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FOREWORD

Congratulations are due to Don Stratton in this superb account of our
School, the result of painstaking detailed research over many long hours,
and we thank him for his devotion and enthusiasm. 

He has revealed in detail the growth of a school which, in its total span of
45 years, reached levels of achievement which few schools can have equalled
in such a short lifetime, and which today has Old Boys in prominentpositions
all over the world.

In so doing, the author has paid tribute to the leaders and organisers of this
success, and in particular to M r Lay and Mr Nicholas.

For my part, I should like to pay equal tribute to the Old Grammarians
themselves, whom it was a privilege to teach. Their quiet determination,
loyalty and solidarity helped to create a happy, hardworking example, which 
year after year was eagerly emulated by each influx of new boys; and which
made success in work and games inevitable

The Old Grammarians can be proud of their individual achivements, but 
even more so of their vital contribution to their School, which has carried on
to build an equally successful Old Grammarians Association.

H. A. Wrenn
President
WellingboroughOld Grammarians Association

September 1990
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

This is the story of a school for boys located in Doddington Road, 
Wellingborough that was opened in 1930 and which in 1975, on 
reorganisation into a ‘comprehensive’ school, ceased to exist in its original 
form. There have, over the generations, been previous schools in 
Wellingborough with that name, but this is the history of a certain school 
which is fondly remembered by its former pupils - well nearly all of them! 

The idea for the telling of the history came initially from Don Stratton the 
chairman of the general committee of the Old Grammarians Association 
when it was realised that the year 1990 would bring an opportunity for the 
Association to celebrate the fact that it would then be 60 years since the 
School was first opened. The  1350 members of the Association are, by 
definition, a slowly diminishing group and it was strongly felt by the 
committee that a detailed story should be set out. Members of the 
Association with recollections of the early days of the School are thankfully 
available to provide the essential details. 

The principal sources of the material included in the book have been 
copies of the 79 School magazines, starting with the first in the autumn term 
of 1932 and continuing each term until the final issue in 1974. These have 
been supplemented by copies of the Old Grammarians Association notes 
and magazines. The magazine is a publication that continues to be issued to 
this day as it continues to chronicle the activities of the many sporting 
sections within the Association and the social side of the clubhouse in 
Oxford Street. 

Both the School and the Association introduced scrap books many years 
ago but, whilst they were maintained for some years, they have in recent 
times been sadly much neglected. However many of the illustrations 
included in the book have been culled from the scrapbooks. 

The preparation of the book has been undertaken by Don Stratton 
assisted by Derrick Pearce, secretary of the Association, whose advice was 
always sensible and logical as befits a former school master who was head of 
an English department. 

Both wish to express thanks to all those persons who have in any way 



helped in the furtherance of this project, in particular to Miss Nora Bavin 
who, as secretary of the School for virtually the whole of its existence, has 
been able to recall so many details of so many events of so long ago. 

Thanks go to Mr Wrenn for his reading of the manuscript and for his 
valued comments. 

Thanks also go to Mrs Hazel Stratton for the typing of the many versions 
of the book whilst it was in preparation. 
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CHAPTER 1 

THE SCHOOL ESTABLISHED 

There has been a grammar school for boys in Wellingborough for several 
centuries. There is evidence to show that there was such a school on a site 
near to the churchyard of the parish church. This was founded in 1595 and 
the building was more or less rebuilt in 1620. It was first known as the 
Grammar School and Lower Free School. After many vicissitudes, over 
many generations, this school became the present independent 
Wellingborough School situated in buildings near to the London Road and 
which was opened in 188 1. 

In 1888 County Councils were established, and in 1902 the existing 
School Boards were abolished and the County Councils took over the 
responsibility for education. In due course, in 1912, Wellingborough saw a 
County High School for Girls come into existence and, in 1930 the creation 
of a new Grammar School for boys. 

The background to the setting up of this new school was included in a 
brochure published by the Northants County Council which said:- 

In January, 1924, the Board of Education set up an amending 
Scheme for the administration of the Foundation then known as 
Wellingborough Grammar School. The scheme having recited the 
intention of the County Council to establish at Wellingborough a new 
Secondary School for boys, directed that the Foundation and the 
School thereof should in future be known as the Wellingborough 
School Foundation and Wellingborough School respectively. It 
furtherprovided for the payment to the County Council, as Trustees, 
of theshare of the income of thegeneral endowment of the Foundation 
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hitherto applicable for the purposes of the School of the Foundation. 
The new School contemplated by the Scheme was opened in 

September, 1930. I t  is provided and maintained by the County
Council, acting through a local Governing Body, and is conducted as 
a Secondary Day School for boys under the regulations of the Board of 
Education. I t  is known as Wellingborough Grammar School and in 
accordance with the terms of the Scheme the endowment income, to 
which reference is made above, is applied towards its maintenance. 

Work on the building in Doddington Road began in 1929 from plans 
prepared by the local firm of architects Messrs Talbot Brown and Fisher of 
Wellingborough. By June 1930 the outside shell, standing amid heaps of 
builders materials, was having its scaffolding removed and the interior was in 
the hands ofvarious sub-contractors. Although the work was pushed on fast 
the actual opening day was delayed until 23 September 1930. 

On the opening morning the first pupils of the School, 64 in number, were 
assembled in the hall for an entrance examination. This enabled the staff 
(the headmaster and four assistant masters) to make up for four forms called 
I l l ,  l l a ,  l l b ,  and 1. 

The official opening ceremony was delayed until 1 1 June 193 1 so that the 
walls could dry thoroughly before they were painted during the Easter 
vacation. The quadrangle had been sown with grass seed and its green lustre 
shone for the great occasion. The pupils and distinguished visitors were 
assembled to listen to an address by Sir Michael Sadler the Master of 
University College, Oxford on the subject of ‘The advantage of a liberal 
education’. On his arrival Sir Michael was met at the front gates of the 
School by Alderman George Henson, chairman of the governors and, 
approaching between two rows of boys, he unlocked the front door of the 
School with a golden key. Mr  S. J. Lloyd, chairman of the County Council 
higher education sub-committee, broke a flag and the School was declared 
officially opened. 

After a religious service and speeches in the closely packed hall, tea was 
served in the quad and the visitors toured the building. 

Staff and pupils 1930 





CHAPTER 2 

F C LAY HEADSHIP 1930 - 1937 

The first headmaster of the School was Mr F C Lay MA, BSc, Jesus College 
Oxford. 'Freddie' Lay was educated at the City of Oxford School from 1907 
to 1915 and he was awarded a science exhibition to Jesus College in 1914. 
However before taking advantage of it he joined the Inns of Court Officers 
Training Corps. He  was commissioned and saw active service in World War 
One with the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry. He attained the rank of 
captain. 

Returning to Oxford in 1919 he gained his MA degree with honours in 
natural science and proceeded to take a research degree in chemistry, 
resultingin a BSc degree. He gained his rugby football colours at Oxford and 
was rowing captain of his college. Later he played rugby football for 
Liverpool, where in 1923 he became a science master at Liverpool College. 
He was appointed headmaster of the School in 1930; chosen out of 216 
applicants. 

The first two years in the history of the School are not fully documented 
but some indication of the steady progress that had been made appeared in 
the first issue of the School magazine published in the autumn term of 1932. 
Mr Lay was able to report that by then he had eight assistant masters, and 
that gradually various departments of the School had been put into 
commission. Several societies had been founded including the Dramatic 
Society, the Scout Troop and the Musical Society.The number of boys who 
entered the School in 1932 was 5 1 and there were then sufficient pupils to be 
able to divide them into four Houses, named after animals, real or 
monstrous. 

Gratitude was expressed to Mr  J B Whitworth of Croyland Hall for a gift 
of the School clock. The list of School prizes showed that Reg Brown had 
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been awarded a school certificate - the first such an award at the School. An 
aspiring author (Eric Tilley of form 1Va)  described the School outing in June 
1932 to the 'new zoo' at Whipsnade. The trees surrounding the playing field, 
received a mention in that a large scale chart had been framed and hung in 
the School showing the position and donors (principally parents of pupils) of 
each of the 50 trees planted. 

The hackneyed saying that ‘boys will be boys’ was well illustrated by the 
editor of the magazine as he plaintively commented “We cannot congratulate 
those boys who have, on rare occasions we are thankful to say, abused School 
property in various ways; we expect greater regard for common property”. 

In June 1933 the first chairman of the governors, Alderman George 
Henson, announced his resignation. The vacancy was filled by the 
appointment of the chairman of the Wellingborough Urban District 
Council, Mr Hedger Edwards. The prizes awarded for work and hobbies 
during the school year were presented during the School concert in the 
November. The headmaster reported on the rapid growth of the School, 
which was approaching the point where the want of accomodation would 
limit further expansion. He commented upon the growth of the number of 
societies within the School, on the excellent standard of the magazine, and 
on the great progress made on the games field. 

With the opening of the Wilby Lido in 1933 the standard of swimming of 
the pupils improved tremendously. Arrangements for season tickets were 
made and entheusiastic instruction was provided by Mr Perkins, who was 
delighted with the improved facilities as compared with river swimming as in 
previous years. The first annual swimming sports were held on the last day of 
the summer term. The cup was won by the Gryphons. 

In June 1934 the fourth anniversary of the opening of the School was 
observed by the holding of a special service in the School hall. On this 
occasion ordinary prayers were held later than usual at 11 a.m. and the 
governors, parents and friends of the School attended. After special prayers 
and a hymn, the lesson was read by the chairman of the governors. The 
School choir sang an anthem and an address was given by the rector of 
Rushden. 

By now excursions had become a regular part of School life. During 1934 
five such outings were reported. In the March, after the House rugby 
matches, a large number of boys and masters travelled to Northampton to 
watch the rugby match between the Barbarians and the East Midlands - the 
East winning by a narrow margin of 11 points to 8. In the April a party of 
boys, under the care of Mr and Mrs Hole, crossed the English Channel from 
Newhaven to Dieppe to spend several days in France and visiting Paris. 

On Friday 1 June a party of over 100 boys, accompanied by Mr Dunning 
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and Mr Watkins, cycled to Naseby to explore the site of the famous battle. 
During the summer of 1934 about 80 boys went to see the first days play in 

the cricket match between the Northamptonshire team and the unbeaten 
Australian tourists. Don Bradman, the visiting captain, won the toss and 
elected to bat and his side were all out for 284, of which Bradman made 61 
and Chipperfield 71. Bakewell and Snowden opened for the county and at 
close of play the score was 35 for one wicket. 

A significant event during 1934 was the formation of an Old Boys 
Association. The headmaster reported that the first big batch of boys had sat 
the school certificate examination, of whom 13 gained a certificate. Arising 
from this came the formation of a sixth form for those boys studying for a 
higher school certificate. The School continued to expand its sporting 
activities and by then there were three regular rugby teams, the 1st XV, the 
under 15 XV and the Under 14 XV. 

The year 1935 saw the first School Speech Day held duing the Easter 
term (see an appendix). On the cricket field caps were awarded to 1st XI, 
members whilst off the field players sported straw hats and half-colour 
sashes. The School magazine flourished and it was in 1935 that Peter Stock, 
the first editor of the magazine, left the School after three years in the post. 
House colours were introduced for the first time and this resulted in a great 
variety of neckwear. 

The headmaster in 1936 commented that, following that year's Sports 
Day, several parents of the boys had voluntarily formed a committee of 
appeal to fund the provision of a sports pavilion of the playing field. Various 
donations were made to the School, including that of a radiogram. This was 
in regular class use, and the whole School listened into the proclamation of 
the new monarch King Edward VIII, and also to the sailing of the new liner 
Queen Mary. 

In June of 1937, on the occasion of the annual cricket match against the 
parents' team, the new sports pavilion was officially opened. Over 200 
parents and friends attended. The chairman of the appeal committee, 
Mr F. C. Gent, asked the chairman of the governors, Mr Hedger Edwards, 
to accept the pavilion and he in turn asked the wife of the headmaster, Mrs 
Lay, to open it formally. It was from such a beginning that the Parents 
Committee came into existence. 

One particular phase in the life of the School came to an end in 1937 with 
the departure of the headmaster to Doncaster Grammar School. In addition 
the senior prefect, Fred Langley, won a place at Nottingham University - the 
first of many pupils of the School to take up university life in the years to 
follow. By now only two of the original pupils were left on the school list. 

Mr Lay guided the School through the first seven years of its' early 
development with much success. An appreciation of his work for the School 
is included in an appendix. 







