51, Ottewell 20). [ 3 for 29).
29th May v. Daventry G.S. 1st XI. Won by 55 runs. Home.

W.G.S. 95 for 8 dec. (Bellamy 29, Freestone 26).
Daventry 40 (Newman 7 for 10, Bellamy 3 for 25).

12th June v. Kettering G.S. 2nd XI. Lost by 5 wickets. Home.
W.G.S. 55 (Ottewell 21).
Kettering G.S. 56 for 5 (Barron 4 for 14).

22nd June v. Towcester G.S. 1st XI. Match Drawn. Home.
W.G.S. 107 (Williams 27, Shortland 21).
Towcester G.S. 74 for 6 (Shortland 2 for 2).

6th July v. King’s School, Peterborough, 2nd XI. Match Abandoned.
W.G.S. 106 for 5 (Loasby 58, Ottewell 22). Away.
King’s School did not bat.

UNDER 15 XI

The Under 15 XI began the season indifferently. The bowling was
inaccurate, the picking up and throwing untidy, the fields set too
inflexible. In the first two games the batting collapsed badly. No one
showed enough composure or a sufficient range of strokes to score runs.

It is pleasing to report the vast improvement which has come about.
Recently, the side has looked efficient and hostile in the field. J. A.
Barron and Moore, particularly the former, have bowled well, ably