CHAPTER 3 

A R WOOLLEY HEADSHIP 1937 - 1945 

The second headmaster of the School was Mr Russell Woolley MA, 
Wadham College, Oxford. He took over from Mr Lay when the number of 
pupils at the school was 237. When he left in 1945 the number had increased 
to 372. In the eight years of his headship the School made excellent progress 
in the standard of work and in the general activities which go to make school 
life a pleasurable experience. No effort in the interest of his pupils was too 
much for him. 

In addition to his School work he took a keen interest in the affairs of the 
town. In 1945 he left the School to take up the post of educational secretary 
to the appointments committee of Oxford University. Later on he became 
rector of St  Laurence, Ventnor in the Isle of Wight. He died on 27 January 
1986. 

When Mr Woolley took post in 1937 he was able to build upon a strong 
foundation. It was reported that there were no sweeping changes made after 
his arrival, but there had been a tightening up of some rules. 

In 1938, the year before the outbreak of the second world war, a party of 
50 German boys and girls was staying in Wellingborough and several were 
the guests of boys at the School. T o  meet their expenses the members of the 
party gave a series of concerts, including one in the School hall. It was 
reported that a large audience fully appreciated the choir, orchestra and 
actors - even though all the items were performed in German. 

The start of hostilities in September 1939 naturally had a profound effect 
on the School in the following six years. As the war progressed, certain 
masters left the school to enter the armed services and they were replaced by 
mistresses. This was a significant change in what had been a male-only 
society within the School. 

 Mr A. R. Woolley 
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A further trauma came about in the September when the School was 
allocated a quota of evacuees. It was required to absorb 30 boys and two 
masters from the Haberdashers’Aske’s School, Hampstead and a further 20 
boys from other London schools. At least one Londoner was in every form of 
the School. The staff at the School all gave up the last three weeks of the 
summer holiday that year to help in the government's evacuation scheme for 
school children. 

Evidence of air raid precautions appeared in 1940 with the completion of 
air raid shelters in the school grounds. It was reported, hopefully, that the 
shelters ‘should’ provide protection from blast and splinters of a 500 lbs 
bomb bursting 50 feet away. The  shelters were, later that year, used in 
earnest when the whole School spent a jovial, if uproarious , half hour 
waiting for the all-clear siren to sound. Further evacuees were 
accommodated when boys from West Ham Grammar School and 
Tottenham Technical School arrived. 

By 1941 boys in blue uniform began to be seen about the School following 
the formation of the Air Training Corps flight. Under the auspices of the 
Forestry Commission, boys attended camps in the School holidays as part of 
the war effort. Sadly reports on Old Boys who had died on active service 
began to appear in the School magazine. 

The pressure on accommodation became serious by 1941. A new 
common room had to be created for the mistresses by the partitioning of the 
art room. Hitherto the ladies had occupied the‘sick’ room and the sick had 
had to be sick elsewhere. There was also pressure on the dining room 
facilities, which necessitated the ‘heating up’of the cold dinner tables, and 
the removal of the small number of sandwich diners into the art room. 

In April 1942 the School was placed under an obligation to provide a team 
of ‘fire-watchers’ each night to safeguard the premises from incendiary 
bombs. A party of three was organised, mainly drawn from the staff, but 
senior boys helped out as needed, especially in the holidays. As part of the 
national salvage campaign the iron railings which protected the front of the 
buildings were removed for smelting down. Farm work became part of the 
curriculum and this consisted mainly of beet, swede and potato picking. On 
occasions complete forms were employed by local farmers. 

Shortage of all kinds appeared during 1943 including clothing material, 
which forced the School to adopt a new kind of cap that was all black with a 
Northamptonshire rose design on the front. This replaced the original 
design of red rings around the cap. The obligation, listed among many others 
in the School rules (see an appendix), that “School uniforms must on all 
occasions be worn to and from School” obviously still persisted at that time. 

The number of boys on the School list continued steadlily to increase and 
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a number unfortunately were refused admission. Plans were made for an 
admission examination for those who had not won a special place or a 
promotion mark.One welcome consequence of the pressure on places was 
the enlargement of the sixth form. 

A notable event on 12 June 1944 was the return to the School of the first 
headmaster, Mr Lay, when he gave the Address on Commemoration Day. 
The war was still at a critical stage and the School roll of honour (see an 
appendix) by now listed 13 Old Boys who had died on active service. Two 
were listed as missing in action and four were prisoners ofwar. Decorations 
had been awarded to 10 of them. 

The end of the war in 1945 came as a very welcome event. However at the 
same time the School learned with regret that the headmaster was to take up 
a post in Oxford. A very successful phase in the development of the School 
was brought to an end. An appreciation of Mr Woolley and his time at the 
School is included in an appendix. 







CHAPTER 4 

H A WRENN HEADSHIP 1946 - 1975 

The third (and last) headmaster of the School was Mr H A Wrenn FRSA, 
MA, Christ Church, Oxford. He took up post in January 1946, and came to 
the School after serving as senior modern language master at Birkenhead 
School, St  Peter’s School York, and Bradford Grammar School. 

He took over at a difficult time, so soon after the end of the war with 
austerity the norm in the life of the nation. By 1946 the several masters who 
had been in the armed services began to be demobilised and returned to the 
School. The transition from war to peace gradually became a reality. On the 
domestic front the School kitchens were functioning under a new cook and 
they became dignified under the name of canteen. The last mistress on the 
staff list left that year, and what was their common room was soon taken over 
as a sixth form class room. 

The weather during the winter of 1946/47 was particularly severe with 
snow and ice persisting into March. At the height of the blizzards that 
howled across the country only 80 boys were able to get to School on one 
particular nasty day. They were regaled with lectures and handball, whilst 
the staff not so occupied kept their minds whole, and.their tempers frayed, 
with bridge and badminton. Organised outdoor sport was completely out for 
weeks but many a snowball was thrown. 

As the number of boys increased it was decided in 1947 to create a first 
form, split into la, l b  and 1c. A long awaited biology laboratory was made 
operational. Some relief from the pressure on accomodation came in 1948 
with a start on the installation of a few prefabricated classrooms. The ‘ inner’ 
boy was catered for with the re-introduction of a tuck shop. 

The close liaison with the Parents Committee was maintained and in 
November 1949 a meeting in the hall was arranged to explain to the 150 
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parents attending the effect on the School time table of new examination 
statutes. By the summer term of 1950 the School acknowledged that it was 
20 years old and to mark the occasion an invitation was made to anyone 
associated with the School to propose a School motto. There is no evidence 
that such a motto was ever adopted. 

The whole School in May 1951 made an excursion to the Festival of 
Britain exhibition on the South Bank in London. The highly complicated 
organisation ofwhat was a successful day was in the experienced hands ofMr 
Dunning. By September of that year 10 senior and middle boys had 
completed exchange visits to France. The exchange began the previous 
Christmas when the first boy visited a French family and returned bringing a 
French boy to his home. 

The School secretary Miss Bavin in 1952 celebrated 21 years in her post. 
T o  mark this milestone the School, the staff and the Old Grammarians 
Association raised a subscription in appreciation of her services. A cheque 
was presentedd to her on Speech Day. 

During 1953 a party of boys under the leadership of Mr Cheale and 
Mr C J H Ward left for a 12 day visit to the Bernese Oberland in Austria. A 
similar visit the following year was advertised in the School magazine at the 
price of  £28  (approx) fully inclusive, even of excursions. By now further 
prefabricated classrooms were occupied, and their coming into use allowed a 
redistribution of forms. The juniors occupied all the new classrooms and the 
seniors were housed in the main building. 

Publicity was given in the magazine to the School second-hand shop 
which had been set up, as it was considered that in the average school career 
there were many occasions when it was necessary to replace games kit etc 
which had been outgrown. Prices in the shop ranged from 21/-(10p) for a pair 
of rugby shorts to 15/- (75p) for a pair of cricket boots. It was stressed that all 
items of clothing were laundered before sale. 

Work on considerable extensions to the School premises started in 1954, 
and it was hoped to occupy the new art room and staff common room early 
the following year. Improvements to the boiler system were also undertaken. 
During 1955 a radio and relay system was installed which greatly simplified 
and improved the use of broadcasts within the School. 

The headmaster received recognition of his literary skills in 1956 when a 
play, a murder mystery, written by him was broadcast on the BBC Midland 
Home Service. It was his first play, following several previously published 
novels. Further extensions to the buildings were under way in 1957 with a 

School Prefects 1949 
Back row: Bob Shawley, Ralph Levy, Peter Wilson, Anthony Crawley, Paul Wills, Ron Lawrence, 

S. T Wells 
Front row: John Fuller, Gerald Neville, John Hyde, DavidLaw, GeoffColes, Bob Leslie, Peter Smith 





new music room, a biology laboratory and an extra classroom. The guest of 
honour invited to the following years Speech Day, Sir John Cockcroft, 
consented to give his name to the laboratory. 

In the autumn term of that year a warm welcome back to the School was 
offered to two boys, Barrie Tall and David Munns, who had made good 
recoveries from injuries sustained when they were struck by lightning during 
a cricket match at Peterborough in the summer. An influenza epidemic 
struck the School in the early part of the autumn term, and it reached a peak 
during the first week of October when 260 boys were away ill. 

The School outing in August 1958 was an adventurous one when a party 
of 60, split into two groups, travelled on consecutive Saturdays by sea to 
Norway. Three members of the sixth form, Roger Allen, David Lee and Max 
Wyman, distinguished themselves in the September of that year when they 
appeared on BBC Television in the‘Ask me Another’quiz. They defeated 
the‘Brains of Britain’ team by 34 points to 23. Another pupil, Terry Gotch 
was honoured in July 1959 when he received from HRH Princess Margaret 
the American Trophy, a cup presented by the United States Army Air Corps 
to the St. John Ambulance Brigade for award to the cadet who performs the 
most outstanding act of gallentry during the year. In the previous August 
cadet Gotch rescued an 11 year old boy from a disused, and very deep, clay 
pit off the Finedon Road in Wellingborough. 

The guest of honour on Speech Day in June 1960, Lord Birkett, gave his 
name to the music room, which then became the Birkett lecture theatre. 
That Speech Day was memorable not only for the perfect weather but also 
for a concession, due to the heat, that all the boys other than the prize 
winners were permitted to discard their blazers. 

The first Old Grammarian to achieve high civic honours locally was Bruce 
Brown when in 1961 he became chairman of Wellingborough Urban 
District Council. The School’s first headmaster, Mr Lay announced in 1962 
his retirement from the City of Oxford School where he had been since 
1944. As the Oxford School was merging with another school Mr Lay thus 
became the first headmaster of Wellingborough Grammar School and the 
last headmaster of the City of Oxford School. 

The considerable success being achieved by Old Grammarian David 
Frost in the BBC television satirical show 'That Was The Week That Was’ 
was first noted in 1962. The guest of honour at the Speech Day in May 1963, 
the distinguished author Sir Compton MacKenzie, gave his name to the 
School library. He also presented to the School the original manuscript of 
several of his longer articles. A special display cabinet in the library was 
planned for them. 

Speech Day 1967 
Alderman E. A. Steele, Group Captain Douglas Bader,  Mr Wrenn 
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During 1964 steady progress was made on the construction of extensive 
extensions to the School buildings. A change in contractors led to an 
unavoidable delay but work progressed on the new gymnasium and assembly 
hall. The new buildings were officially opened on 5 March 1965 by Mr Allan 
Bullock, Master of St  Catherine’s College, Oxford. The gymnasium was 
named by the Marquess of Exeter when he was the guest at the Speech Day 
later that year. The new hall was named by Earl Mountbatten when he was a 
guest of honour at the Speech Day in 1966. The number of boys reached 
almost 600 during that year and the sixth form numbered 189. 

David Frost continued his successful television career and in 1967 his 
programme ‘Frost over Britain7 won an award at the Montreux festival. 
School annual excursions were well established, and a typical one in June 
1968 saw 400 boys makingvisits to such places as the London Zoo, Woburn 
Abbey, the House of Commons, the Old Bailey, and the Shuttleworth 
Aviation Museum. Regular overseas visits continued, and in that year a party 
of 78 boys went to Lugano, Lucerne and Interlaken, accompanied by 
Mr  & Mrs Cheale and Mr  & Mrs Wrenn. 

In the Sixties the School’s academic record was outstanding and 
successes at the universities followed thick and fast. T o  quote just one 
example it held the national record for winning the major engineering 
scholarship of London University. Exceptional strength was maintained in 
the maths/science side, and credit is due in particular to Mr J H Butler’s 
leadership of the mathematical department. On Speech Day 1969 the guest 
of honour, Sir Peter Scott, gave his name to the geography department 
rooms. Rising costs of publication forced the editor of the School magazine 
in 1970 to restrict publication to once a year, rather than the previous twice. 

The year 1971 saw the disappearance of excursion day from the School 
calendar. This event had been instituted several years before as a post 
examination relief and as a means of boys having a chance to visit places to 
which otherwise they would not be able to go. The decreasing willingness of 
industry to open it's doors and disrupt its’schedule for visiting parties made 
arrangements increasingly difficult, and it was decided to dispense with the 
event. 

The School Library came in for much praise in 1972 when it introduced a 
resources centre for use by pupils and staff. Material for this built up rapidly 
and, when cataloguing was completed, it provided a reference section more 
up to date and contained information more easily accessible than the existing 
reference section. It provided storage and retrieval facilities for audio-visual 
as well as documentary. 

In 1973 came the news that the School secretary, Miss Bavin, was to retire 
after 42 years service. The final edition of the School magazine was 
published in 1974. 

By 1975 the School was no more and the third and final headship came to 
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an end. An appreciation of Mr Wrenn and of his many years service to the 
School is included in an appendix. 





CHAPTER 5 

SCHOOL SECRETARY 1931 - 1973 

Miss Nora Bavin was the first School secretary and in a span of 42 years, 
until her retirement in 1973, she guided the hearts and minds of three 
headmasters. She saw over 150 teaching staff come and go during that 
period, in addition to over 4000 boys. She became a cornerstone in the fabric 
of the organisation of the School. She dealt with accounts, the admin side of 
examinations, boys' careers and university entrance. She even found time to 
care for the School cat. 

The Old Grammarians Association was so appreciative of her interest and 
assistance in the expansion of their Association that she was,  in 1951,elected 
as an honorary member - the only woman so honoured. She was at that time 
prevailed upon to write a short article for the Association magazine. 

It was in April 1931, that the headmaster asked me to meet the 
governors, and so began my duty as secretary of the School. 

The  f i r  s t  few weeks were over-shadowed by the thought of the 
official opening. At 1ast June 11 arrived. Boys took up their positions 
along the front drive, to await the arrival of Sir Michael Sadler.  Mr 
Clayton broke the flag and Sir Michael unlocked the front door. The 
procession continued to the Hall, where the service was held. We were 
now officially Wellingborough Grammar School. 

The first School concert had been  held before my appointment but 
the excitement of the first play was yet to come. It was written by the 
boys themselves. The duplicating of copies of the script, journeys to 

Association 50th anniversary dinner 1984 
Harold Worboys (Treasurer 1934), Miss Bavin (School secretary), 

Jim Mandeville (Treasurer 1984) 



Woolworths to purchase props and lighting effects, making costumes, 
etc. all became mingled with the work of the School secretary. 

And so the School grew, each new term bringing new faces - boys 
and staff It was in 1937 that the originals began to leave, and among 
them was MrLay, whose departure closed the most exciting chapter in 
the School’s life. It had been established, and in many ways has 
carried on, in the traditions laid by Mr  Lay. 

Next came the war years. The arrival of other schools, the 
departure of members of the staff, their places being taken by 
mistresses all changed the course of things. During these years, the 
secretary 's job included umpiring hockey matches between the two 
sixth forms in Eastfield Park and later at the High School. 

Wellingborough Grammar School has progressed from 64 in 
1930 to 520 in 1951. There are more “prefabs”, more lost property, 
more cut knees and broken spectacles, and more Old Boys taking coffee 
at the Lyric on Saturday mornings. The School is unique in the 
happiness which is enjoyed by everyone. 

I suppose no other Old Boys Association has an honora ry member 
of the opposite sex, and I greatly appreciate the kindness and 
friendship of its members. 

In the 50th anniversary Association magazine published in 1988 Mr 
Wrenn contributed an appreciation of her services to the School and the 
Association. 

Miss Nora Bavin was educated at Wellingborough High School and 
became secretary of the School in 1931. She continued in this post 
with all three headmasters until her retirement in 1973, two years 
before the two schools amalgamated and became comprehensive. 
More than any other person Miss Bavin symbolises to Old 
Grammarians their schooldays. 

In addition to her secretarial duties, she was fully involved in 
almost every aspect of school life from the very beginning, especially in 
the Drama Club, the Music Society, the Railway Club and the 
Scouts. She was not only highly efficient but could work at 
phenomenal speed and had a fantastic memory. Even when the 
School reached 600, she not only knew all the boys by name but a 
great deal more about them than they suspected. Miss Bavin was 
equally well-known over theyears to thousands of parents.She was 
treasurer of the Parents committee and, together with Mrs Webb, Mrs 
Wrenn and the parents,raised the larger part of the funds with which 



the Old Grammarians original memorial field was bought, and on 
which their present fortunes are founded. 

All this would have been more than enough for most people, but  
Miss Bavin was very active in the work of StAndrew’s Church. She 
crowned her lifelong support of thegirlguides by becoming divisional 
commander, and in 1978 she received the laurel award for services to 
the guide movement. Perhaps her outstanding achievement was her 
election in 1973 as National President of the Association of School 
Secretaries. 

Since her retirement Miss Bavin has continued her church and 
guide work, and has also assisted in the Oxfam shop. All this 
constitutes a superb record, but even more important to the 
Association is that most Old Grammarians still remember the vital 
role she played in their schooldays, particularly when they were 
unwell, had mislaid theirproperty, orspent their dinner money in the 
tuckshop. 

The Old Grammarians showed theirgratitude when in l985 they 
made her the Association's only lady Vice-President. 





CHAPTER 6 

SPORT 

The School always had a spendid record of achievements in its sporting 
activities in addition to its well deserved reputation for high academic 
success. In the sport of rugby football the School produced two pupils who 
went on to play for England at international level, plus three others who won 
Oxbridge blues. There was also a pupil who played county cricket, and a 
pupil who became an All England Schools' athletic champion. Many other 
pupils excelled in their chosen sport. The sporting curriculum included:- 

Association football 
Athletics 
Basketball 
Boxing 
Cricket 
Rugby Union football 

Brief descriptions of these sports as played at the School are given below. 
Sportsmen on leaving the School have continued with these sports, plus 
others, under the name of the Old Grammarians (see an appendix) 

Association football 
The first reference to the game of ‘soccer’ did not appear until very late in 

history of the School. For over 40 years the only football game that had been 
played was that of rugby union, but in 1972 a full report was made on this 
new venture. Soccer teams at ‘Under 13‘,‘Under 15’and ‘Under 16’level 
were fielded in the Rushden and District League. In the following year there 
was an unprecedented number of first year boys pressing for a place in the
‘Under 13’games. The ‘Under 16’ team reached the final of the league cup 
competition only to be beaten at the last hurdle by Wollaston School. One 
improvement in the fortunes of the School was the acquisition of a pitch on 
Roseacre. 

An Old Grammarian, Brian Hill, refereed the F.A. Cup Final at Wembley 
in 1988. 



Athletics
Athletic sports were part of the School curriculum from the beginning.

The first available report, in the School magazine of the autumn term of 
1932, submitted by Mr Perkins, said:-

The second annual sports were held on Thursday 7 April. The
weatherwas poorand, in addition to being vey cold, there was a gale
accompanied by hail and rain. This made things decidedly
uncomfortable for both competitors and spectators. The opening race,
the 100 yards (under 14) was won by Harold Gardiner and the
second race 100yards (under 12) was won by Max Laughton. These 
two runners were prominent in other events and were the respective
winners of the senior and junior ‘VictorLudorum’ medals.

The 220 yards(open) waspurely a Gryphons’ affair, owing to the
lack of entrants. This gave them a lead in points which they 
maintained through the relay races and the other individual races
until the long jumps,which werethe final events. TheStags at theend
of a much interrupted and delayed programme did exceptionally well
in the long jumps and in triumph carried off the House Cup. 

Sports Day became an annual fixture in the School calendar and was
usually held in May. Records for many of the events were soon being made 
and broken, and there was always keen competition between Houses to win
the House Athletics Cup. Cross country running was then part of the sports 
programme and in 1935 for the first time a run was arranged against another 
school. On Saturday 16 March the Daventry Grammar School team was
entertained over a 31/

2
 mile course. Eight boys ran for the School, the first six

counting. Sad to report the School was beaten by 50 points to 3 1. This match
became an annual event. By 1937 it was decided that cross country was
worthy to stand on its own, separated completely from the School sports. A
cup was generously presented by Mr H. R. Williams for an inter-house
competition.

Records continued to be broken and, from time to time, one competitor
displayed a better than average talent for athletics. On Sports Day in 1942
Gordon Shipman excelled by winning five ‘over 15’ events: the mile, half 
mile, quarter mile, 220 yards amd 100 yards. One other interesting winner 
that year was Don White, the future rugby international, with a leap of 4 feet
11Y2 inches in the high jump. The other rugby international produced by the



School, John Hyde, was also prominent in athletics when in 1946 he won the 
‘senior’ events in the 440 yards, 200 yards, 100 yards and the long jump. He 
was also the first pupil to be designated as captain of athletics (see an 
appendix). 

In 1947 athletics matches were, for the first time, introduced against other 
schools. These were held with Bedford Modern School, Northampton 
Grammar School, Kings School, Deacons School and Kettering Grammar 
School. During 1948 the School entered competitors in the Public Schools 
Athletics Championships at the White City stadium. Three boys, John 
Hyde, Ian Simmons and Graham Surridge represented the School. They 
performed creditably, particuarly Surridge who secured a standard time in 
the one mile, with a time of 4 minutes 43.2 seconds. 

Another outstanding performance came on Sports Day in 1950, when 
Graham Ridge won all the ‘junior’ events and broke two School records in 
the process. He  won the half mile, 220 yards, 100 yards, high jump (a record 
4 feet 5 inches) and the long jump (a record 17 feet 6 inches). The standard 
of athletics was continually being improved over the years. In 1952 the 
School was well represented in the Northants County AAA championships 
at Northampton and the Northants Schools Athletics Association 
championships at Peterborough. Boys also attended the annual athletics 
course held at Grendon Hall during the Easter holidays. In 1954 the captain 
of athletics David Barber, won the Midland Counties AAA one mile junior 
championship at Birmingham. 

As the season progressed, the School was well represented at numerous 
athletics' meetings, and there were many fine individual performances. They 
are too numerous to mention in detail, but one of note in July 1956 was the 
selection of John Sharman to represent the county in the 880 yards at the 
schools inter-county championships in Plymouth. The first mention of Neil 
Palmer, in due course to become the 440 yards All-England Schools 
champion, came in 1959 when he won both the ‘junior’ 100 yards and 220 
yards in the triangular match against Kettering Grammar School and 
Northampton Grammar School. His namesake, N, J. Palmer, set a record 
for the ‘middle’ 880 yards, of 2 minutes 11 seconds, at the same meeting. 

Neil Palmer and Tony Bayes, in July 1960, represented the county in the 
long jump and 220 yards respectively at the schools inter-county 
championships held at Shrewsbury. By 1962 Neil Palmer was captain of 
athletics and, in the Midlands Counties Youth 440 yards at Duston, he 
returned a time 50.6 seconds, a new School record and only seven tenths of a 
second ouside the English record. The athletics report in the School 
magazine in 1964 commented that “the School has been fortunate to have 
performers of the quality of Neil Palmer, Peter Lindsell, Robert Ball, 
Graham Walden and Robert Pine. These have inspired the younger 
members of the athletics team, and matches with other schools have been 





won through the overwhelming superiority of the seniors, combined with 
steady performances by the middle and junior sections". Neil Palmer in that 
year went on to become the All-England Schools 440 yards champion in a ., 

time of 48.4 seconds. 
The years that followed did not quite produce such high achievements but 

in the relatively moderate seasons some athletes did well, and the School 
continued to be well represented at district and county level. One 
outstanding athlete, Graham Phillips, made his mark 1969 when he won five 
events on Sports Day in the ‘over 17’category (now metric) in the 100,200, 
400 and 1500 metres, plus the long jump. 

Cross country had over the years continued to be a separate part of the 
sport of athletics. In 1971 the senior fixture list was extended and 
competitive cross country running was introduced into the lower School, 
and junior teams were entered in the local leagues. 

Basketball 
The game of basketball was introduced into the School curriculum about 

1965, under the expert guidance of Mr  R.B. Taylor. He  reported that after a 
slow start two teams had been established, the Seniors and the Under 14s. 
Both had a hard core of regular attenders at practices and this enabled 
matches to be played at inter-school level. 

In the season 1965/66 the School had its first full season of fixtures with 
four representative sides; the Seniors, the Under 16s, Under 15s, and 
Under 14s. All enjoyed a successful season and out of a total of 57 matches 
played 40 were won. At the end of the Spring term 1966 the Seniors and the 
Under 15s went on a tour of Hampshire. 

The season 1966/67 saw a further extensions with the introduction of a 
Seconds team, and this filled a gap between the juniors and the seniors. The  
annual Easter tour that season was spent in the Stockton and Darlington area 
playing school teams. 

The game maintained a growing interest within the School with the 
introduction of inter-form competitions and the first ever inter-house cup 
competitions. By the season 1967/68 the School was able to field six teams. 
The following season the Seniors and the Under 15s teams were selected 
en-bloc to represent the Northants’ Schools in the East Midlands League. 
In their respective divisions the Seniors were second and the Under 15s 
won. In school games the Under 15s were defeated that season, having won 
all their 19 matches. 

The standards of the various teams fluctuated in succeeding School years 

Neil Palmer 
All-England Schools 440 yards champion 1964 





and the Under 16s team had to be abandoned for lack of worthwhile support 
in 1973. Interest, however, in the junior sides was maintained. 

Boxing 
A boxing class was started in the early years of the School, in the summer 

term of 1932 under the tuition of a M r  Jacques of Wellingborough. It was 
reported that at one time or another about 12 boys had been on the 
attendance book but that unfortunately the average attendance had only 
been five. The  hour (not reported) that the class was held appeared to be 
rather awkward for out-of-town boys. 

T o  encourage the boys to take up the sport a house competition was 
organised during the Easter term of 1933.The first winners were the 
Gryphons' team. T h e  following year the preliminary bouts of the 
competition were held at the beginning of the week, and the semi-finals and 
finals were fought on a Saturday afternoon in the School hall, using a special 
extension to the stage. 

The finals of the fourth inter-house competition were held in 1936 on a 
Thursday afternoon in the School hall. The  whole School and a number of 
visitors watched the bouts. The  competition in 1937 attracted an entry of 12 
boys (bantam weight), 16 (feather weight), 11 (light weight), 3 (welter 
weight) and 7 (heavy weight). 

The captain of the winning team in 1938 was Fred Clipstone, who had 
himselfwon the heavy weight title, and he was presented with a replica of the 
cup for his captaincy of the winning house team, the Lions, for the third 
successive year. 

Full details of the 1939 inter-house competitions were reported upon, but 
there were no subsequent reports. From then on boxing appears to have 
ceased to be part of the School curriculum. 

Cricket 
The  game ofcricket was played at the the School from the very beginning. 

In the summer of 1932 eight ‘Under 14’matches were arranged with other 
schools, ofwhich three were cancelled, four were lost and one drawn. Leslie 
Calff the captain was described as “an efficient all-rounder”, and Tom 
Collins “puts his heart and soul into his bowling” (which he continued to do 
for many years with Wellingborough Town Cricket Club). A match was 
played in that season against the Parents resulting in a win for the School. 
The house cricket cup was won by the Stags. 

Over the next two years steady consolidation rather than spectacular 

Seniors Basketball team 1969 
Standing: Philip York, Graham Phillips, John Partridge 

Seated: Geof Howes, Barry Smith (captain), Rhonie Lawson 



progress was the order of the day. In 1934 the 1st X1 played nine matches 
winning only two. The  batsmen aaccumulated some poor totals: 28 all out 
against Towcester Grammar School; 35 all out against the Parents and Staff 
X l .  A total of 141 for eight declared against Blackfriars 2nd X1 must have 
been a cause for celebration, especially as Blackfriars were all out for 27. 1st 
X1 colours were awarded to Sydney Sanders, the captain, and Frederick 
Furr who hit a fine 74 against Blackfriars. The ‘Under 14’team played eight 
matches and were successful against Daventry Grammar School and 
Towcester Grammar School. The  name of Ron Loomes was mentioned for 
his steady batting. The  1935 School summer magazine reported “one is left 
with the definite impression that the School cricket has settled down and is 
reaching a creditable level”. Of 12 1st X1 matches played four were won. A 
nine wicket victory was recorded over an Old Boys X l ,  and Mr  Nicholas 
“made a splendid 78 in quick time” against the Wellingborough Thursday 
X l .  Sydney Sanders topped the batting averages and Joe Findley the bowling 
averages. T h e ‘Scorpions’ X1 played their annual match against Bramcote 
and were thrashed. 

During 1936 Fred Partridge and Fred Maycock topped both batting and 
bowling averages. Much reponsibility seemed to be thrown on their 
shoulders though Max Laughton “showed much promise now and then with 
the bat”. Only three 1st X1 matches were won that season. 

The 1937 season showed little improvement though “not a little of the 
competitive success of the X1 was due to the keen able captaincy of Joe 
Findley”. Jack Remington took 30 wickets at an average of 9.86. Again 1938 
was a mediocre season though two individual achievements stand out: a 
record top score of 91 not out by Ron Bailey against the Parents X1 and 
Norman Betts eight wickets for 18 runs against Towcester Grammar 
School. 

Fourteen matches were played by the 1st XI in 1939 of which four were 
won. A lively John Fielder took 42 wickets at an average of 7.78 while the 
captain, Jack Remington, did well with bat and ball. Overall the 1930s did 
not produce outstanding 1st X1 results, but regular ‘Under 14’X1 matches 
and some ‘Scorpions’ matches were being played. Staff coaching and 
enthusiasm was benefitting and encouraging the pupils. Mr  Hole devoted 
much time and energy, often on Saturday mornings, in coaching budding 
cricketers. Many local cricketers owed their forward defensive strokes to 
sound ‘Hole’ coaching. 

For the 1 st X1 1940 was a very successful and encouraging season. Of 11 
matches played only one was lost, that against an Old Boys X l .  John Fielder 
excelled with bat and ball, scoring 204 runs and taking 53 wickets at a cost of 
5.41 runs apiece. Captain Bert Catlin was an inspiring leader. John Fielder 
again took over 50 wickets in 1941 when seven games were won. In the 1942 
summer School magazine this appeared: “The war has affected cricket more 
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than even this year. Lack of petrol has led to rougher games-day wickets, 
shortage of barbed wire has led to depredations by local urchins, mainly at 
the expense of the nets, and the 1st X1 boundary is now a meadow”. The  1st 
X1 under Alan Hall was undefeated in 11 matches. The good form 
continued in 1943 when only two matches were lost. Then Roy Cross, the 
captain, topped the batting with an aggregate of 249 runs and John Hardwick 
took 3 1 wickets; in the following year 1944 he broke the School record by 
taking 62 wickets at a cost of 5.2 runs. Don Knight scored 304 runs to top the 
batting in another successful season. 

Ken Bond took over the captaincy in 1945 and scored 332 runs at an 
average of 33.2. Overall the war years were a period of improvement and 
success for School cricket. The  names of such players as Ken Bond, John 
Fielder, John Hardwick, Don Knight, John Minney, Bob Chapman and 
Derrick Pearce were to appear prominently in local cricket for many years to 
come, but by then the School had yet to produce a county cricketer. In 1946 
the captain, John Hardwick, led a successful side. He  scored 299 runs, took 
55 wickets, and his ability and enthusiasm were rewarded by a County trial 
and a game with the County 2nd X1 - a rare distinction for a schoolboy. In 
1947 John Hyde was spoken of as “a model of efficiency in the field, taking 
many brilliant catches and always being on the ‘qui vive’”. That year in the 
Masters match, though the School were beaten, John Minney took eight 
wickets for 11 runs but for the Masters, Mr  Davies, once a Glamorgan 
County player, took seven for 27 and Mr  Wrenn three for 21. Eight matches 
out of 11 were won in 1948 when David Roberts emerged as a leg spinner 
taking 40 wickets at an average of 4.9. 

Under Jack Hodgkins in 1948 an outstanding result was a 47 run victory 
against Northampton Grammar School. Keith Lawrence batted through the 
innings for 49 not out and then took six wickets for 32 runs. The  School 
magazine for 1949 reported that by then a 2nd X1 was in action in addition to 
‘Under  13’,‘Under 14’and‘Under 15’ teams. Cricket had definitely taken a 
hold. 

The 1950s started on a high note with the 1st X1 having an unbeaten 
record. David Law showed faultless and inspired captaincy, but the strength 
of the team was the pace bowling of Paul and Ian Wills and Pat Hunt. No 
spinner was used all season. The  unbeaten record under John Whiffing 
continued in 1951 when Ron Holmes and he topped both batting and 
bowling. Spin predominated and Holmes took 39 wickets, and spun the ball 
both ways accurately. Brian Warren scored the School’s first recorded 
century, against the Old Cytringanians. The  1952 team were ‘draw’ 
specialists, 10 out of 13 games being drawn. 1953 followed the same pattern. 
In these years there were few outstanding performances but Bill Priest 
showed promise with the bat, and Ian Wills and Alan Abbott with the ball. 
Bill Priest captained the team in 1954 and of Mike Dilley it was reported that 
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"he did in one match show commendable accuracy - but one match is not 
sufficient!" The same Mike Dilley became the only Old Grammarian to play 
for Northamptonshire, for whom he bowled fast medium. J. Buckby batted 
well but no averages are recorded for that year. 

Mike Dilley must have developed some accuracy in 1955 for he took 58 
wickets in 12 matches. The name of David Frost appears among the 
batsmen. He scored 45 not out against Kings School - not bad for a future 
television star! The 1956 side won only four of the 11 matches played, but 
Tony Bean and D. G. Hodson achieved excellent bowling performances, 
whilst David Frost and John Sharman batted well. Disappointingly only 
three matches were won in 1957 but David Wilson batted well, scoring 70 
against the Masters Xl .  In the same game Mr Wrenn scored 69. The 1958 
School magazine reported that "our thanks are due to Ernie Bryan, the 
groundsman, for his conscientiousness and careful preparation of wickets". 
On those wickets David Powell shone with the bat, whilst Roy Tomlin 
bowled well. the School magazine of 1959 criticised the lack of boldness of 
the batting, though the form of Peter Tompkins and Mike Nelson promised 
for the future. They both fulfilled their promise by sound batting in the 1960 
season but results were disappointing, only two matches being won, both 
surprisingly against Kettering Grammar School. 

Mike Kitson led the side in 1961 when the names of Peter Jackson and 
John Frisby featured among the run makers. Unfortunately Peter Tompkins 
lacked penetrative support from the other end in the bowling. He and Peter 
Jackson were again mainstays of a 1962 side which achieved only mediocre 
results. Sketchy batting and mediocre fielding appear to be the hall marks of 
the 1963 season though Michael Henson played several fine innings and Ian 
Gillett bowled steadily. 

Inconsistent batting in 1964 continued "though only Graham Ottewell 
has been anywhere near consistent, yet even when the bowlers are finding 
him difficult to dislodge he will do his best to run himself, or some other 
unfortunate out". Clive Bellamy was the pick of the bowlers, ably assisted by 
Keith Barron. Clive Bellamy again starred in a 1965 season of mixed 
fortunes. The fielding left a lot to be desired in 1966 when dropped catches 
were commonplace. Two junior members of the team. Martin Dobbs and 
David Lever, showed great potential as batsmen. 

In 1967 four matches were won, mainly due to the bowling of Barry Waite 
and John Hobley and the batting of David Toseland. Only seven matches 
were played in 1968 but it was reported that Martin Dobbs "has become an 

1st XI 1946 
Standing: R. T. W. Oakley, Bob Chapman, Graham Surridge, Richard Wallis, Bernard Timpson, 

Jack Hodgkins, Jimmy Hill, Geoff Coles, Keith Lawrence 
Seated: John Hyde, John Hardwick, Mr Wrenn, John M innie ,  David Law 





accomplished batsman. H e plays well off the front foot and hooks the short
ball with a Milburn-like aggression.” Richard Hobbs performed a hat trick
against Oundle School 2nd X1 and took six for 14 against Bedford School 
2nd X l . 1969 under the enthusiastic captaincy of Hobbs, was a successful
season for the School, and Tony Willers it was reported “stepped a little
hesitantly into the position of wicket keeper”. He continued in this capacity 
both with Wellingborough Cricket Club and the Association team.

Only three matches were won in 1970 and only one in 1971 despite the 
work of Harry Neal as groundsman. 1972 was another disappointing year
though the honours went to the bowlers, especially Steven Cheney. The last
recorded matches show that in the 1974 season 10 matches were played,
three won, three lost, four drawn. 

Rugby Union football
The first reference to the game of rugby union football as played at the

School appeared in the first issue of theSchool magazine in the autumn term 
of 1932, when it was reported that half-colours for rugby had been awarded
to Leslie Callf, Clifford Edwards, Donald Lawrence, John Jackson and
Sydney Sanders.

That issue of the magazine also contained brief (yet often sharply critical) 
pen portraits ofthe members of an ‘Under 15’ XV, which was then the senior 
School side, and an ‘Under 14’ XV. These early pen portraits are 
reproduced in an appendix. Sydney Sanders was shown as captain of the
senior side - his successors over the years are listed in an appendix. One
success for that senior side in the season 1932/33 was a victory over 
Towcester Grammar School by 63 points to nil.

Writing in the 1932 magazine, Mr Clayton, the master in charge of rugby,
commented:-

The ‘Under 15’ team has got together fairly well and are now 
probably in their right positions. Unfortunately they have not this 
term been tested against good opposition. When every man can be
relied on to tackle low and fall on the ball it will be agood team. The
‘Under14’ team as a whole took some time to settle down. W e had a
new full-back and new halves to find. The forwards are light but good
in the loose and have improved their tackling and falling on the ball.
The outsides have not, up to the time of writing, been as forceful and
dangerous as they should have been.

1st XI 1955
Standing: Alfred Young, Trevor Field, Gerald Rose, D. G. Hodson, David Frost, Tony Bean 

Seated: Brian Rigby, Bill Priest, David Stevens (captain), Mike Dilley, fulian Wills





The game flourished within the School and by 1933 a senior side, the 1st 
XV, was fielded in addition to the other two sides. During the season 
1934/35 the 'Under 15' XV played a match against an Old Boys XV. The .  
School side lost 9-18. For the first time in the School's history both teams 
had learnt their football at the School. As boys left the School they were 
encouraged to play for the Wellingborough RFC 3rd XV, captained by Mr 
Watkins, a master at the School. In a 1st XV fixture that season against the 
Wellingborough side, which the School won 19-0, it was reported that "this 
was a fast game in which the School played well with Mr Nicholas leading the 
forwards". 

By 1936 it was reported that "School football has made a definite advance 
this year. The School has a 1st XV which has a keen team spirit". In the 
autumn term of 1937 it was noted that 71 boys had represented the School in 
matches that term. Of the teams the most successful had been the 1st XV. 

The crytic pen portraits of the members of the various teams continued to 
appear each season. One such portrait in the autumn term of 1938 referring 
to the 'Under 14' XV said "D. White - he is developing into a very useful 
hooker whose other play and knowledge of the game is improving". His 
'other play' certainly contained much promise for, after leaving the School, 
he went on to win international caps for England. 

In 1939 the School, and the sport of rugby football in particular, lost the 
services of Mr Clayton when he left for a post in Manchester. He had been 
the master in charge of rugby from the foundation ofthe School in 1930. His 
successor was Mr Nicholas. An appreciation of Mr Clayton's services is 
included in an appendix. 

The outbreak of war in September 1939 obviously had an adverse effect 
on rugby fixtures, with the cancellation of some of the more distant ones. Bad 
weather in the winter of 1939/40 also curtailed fixtures and few matches 
were played. New fixtures in 1940 included two schools that had been 
evacuated from London, Kilburn Grammar School and Willesden County 
School. Bad weather again curtailed fixtures in the season 1940/41. 

During 1942 the 1 st XV played a local Army side, 114 Regiment RAC, in 
a match which the School won 8-12. The effect of war-time clothes 
rationing began to bite during that season when the School black and white 
jerseys were almost unobtainable, and hence, a motley collection of jerseys 
appeared on games days. The School continued in 1944 and 1945 to field 
three sides. In the School magazine in 1946 a report said "we are proud of 
D. F. White who has played for the Army rugger XV several times." Don 
White subsequently became the first Old Boy of the School to play for his 
country. He gained his first international cap against Wales in the season 

Rugby Internationals 
Don White, John Hyde 





1946/47, when he scored a try in the first few minutes of the game. He went 
on to win 14 caps. The second rugby international was John Hyde who 
became the first schoolboy since 1903 to win an England cap when he played 
against France in the season 1949/50. He had previously played for English 
Schools against Wales. 

There were other rugby internationals who had connections with the 
School in that two of the masters played for the England team. Jeff 
Butterfield (1 95 1 - 1954) won 28 caps and Bob Taylor (1 964- 1975) won 15. 
Both played for the British Lions. The  full story of these players, and of the 
game of rugby football as played by the Wellingborough Old Grammarians 
club, was fully documented in a book published by the club in 1988 when it 
celebrated it's golden jubilee. 

Bad weather in the winter of 1947 curtailed the matches played in a season 
in which the 1st XVwas considered to be at its strongest for many years. That 
side in the season 1947/48 lost only one match. It was in 1948 that the 
captain of the 1st XV, John Hyde, then a playing member of Northampton 
RFC, was selected to play for the East Midlands XV in the county 
championship matches. 

In 1949 a Northamptonshire Grammar Schools' Rugby Union was 
formed and, in a match against Warwickshire Grammar Schools XV, the 
School supplied four players in John Hyde, Gerald Neville, David Law and 
Bob Leslie. In 1950 Bob Leslie played for the English Schoolboys against 
Wales, as did John Whiffing in 1951. It was in that season that four members 
of the School 1st XV, John Whiffing, Peter Jones, John Gilbert and Clive 
Daniels, played for the county Schools side. 

In the following year 1952 the School supplied five players for the county 
team; John Whiffing, Jim Hyde, Clive Daniels, Alan Towers and Peter Coles. 
By now the School was fielding five sides designated at the 1st XV, 2nd XV, 
Under 15 XV, Under 14 XV and Under 13 XV. 

In 1953 Bill Priest played for the county Schools side. He also played 
again for that team in 1954 as did Michael Beeby and Graham Ridge. One 
phase in the development of sport within the School came to an end in 1954 
when Mr Nicholas gave up his responsibility for School rugby, which he had 
held since 1939. His sucessor was Mr Sparrow. A full appreciation of Mr  
Nicholas is included in an appendix. 

It was at that time that a player who had learnt his rugby at the School first 
gained a blue. Bob Leslie played for Oxford in the varsity match of 1954. 

1st XV 1955/56 
Standing: Roger Orton, Michael Walker, Stuart Fensome, John Parsons, Richard Burfoot, 

Murray Robinson, Roger Mills, Sellick Norsworthy 
Seated: Brian Tunney, Richard Attley, Tony Bean, Brian Rigby (captain), Brian Whitney, 

Robert Robertsham, John Clarke 



There were two subsequent blues for Old Boys when David Stevens played 
for Oxford in the 1959 match, and Austin Jessop played for Cambridge in 
the 1972 match. 

The captain of the 1 st XV, Tony Bean, was in 1956 selected to play for the 
county Schools senior side. H e  was followed by Richard Attley, Ray 
King-Underwood and Sellick Norsworthy who also played for that team in 
1957; as did John Greenhalf and J.  D. Poyner, in 1958, David Tall in 1959, 
Graham Drage in 1960 and Peter Tompkins in 1961. Robert Mason, Clive 
Dobbs and M. R. Parker played in 1962, Neil Palmer and Brian Bellamy in 
1963. 

School rugby was also well represented over the years at Under 15 county 
Schools level. In 1963, in a county team that drew with Gloucestershire, the 
side contained nine pupils from the School in Peter Betts, Kevin Crossley, 
Roy Gayton, Brian Gilbert, Martin Layton, Paul Marriage, Keith Shurville, 
K. L. Tymkov and Barry Waite. 

In 1965 M r  Sparrow reported that the 1 st XV had trained hard, to become 
the best all round team that the School had had for some years. In that year, 
like his predecessor in 1932, he composed brief pen portraits of the 
members of the senior XV. These are reproduced in an appendix. They are 
candid but they do not have quite the abrasive quality of the original portraits 
of 1932. Some of the members of that team went on to be selected for the 
county' Schools side, including Bob Benoist, Bill Drew, Steve Grant, David 
'l'oseland, Barry Waite. In addition Keith Allen played for Northampton 
RFC whilst still a pupil at the School. 

In 1969 there was a change when M r  Sparrow relinquished his 
responsibility for School rugby and handed over to M r  Hyde. A full 
appreciation of M r  Sparrow and his dedication for 15 years to the sport of 
rugby football at the School is included in an appendix. 

In 1972 Ian Lutter, Peter Mankiewicz, and Keith Manning played for the 
county Schools senior side. Ian Lutter was also selected to play for the 
Midland Schools XV and the England Schools XV. With the latter team he 
toured Australia. 



CHAPTER 7 

PARENTS COMMITTEE 

From the very early days in the development of the School the parents of 
the boys displayed a very keen interest in all aspects of the work and play of 
the pupils. T h e  first reference to parents appeared in the School magazine of 
the autumn term of 1932, when a report was given of a cricket match against 
a Parents XI played on 9 June, in which the School team triumphed. The  
Parents match, became a regular fixture in the School cricket calendar. 

It was during the School Sports Day in 1936 that several parents 
volunteered to form a committee of appeal to find the money to provide a 
sports pavilion on the School playing field. Their efforts were very successful 
in a very short time, for in 1937, the headmaster was able to report that within 
a bare six months of the first meeting of the fledgling committee the required 
sum of money had been raised. The  committee, under the chairmanship of 
Mr  F C Gent, had launched an appeal,had run two whist drives, and the job 
was done. T h e  pavilion was officially opened on 10 June 1937. 

The  committee from then on began to hold whist drives on a regular basis, 
the proceeds ofwhich went to the School sports fund. T h e  secretary  was able 
to report that, whilst the war had obviously curtailed their activities, whist 
drives, jumble sales, and dances had been arranged. During the summer 
term of 1944 a garden pa r t y  was held on the occasion of the Parents match. 
By means of stalls and competitions the members raised just over £41 and 
this was passed on to the School amenities fund. It was reported that by then 
the committee had branches or sub-committees in Rushden, Higham 
Ferrers, Raunds, Irthlingborough and Irchester. 

In 1946 the committee contributed £60 to the School amenities fund. A 
sub-committee was formed to represent the parents on the Old Boys war 
memorial committee. Regular donations to the School were made, one 
example in 1947 being a £30 donation towards the purchase of  library books 
for the encouragement of reading among the junior forms. By 1948 the 



School amenities fund had £280 in hand. In November 1949 the committee 
organised a meeting for parents at which the headmaster gave a talk on the 
new leaving certificate. Over the years the committee continued to hold their 
social events, mainly whist drives, and the members were able to assist with 
the purchase of many varied items, such as musical instruments for the 
School orchestra and proscenium curtains for the Dramatic Society. Grants 
in 1954 include one to the Railway Club for the purchase of rolling stock and 
to the Photographic Society for a studio camera. One enjoyable task the 
members set for themselves was to provide each year teas for the guests and 
visitors each Speech Day. 

Whist drives were dropped in 1966 due to lack of support, but the 
members continued to organise an annual bazaar and a sherry party for 
parents and friends. Grants to the societies and clubs within the School were 
regularly made. In addition coffee was served during the interval of School 
plays, and also at musical evenings. The members did not neglect their own 
social events when, in 197 1, a party of over 40 parents enjoyed an evening out 
at the Northampton Repertory Theatre followed by a buffet supper. 

The fund raising efforts by the members of the committee and the 
exceptional support that they gave to all aspects of School life, under the 
chairmanship of Mrs Barbara Wrenn, was a remarkable achievement. 



CHAPTER 8 

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

During the 45 year history of the School there were many and varied clubs 
and societies formed. Some had a short life but quite a few did last the course 
and were still functioning in 1975. Many no doubt were able to maintain 
their membership and as such continued to flourish within the Wrenn 
School. A detailed examination of the various reports in the School 
magazines unearthed 47 such clubs and societies. Brief write-ups of them 
are given below. 

Air Training Corps flight 
Arts club 
Astronomical society 
Badminton club 
Chess club 
Christian fellowship 
Cycle club 
Debating society 
Dramatic society 
Entomoligical society 
Fencing club 
Field survey society 
Film society 
Folk club 
Geology club 
Golf club 
Gymnastic club 
Historical society 
Junior chemistry club 
Lecture society 
Literary and debating society 
Literary and scientific debating society 
Microscope club 
Model aircraft club 

Modern jazz club 
Modern languages society 
Musical society 
Natural history society 
Numismatic society 
Ornithological society 
Photographic society 
Play reading society 
Puppet club 
Radio club 
Railway club 
Record society 
Recorder club 
Scandinavian dancing club 
Scientific society 
Scout troop 
Spotters club 
Square dancing club 
Stamp club 
Table tennis club 
Tape recording club 
Tennis club 
Toc H



Air Training Corps Flight 
At the end of the autumn term of 1940 permission was given for the 

formation of a School unit of the Air Training Corps and it was promulgated 
in February 1941. The official name of the unit was No. 980 
(Wellingborough Grammar School and West Ham Grammar School) 
Flight. Commissions in the training branch of the RAF volunteer reserve 
were granted to Dr  Adamson, Mr  Nicholas and Mr  Crosby (a West Ham 
Grammar School master). The flight on its formation had 70 entheusiastic 
members, including 23 boys of the West Ham Grammar School and eight 
Old Grammarians. Regular parades were held and the cadets proudly 
paraded at the School one afternoon a week in their new blue uniforms. 
Several visits to local RAF stations were soon organised. 

During 1942 many of the older cadets experienced their first flight at RAF 
Sywell, or tested their potential skill as a pilot on the Link-trainer. The flight 
entered the annual inter-squadron athletic meetings held in 
Wellingborough and also paraded to attend a drum-head service held in the 
grounds of Wellingborough School.In the August of that year 17 cadets and 
one officer travelled to a week's camp at an RAF station near to Grantham, 
where they all had the opportunity of a flight. During 1943 the West Ham 
Grammar School cadets returned to London, but the flight was still able to 
maintain a numerical strength of over 50. 

The 1943 camp was held at RAF Honiley when 20 cadets attended. 
During 1944 the flight suffered a loss on the departure of Dr  Adamson when 
he left the School for a post in Cambridge. He had been the Commanding 
Officer of the flight since the inception. In August 1944 the annual camp was 
at a RAF bomber station and all the cadets experienced a trip in a Lancaster 
bomber flown by operational aircrews. With the ending of the war in 1945, 
which brought to an end recruitment of RAF aircrew, interest in the work of 
the flight began to decline and the number of cadets dropped considerably. 
The flight, therefore, was disbanded in 1946. During its five year history it 
was able to claim much good work in preparing boys for entry into the RAF. 

Arts Club 
The Arts Club held its first meeting during the spring term of 1962. The 

secretary W. R. Orton, reported that “the few masters who started it had the 
intention of raising the standards of our appreciation of all aspects of art we 
meet within our daily lives and to bridge the gap between arts and science. So 
far, despite our struggling existence, we have had avery full programme with 
a meeting every week or so”. The programme consisted mainly of theatre 
visits and talks by visiting speakers on a wide range of topics. 

By 1964 interest in the club began to wane and inertia set in. However, by 



the autumn of 1965, the club had been re-established and the average 
number of members attending meetings was 30. 

The  year 1968 saw a great expansion of the range of the activities of the 
club. The  most notable change was the joining of the club with the High 
School for Girls equivalent society. Members were then able to attend each 
other's meetings. The  presence of a few ladies was appreciated by all, and 
this led to several social/cultural coach trips. 

By 1970 it was reported that “due to the apathetic attitude of the senior 
school the Arts club has become practically defunct”. No subsequent reports 
on the activities of the club were issued. 

Astronomical Society 
The  Astronomical Society was inaugurated in May 1964. At the first 

meeting Michael Reeves was elected chairman, Kelvin Lewis secretary and 
Neil Sinclair treasurer. Meetings were held nearly every Tuesday at 4.0pm 
in room 14. The  society, on the advice of that well known astronomer Patrick 
Moore, applied for affiliated membership of the British Astronomical 
Society and was accepted. By the spring term of 1965 the members had 
purchased their own telescope, a 6 inch reflector. The society flourished in 
its early years and by 1968 was reporting well attended meetings. No 
subsequent reports on progress were made. 

Badminton Club 
The first mention of the Badminton Club was in 1965 when the secretary 
Martin Layton reported that the club had been “saved from oblivion at the 
beginn8ing of term”. The  members played each Friday evening. In that year 
Thomas McIlroy was club president and Bob Benoist was team captain. 

An upsurge of interest in 1966 enabled the club to form a junior section 
which played on Thursday evenings. In the following year the members 
joined forces with the team from the Girls High School and were able to play 
enjoyable games of mixed doubles against other clubs. It was reported in 
1972 that “there has been a great rise in interest in School badminton”. 

Chess  Club 
The Chess Club appears to have lived a very spasmodic existence. The 

first reference to the club said that in the winter term of 1947 the “dead and 
buried chess club was reincarnated by a few enthusiasts led by Mr  
Leftwich”. Early meetings were held in the biology laboratory but later they 
were held in room 14. It was reported that on one Monday morning D r  
Jackson, who had represented Middlesex in the inter-county 



championships, played simultaneous games againt the club members - a 
disaster as each member was eliminated one by one. 

No further reference to the club was made unti1 1954 when it was reported 
that “the chess club had been reformed during the year”. Interest in the club 
again withered, and it was not until 1957 that a report said there was “a desire 
to renew the chess club”. Soon there were 40 members, the great majority 
being junior school members. 

References to the club were made up to 1974. 

Christian Fellowship 
The Christian Fellowship was formed at the beginning of the spring term 

 in 1959, mainly due to the efforts of three of the masters, Mr  McCall, 
Dr  Pettit and M r  Phillips. The  aim of the fellowship was to attempt to bring 
together older boys of varying denominations to discuss their faith and to 
engage in devotional study. Regular meetings were held during the lunch 
hour on Wednesdays. The programme included talks by local religious 
leaders, the showing of films and the discussion of Christian topics. 

In 1962 the fellowship was divided into a senior section, for boys from the 
senior school in the IV th ,  Vth and VIth forms, and a junior section for boys in 
the junior forms. The  fellowship flourished for a few years but by 1968 the 
regular attenders at the meetings had dropped to two or three only and this 
limited the activities and prevented the booking of outside speakers. 
Membership did however increase again and by 1972 the members had met 
with the girls of the Wellingborough High School to form a joint fellowship. 

Cycle Club 
The first mention of a “cycling” club was in 1952 when details were given 

of 'all day' rides. The majority of runs were on Sunday afternoons when 
distances of 40 to 50 miles were covered. Nothing further was heard from 
this particular club, and there is no evidence as to whether the club survived 
very long. 

However in 1965 there was a report of a ‘recently formed Cycle Club’and 
mention was made of about a dozen rides that had been organised. During 
1966 this new club expanded its membership and the principal activity of the 
members became the staging of time trials. In the Northants Schoolboys 10 
mile time trial John Inglis, of form la,  came second in the under 13 class 
(with a best average speed of 18.1 mph) and he was awarded a bronze medal. 
In 1967 a time trial for house points was run, with the Gryphons winners 
easily with a first in all three age groups. 

Problems arose for the club in the following year, when the best riders 
within the club joined the local 45 Road club and the continued existence of 
the School club was queried. No subsequent report on the club was made. 



Debating Society 
The first reference to a 'debate' society was in the summer term of 1933 

when it was reported that forms 1 l a  and 1 l b  had held some 10 debates by 
the end of that term. Nothing further was reported until years later, in the 
autumn term of 1955, when a ‘debating’ society was formed with Mr Gray as 
president and Timothy Painter as secretary. The initial meetings were held 
at lunch times each Thursday in room 10. 

Unfortunately the society soon ran into problems when, in the year 
following, it reported “the success of the debates held this term has been 
varied, one or two having to be called off owing to insufficient numbers of 
responsible members. Altogether some of the younger members of the sixth 
form have shown a deplorable lack of manners and contributed little or 
nothing to the proceedings. In future the committee has decided to deal 
summarily with any who persist in making themselves a nuisance”. 

The society flourished from then on, but a last reference to it in 1959 said 
“the debate would have been enlivened if more had been present and it is 
hoped that next term's debates will be attended by more boys”. 

Dramatic Society 
A Dramatic Society was among the first of the various clubs and societies 

to be formed when, in April 1932, the members gave performances of three 
one-act plays under the general guidance of Mr Brown. The next reference 
to the society did not appear until 1943 when in the December six one-act 
plays were presented in the School hall. 

Other plays were put on during 1944 and the first competitive house plays 
were held in the autumn term of 1945, the first winners being Lions house. 
These house competitions then became an annual event. The society soon 
settled down to a regular School production. About that time the producer 
was Dr Jackson; Mr Harris and Mr Cook were responsible for stage 
management, and Miss Bavin looked after the wardrobe. In 1947 a junior 
play competition was launched. 

Each year saw a major production of a School play and many fine 
performances were given. The first mention of a certain David Frost 
(subsequently to reach international fame in the world of television) came in 
a report on four performances of Macbeth in December 1955 in which he 
took the part of Banquo and, in addition, was the assistant to the producer 
Mr Cooksey. The report went on to say that “Banquo was ably played by 
D P Frost”. He quickly made his mark in School drama, and in the house 
drama competition in April 1957 he was the producer of the Stags play, in 
which he also played a part. David left the school in that year. 

There was a unique occasion in June 1970 when a play ‘The Long and the 
Short and the Tall’ was performed to honour Dr Jackson on his retirement, 
and in gratitude for all the dedicated efforts he had put in to further the work 



of the society’ over so many years. It was an unique performance in that each 
part was taken by a master. The  final society production reported on was 
‘The Royal Hunt of the Sun’ in 1973. 

Entomological Society 
Formed in 1967, the aims of the Entomological Society was to study 

insects and to try and increase the butterfly population in the area by 
breeding. The  secretary was Jonathan Joyce and his last report on the 
progress of the club was made in 1969. 

Fencing Club 
The  Fencing Club began its activities in 1964. The membership was small 

in number but all were dedicated to the sport. In 1968 a championship 
competition was held, the winner being John Parkinson of Dragons house. 
At that time the members were looking forward to a boost in the fortunes of 
the club with the anticipated arrival of new master M r  Farey who had fenced 
for Birmingham university. 

Field Survey Society 
The Field Survey Society was formed at the beginning ofthe autumn term 

in 1960. The  activities of the society were primarily of the outdoor variety, 
with land surveys and maps produced by the geographical surveys. A strong 
plea for membership was made, particularly for members from the sixth 
forms. Survey excursions were made during the Easter holidays. Early ones 
included the Strath of Appin, Argyll in 1961 and the Lizard Peninsular, 
Cornwall in 1962. Membership soon grew and the 1964 survey party to 
Snowdonia included five masters and 25 boys travelling in three vans. The  
last report on the society, made in 1969, gave details of a week's field work at 
Easter in North Wales. 

Film Society 
The Film Society had its roots in the showing, during 1932 and earlier, of 

commercially produced films as organised by Mr  Page in the geography 
room, using his own projector. Long before the advent of television such 
shows became a very popular method ofviewing films without having to pay 
at a cinema box office. The  choice of viewing was a mixture of educational 
films and the inevitable Harold Lloyd or Charlie Chaplin. The society was 
variously known as the Film Society or the Cinema Club, and the last 
reference to it was in 1938. 

Folk Club 
The Folk Club was first referred to in 1968 when meetings in room 6, on 
alternate Wednesdays, became popular sixth form social events. The first 



secretary and master of ceremonies was Christopher Misselbrook and his 
successor was Jonathan Joyce. Meetings were very well attended each term 
and there were audiences of up to 60 people. Several ever popular ceilidhs 
were held. T h e  club continued to expand over the years. 

Geology Club 
In 1972 the Geology Club welcomed, as their President, new master 

Mr  Armstrong when he succeeded M r  Harding. The membership of the 
club was small, 12 only in 1973, but several outings and lectures were 
arranged. 

Golf Club 
This club had its origins in a Golf Foundation class first held in 1960 after 

school each Monday afternoon. Instruction in the game was given by the 
Northants golf professional, and films on the sport of golf were shown. By 
1963 club membership had reached 19. 

Gymnastic Club 
From about 1952 members ofthe Gymnastic Club met every Monday and 

Friday evenings, first concentrating on simply gymnastics. Membership was 
limited to 20, allowing for a display team of l 6  plus reserves. A public display 
was given in 1953 in the grounds of Croyland Hall. 

The  club flourished under other names and a report referred to the 
Physical Training Club in 1954. The  membership however did fall away and 
a report in 1958 said the club (now the Physical Education Club) was 
reformed in that year 'after a long period of non-existence'. 

Historical Society 
The Historical Society was formed in 1954, with Brian Knight as the first 

chairman and Patrick Tear as secretary. The society met once a fortnight 
and membership was open to the sixth and fifth forms. The  society may have 
been short lived, as the last report on it was made in 1955. 

Junior Chemistry Club 
The first meeting of the Junior Chemistry Club was in January 1962,when 

so many junior boys attended that it was decided to split the club into two 
working groups. The aim of the club was to foster an interest in the study of 
chemistry and to carry out various chemistry investigations. The club 
prospered over the years and many experiments were undertaken, some of 
which were followed up by members at home using their own chemistry sets. 
Weekly meetings were held each term. 



Lecture Society 
The Lecture Society, available only to members of form 1 la, was reported 

upon in 1939 when Kenneth Spencer was the secretary. Each form member 
gave a lecture of his own choice. By 1941 there was a reference (with few 
details) that lectures had also been given in form 1 lb .  The members of form 
11a were nothing if not ambitious when, in 1942, they had a rest from 
lectures and acted in short plays that they had written themselves. The 
society flourished for many years. 

Literary and Debating Society 
This society was formed in 1947 following the demise of the Literary and 

Scientific Debating Society (the other part of that society going to the new 
Scientific Society) but it appears to have had a very short life. 

Literary and Scientific Debating Society 
This early society was formed in the autumn term of 1933 with Sydney 

Smeathers as secretary. Meetings took the form of lantern lectures with 
slides, and there were outside visits to engineering works etc. By 1935 
membership had fallen and it was reported that few boys were attending 
lectures. Fortunes, however, revived when more senior boys were persuaded 
to join. This increased membership was maintained for several years but by 
1946 the society as such ceased to exist, and from it arose two new societies, 
the Literary and Debating Society, and the separate Scientific Society. 

Microscope Club 
As the Natural History Club did not function during the winter months of 

1949 a Microscope Club was formed in its place. This was primarily for boys 
who possessed their own microscope and who wished to try the art of slide 
making. 

Model Aircraft Club 
The forerunner of this club, known originally as the Model Aeroplane 

Club, had its first meeting in September 1939 when 30 members attended. 
John Ashton was the secretary. The club was not referred to again until 
several years later when in 1946 it was reported that ‘the Model Aircraft 
Club has again been formed’. The  secretary was Charles Boddington. The 
members met weekly on Thursdays, and they achieved some spectacular 
flying of models in the School hall. 

The club appeared to have a somewhat erratic existence. In 1950 a report 
said that ‘this recently formed club’now known as the Aero Model Club, had 
had a good start. The  secretary was Clive Daniels. However by the year 
following, two meetings arranged at the beginning of the autumn term were 
not well attended. 

56 



Modern Jazz Club 
A Modern Jazz Club was formed in 1962 and meetings were held weekly 

in the dinner hour each Monday. The members listened critically to jazz 
records, and also joined with the members of the Arts Club to give a concert 
of poetry and jazz. Only one further report to the activities of the club was 
made, in 1963. 

Modern Languages Society 
During 1959 some members of the sixth form suggested that there was a 

need for more practice in spoken French and Spanish. Helped by the 
modern language masters they formed the Modern Languages Society, to 
meet on certain Wednesdays. The secretary was Colin Garley. 
Unfortunately attendance at the meetings was somewhat small, especially for 
the Spanish discussions. In 1961 the society was re-formed and attendances 
improved. 

Musical Society 
A Musical Society was one of the first School societies to be formed when it 
was founded in the autumn term of 1932. Clifford Bond was the secretary 
and the society started with 30 enthusiastic members. It brought together the 
boys, masters and some parents in order to give regular concerts in the 
School hall. 

Natural History Society 
The Natural History Society was formed in 1948, and the membership 

was found mainly from the boys in the junior School. The first secretary was 
Martin Wakelin. There was a subscription of 1d (old coinage) per meeting 
which went towards the purchase of magazines and books for circulation 
among the members. T h e  average number of members was 30. 

Numismatic Society 
This society was successfully launched in 1969 and regular meetings, with 

talks on various types of coins, were held in the Penney laboratory after 
school on Thursdays. 

Ornithological Society 
The members of the Ornithological Society first met during the last few 

weeks of the summer term in 1972 in response to a demand for the organised 
ornithological activities in the School. The secretary was Chris Ellson. 

Photographic Society 
The Photographic Society, first reported upon in 1952, had its origins in 

the Camera Club of 1947. Exhibitions of the work of the members were 



mounted on Parents Days. Competitions among the members were held and 
much time was devoted to developing, printing and enlarging. The society 
gained in membership and by 1960 details were reported of a new 16mm 
cine camera purchased by the School, when members were able to start to 
shoot reels of colour film of the more important School events. The last 
report made on the work of the society was made in 1968. 

Play Reading Society 
A Play Reading Society was first reported upon in 1937. It met initially 

each Friday at 4.0pm in Mr  Appleby's room. The chairman and moving 
spirit was Irwin Peck and the secretary was Jack Upton. Few subsequent 
reports were made on the progress of the society. However 20 years later it 
was revived when, at the beginning of the autumn term in 1957, a society was 
reformed. 

Puppet Club 
At the beginning of 1947 several boys, particularly those in the third form, 

began experimenting with the different methods of making string puppets. 
From this interest arose the Puppet Club. Puppet plays were produced for 
Parents Day and later for outside venues. By 1950 it was reported that the 
club was overflowing with new members. Over the years the club had 
produced their sixteenth annual programme. The  final report on the 
activities of the club in 1964 warned that “at present all our members are 
juniors while the more experienced boys, to whom we look to operate the 
stage, the lights and the music, have been too busy to come”. No further 
report on the club was made. 

Radio Club 
The Radio Club was first mentioned in 1971. It catered mainly for those 

whose interests were in radio communications and short wave listening. The 
club expanded considerably in the year following and several members 
subsequently were elected to associate membership of the Radio Society of 
Great Britain. 

Railway Club 
The first report of a club concerned with railways appeared in 1937 under 

the name of the Model Railway Club. It described the assembly of it's tracks 
and rolling stock in the Physics laboratory on Friday nights and Saturday 
mornings. This club appears to have gone out of existence, but in 1945 
another report said that “some of our railway enthusiasts have decided to 
form a new club for the purpose of learning more about the railway system of 
this district by visiting important junctions during the summer months, and 
holding talks and discussions during the winter”. By the autumn term of 



1946 membership of the new club, known as the Railway Club, had reached 
over 90. Many excursions were made; for example in July l956 a party of 65 
members travelled to Carnforth, a round trip of 380 miles. Under Mr  Cheale 
the club maintained a large membership and regular reports over the years, 
until 1969, charted its steady progress. 

Record Society 
The first reference to such a society was made in 1957 when it was 

reported that “Mr Greenwood has launched a new branch of musical activity 
this term. His Record Society meets on Thursday evenings, and is already 
proving popular among the senior boys”. A report in the following year said 
“it is hoped to regularise the lunch hour unofficial Gramophone Club and 
combine it with the Record Club which will now meet in the lunch hour in 
the new music room”. Reports on the progress of the club were made up to 
1963. 

Recorder Club 
In 1957 it was reported that “Mr Butler is now in charge of a small, but 

very enthusiastic, recorder group”. Over the years the members were always 
prominent in the musical concerts given at the School. 

Scandinavian Dancing Club 
In 1939 there was a brief solitary note concerning classes in Scandinavian 
country dancing which were held in the School hall every Wednesday 
evening. They were held in conjunction with the Wellingborough High 
School for Girls, with about a dozen members from each sixth form taking 
part. The  dancing was under the combined, and very capable, supervision of 
Miss Shepherd and Mr  Pine. 

Scientific Society 
Following the demise of the Literary and Scientific Debating Society in 

1946, the scientist members decided to form a new Scientific Society. 
.Membership was available to boys in the fifth and sixth forms. The 
programme of lectures given were received with enthusiasm, and each year a 
prize was awarded for the best lecture delivered. The society was very 
successful over the succeeding years. 

Scout Troop 
The Wellingborough (Grammar School) Scout Troop was formed under 

the inspiring leadership of Mr  Clayton shortly after the opening of the 
School. By 1932 the troop had 13 members formed into two patrols, the 
Tigers and the Panthers. Meetings were held most Fridays in the School 
hall. Camps were soon organised. In 1933 the summer camp was held at 



Overstone. In 1936 it was reported that “during the whole camp (in the Lake 
District) of 10 days we only had about two fine days”. The  troop ventured 
further afield when the summer camp in August 1937 was held in Ireland. 

In 1939 the troop lost the guiding hand of Mr  Clayton and the members, 
now 24 in number, made a presentation to him on his leaving. The war years 
inevitably curtailed to some degree the activities of the troop. Membership 
increased after the end of hostilities and the troop under Mr  Dunning was 
able to enjoy a full range of camps and other activities for many years up to 
1975. 

Spotters Club 
A Spotters Club was formed during the early part of the war, in June 1941. 

Membership was about 50 and they soon became very adept at aircraft 
recognition. Visits were made to local aerodromes but, sadly, after a 
misunderstanding about priorities concerning the school ATC cadets the 
club was closed down by the Headmaster. 

Square Dancing Club 
A Square Dancing Club was mentioned in 195 1 when it was reported that 

the club had visited Birmingham and had taken part in a Festival of Song and 
Dance. In January 1952 the members joined with dancers from the Girls 
High School at a festival in the Albert Hall in London. 

Stamp Club 
In the autumn term of 1947 a Stamp Club was formed under the 

leadership of Mr  Jay. The  club flourished over the years. The  final issue of 
the School magazine in 1974 included a reference to the well attended 
regular, weekly meetings of the club. 

Table Tennis Club 
During the latter part of the autumn term of 1944 a Table Tennis Club 

was formed by a few keen members of the staff and the sixth form. By 1947 
the club started that season with even more members than usual and the 
table was in use five nights each week. The  interest in the club must have 
waned for a report in1956 stated that “now that the club has been re-started 
we intend to repair the table”. 

Tape Recording Club 
The Tape Recording Club was started in 1967 with John Mayes as 

secretary. Only one other report, in 1968, was made on the progress of the 
club. 



Tennis Club 
The first mention of the game of tennis appeared in the School magazine 

ofthe summer term 1938 when the editor, in charting the progress of School 
activities, referred to “the much talked of tennis court”. That first court was 
laid out by interested boys in a corner of the School field near to the main 
building. Interest in the game must have waned for a report in 1947 
described how “towards the end of term a few energetic members of the 
upper sixth decided to revive the dormant lawn tennis club”. 

TToc H 
Late in 1954 the editor of the Toc H journal gave a talk at the School 

describing the history of Toc H. Arising from this several boys met to form a 
common fellowship, and the founder of Toc H, ‘Tubby’ Clayton visited the 
school to welcome them into Toc H. They began to provide services to the 
community, for example running a weekly library service in two local 
hospitals. Meetings of the group were held each Thursday afternoon at 
4.0pm in the School library. The  group maintained a strong membership 
over the years and extensive reports on it were made up until 1974. 



The Grammar School
Wellingborough

16th Oct. 1934

 At a preliminary meeting for the formation of an Old Boyʼs Association 
held in the School Library at 7.0 p.m. on Monday. 15th October the following 
were present:- Warboys, Reid, Brown R.H., Maddison, Pearson, Smeathers,
Tack, Payne, Coles, Warren Whittaker, Berrill, Gowen, Drabble, Edwards 
and Lansberry.

 Apologies for absence were received from some ten others.

 The following proposals were made.  These are to be the Agenda for 
the next meeting at 5.0 p.m. on Saturday next 29th October, in the School 
Library; (after a friendly match between and Old Boysʼ Team and the School 
ʻunder 15ʼ XV to be played on the school field)

Proposals.

1. Conditions of Membership to be one of the following:-
 a) two terms in the top form of the School  -  proposed Reid;
              seconded 
Berrill
or  b) two years spent at the school  -  proposed Reid;
          seconded Maddison
or  c) mssters at the school
2. That a committee of 5 be elected composed of a secretary, chairman,
 and treasurer and 2 other members.
3. That the election of members of the Old Boyʼs Association be by
 2/3 msjority of the Committee. A quorum to consist of three members
 of committee.
4. Drabble proposed and Edwards seconded that the Headmaster be asked
 to be President of the Association
5. Nominations as Secretary:-
or  Smeathers proposed by Berrill; seconded by Drabble
  Drabble proposed by Edwards; seconded by Reid
6. Nominations as Treasurer:-
  Warboys proposed by Drabble; seconded by Brown R. H.
or  Whittaker proposed by Warboys; seconded by Berrill;
6. Nominations as Chairman:-
  Mr Clayton proposed by Warboys; seconded by Reid
7. That an Old Boysʼ tie be chosen was proposed by Edwards seconded by
 Gowen
8. That the magazine be ordered direct from the Editor by members at the 

cost of 1/6 per year (2 issues)

 It is suggested that any person unable to attend the meeting on 
Saturday, 20th October and wishing to record a vote in favour of any of the 
proposals or nominations should do so by letter to Mr Clayton.

 It has been suggested since the meeting that the Treasurer appointed 
should also be Vice-Chairman and that a suitable title for the Society would 
be the “Wellingborough Grammarians”.

       F. C. Lay,

        Headmaster
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CHAPTER 9

OLD GRAMMARIANS ASSOCIATION

The history of the Old Grammarians Association was told in the 50th 
anniversary edition of the Association magazine published in September
1984. This and successive chapters may, therefore, duplicate part of that
story.
In addition, the history of the game of rugby football as played by members of
the Association was fully documented in a book published by the rugby club
in 1988 to celebrate the club's golden jubilee.

By the time the School had been open for four years at least 50 boys had
become Old Boys, and a large number of them showed an interest in forming
an Old Boys club. The headmaster, Mr Lay, therfore arranged a meeting in
the School library on 15 October 1934 to discuss the idea. There were 16
Old Boys at that meeting and 10 sent their apologies. Minutes of that
meeting have survived.

The inaugural meeting was held on Saturday 20 October 1934 in the
School library at 7.00 p.m. The first elected officers were:-

President
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee

Mr F. C. Lay
Mr G, H. Clayton
Charles Drabble 
Harold Worboys
Reg Brown
Clifford Edwards
Reginald Hunt
Donald Lawrence 

After the meeting the committee met and plans were made to run a

Asociation preliminary meeting 1934

63





cricket side, and suggestions were made about an Old Grammarians tie.
The annual Association subscription was set at 3/- (10p). The subsequent
history of the Association is probably best told by noting the various
developments year by year.

1935 On 2 March, rugby match played against the School - “we were
very easily beaten”. Cricket match against the School on 27June
“again we were easily beaten”. Plea made for members to wear
the ‘Old School’ colours and be proud of them - “those
members who require a hat band for a straw hat, or a blazer,
should apply to Messrs Dixon and Parker”. In a rugby match on
26 October “we established ourselves by winning a fairly hard
match against the School”.

1936 On 24 October annual supper and social evening held.
Adjustments made to the rates of subscriptions with life
membership set at 10/- (50p) which could be paid in one
amount, or by five consecutive yearly amounts of 2/- (10p).

1937-1938 The Association went into the doldrums and no reports on it’s
progress are available.

1939 First annual dinner held in February. 
1940- 1941 Association lapsed for some time. 
1942 Reported that  “despite unfavourable war conditions the

Association has been given a new lease of life”. In the July
Donald Bruce appointed secretary (see an appendix for his 
successors),

1943 Successful dance in the School hall organised in January.
Cricket team entered in Wellingborough Town cricket league 
and season fairly successful. Rugby team re-formed.

1944 Membership reached 84, with 16 life members. Three dances
held in School hall to aid funds.

1945 Cricket team defeated in final of league knock-out competition.
First mention of war memorial appeal; views and ideas sought. 
Suggestions included a swimming bath for the School, an Old
Boys sports field, and a university scholarship fund.

1946 Dances continued in School hall. Rugby and cricket teams
flourished.

1947 First post-war annual dinner held in April. Attempts to 
purchase a suitable sports field within five miles radius of town
failed. New Years Eve Ball planned. Rushden sub-committee
formed.

Association annual dinner 1952
Mr Wrenn, Mr Appleby, Mr Woolley, Mr Lay



Over 100 members attended annual dinner in April. 
Membership now 223, including 136 life members. Cricket 
team placed third in Town league. 
In view of difficulty in obtaining a sports field, the committee 
approved proposal to create a memorial book. Sixty members 
attended AGM in the September. Rugby  ‘A’ team launched. 
Suitable sports field off London Road purchased. 
Memorial fund re-opened. Association badge and motto 
‘Semper juventutis memor’ - translated as ‘Always mindful of 
our youth’ - adopted. 
Sports forum organised in order to increase funds. Cricket team 
withdrew from Town league owing to difficulty in raising a 
Saturday X l .  Replaced with Sunday and evening fixtures. 
Appeal letter seeking donations to memorial fund sent to all 
members, the School bearing cost of printing and posting. First 
rugby match played on new sports field in December. 
Tennis club and badminton club formed. Miss Bavin elected 
honorary member of the Association. Cricket club dissolved 
owing to inability to raise a team. 
Successful Xmas draw held. 
Sports field not in use owing to poor surface conditions. Rugby 
club reverted to Embankment field. 
Publication of magazine reduced to once a year, owing to 
increased costs. Monthly trips to Northampton repertory 
theatre organised. 
First Ladies Night held in April at the Gloucester Hall. 
Cricket club reformed and team entered in Town League. Part 
of orginal sports field sold, and a eight acre field beyond it 
purchased as replacement. 
First rugby match on replacement sports field played in 
September. 
Life membership scheme, payable by instalments by boys whilst 
ay School, introduced. 
Magazine reduced in size, but publication reverted to twice a 
year. Wooden pavilion erected on sports field. Cricket club 
members played their first match on the field. 
Weekly whist drives held. Highly successful fund raising weekly 
‘tote’ introduced by specially formed ‘supporters association’. 
Car rally organised to raise funds. 
Table tennis club formed. First indications that the Urban 
District Council wished to appropriate the sports field site for 
industrial development. 



Extensive search for alternative sports field made without 
success. 
Freehold of house in Oxford Street, Wellingborough purchased 
with intention to convert building into a clubhouse. Outline 
planning permission for change of use rejected by planning 
committee. Appeal set in motion. Meeting held with 
development committee of local authority to discuss problem of 
finding an alternative site for the sports field. 
Planning permission for revised development plans of 
clubhouse received. Agreement reached with local authority on 
the sale to the Association of a 12 acre site off Nest Lane, 
Wellingborough for use as a sports field. 
Access road to new field completed. Area seeded and drainage 
laid. 
Work started on conversion of clubhouse. Tennis club formed. 
First news appeared of proposals by the County Council 
education committee for the School to go ‘comprehensive’. 
Pavilion erected on sports field and several social events held 
there by cricket club. Official opening ceremony, and dedication 
of field held on Sunday 10 September. Opening night of 
clubhouse held on l8 December. 
Two new sports clubs formed; soccer club and angling club. 
Membership reached 633 life,  113 annual, with 250 boys paying 
into the subscription plan at School. Opening hours of 
clubhouse expanded to include lunchtime. Monthly social 
evenings organised and a grand Xmas draw held. Proposal first 
made  that  ‘associate’  members (non-Old  Grammarian 
members) be elected to membership of the clubhouse. 
Folk club formed and monthly club nights held. 
Owing to rising costs publication of magazine reverted to an 
annual issue only. Cash loan from a brewery negotiated for 
planned extension to clubhouse. 
Basketball club formed. 
Changing rooms and shower block on sports field completed. 
Funded in part by long term loan from the Rugby Football 
Union. Extensions to clubhouse completed. 
Sub-committee formed to consider long term implications for 
the Association resulting from the School going
‘comprehensive’. A ‘200 Club’ fund raising project launched. 
Wellingborough Grammar School for Boys ceased to exist. 
Regular discos held in clubhouse. Tarmac laid on whole of car 
park at rear of clubhouse. 



Eight Old Grammarians current members of the 
Wellingborough Borough Council, including John Bailey 
(Mayor), Glyn Addis, Alec Bird, Bruce Brown, Paul Chatwyn, 
Graham Ridge, Jim Tompkins and Richard Wrenn. Badminton 
club and tennis club temporarily suspended activities, as the 
facilities at the Wrenn School no longer available. Golf society 
formed. 
Upper floor of clubhouse converted into self-contained flat. 
Tennis club active again. 
Plans made to build a ‘functions’ room as an extension of the 
clubhouse. Basketball club wound up. Tote organised by the 
supporters association ceased. 
New steward and wife moved into clubhouse flat. 
Members extraordinary general meeting agreed two new 
constitutions, one for the Association and a separate one for the 
clubhouse. 
Charities sub-committe active with various social events. 
Bowls club formed. Soccer pitch on the sports field in use. 
Concrete practice wicket laid for use by cricket club. 
50th Anniversary of the formation of the Association celebrated 
by a dinner at the Wrenn School attended by over 170 members. 
Special edition of the magazine issued. 
Floodlit training area provided on sports field. 
Three all-weather tennis courts constructed on sports field. 
Membership of Association and club 1,450 plus 313 annual 
members. Vote by members to form a ladies membership 
section. 
Plans made for refurbishment of clubhouse to include 
suspended ceiling in the activity room, new lighting and 
re-equipment of kitchen. Quarterly lunches for Old 
Grammarians (mostly retired clientele) commenced in 
clubhouse. 
The six members of the ‘Grammarians’ singers (Glyn Addis, 
Alec Bird, Frank Fair, Don Stevens, Bob Timpson and Keith 
Tompkins) celebrated their 20th birthday. The late Cliff Coles 
and Roy Newnham were included among the orginal eight 
members. The members of the soccer club marked their 20th 
birthday with a dinner dance. 
Club house redecorated, new furniture and double glazing 
installed. Small piece of land aquired at rear of clubhouse to 
provide additional parking for eight cars. 
Clubhouse kitchen re-tiled and new cooker installed. 



CHAPTER 10 

ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL SPORTS 
FIELD 

The sports field owned by the Association was purchased, and is 
maintained, in the memory of those 25 Old Grammarians who gave their 
lives on active service for their country (see an appendix). The story of how 
the Association came to own the freehold of a sports field is best told in the 
words of Mr Wrenn (a prime mover in the saga) writing in the Association 
magazine. 

I f  an Old Boys Association carries on the spirit and purpose of 
schooldays, the Old Grammarians greatest debt is to their first 
headmaster Mr Lay who laid down such excellent guidelines that the 
main aim of his two successors was to preserve the original 
atmosphere of Wellingborough Grammar School as it expanded over 
the years. 

With admirable foresight Mr Lay, andMr Woolley who followed 
him, planned the Association so that, even before there were enough 
O.G.s to form it, a fund was established for the purpose. 
Unfortunately, the war intervened, but nevertheless in 1946 after
Mr Woolley’s departure, the fund stood at £150, which in those days 
was real money. 

A committee was formed by the most senior O.  G.s returning from 
the war, and it was decided that the first essential was to increase the 
fund with the aim of buying a field, which would be named“The Old 
Grammarians Memorial Field” in memory of those O.  G.s who had 
given their lives in the war. To this end (with the help of the 
committee) Miss Bavin, Mrs Wrenn  andMr Nicholas held a series of 
whilst drives in the School hall, and similar events, which by 1950 
had raised the fund to £550. 



In the meantime the young Association enjoyed the use of the 
School field and the gymnasium for their activities. The committee 
tried to find a suitable field within the price range, and John Hyde 
encouraged the boys to take up 0. G. life  membersh ip by instalments. 

Finding a decent ground proved impossible and in 1950 it was 
decided to accept from Brown Bros.(Builders) the offer of five acres off 
London Road for £550.   It was a split decision.  The pessimists 
contended that playing rugby would be difficult on a site consisting 
halfof waterfilled-pits and halfof rough ground with bulrushes. The 
optimists thought that the ground could be reclaimed by tipping and 
that it’s proximity to the town centre made it a good investment. 

0. G.s worked hard supervising the tipping and making a rugby 
pitch ofsorts on the halfabove water. Adjacent to our acquisition was 
the firm Rubber Improvements. Just at  this time they developed a type 
of non-sparking belting for use in mines, which was soon in such 
demand that they needed to extend their works. Their boundaries 
consisted of London Road, two gasometers, land belonging to 
Whitworths, and our ‘swamp’. The 0. G.s were also fortunate in that 
the managing director’s chief assistant was the late ‘Bud’ Knowles 
who laid the ground very helpfully for the 0. G.s. The result was a 
meeting which began with the assertion that we had bought apig in a 
poke and a generous offer to give us back our £550 for the entire 
acreage, and which ended with the offer of £500 for half of it.   I t  was 
further insisted that the half should be firmer land which was our 
so-called rugby pitch, This left the 0. G.s with the more valuable road 
frontage half, which a  fewyears later was sold to the Electricity Board 
for a further £4,000.

In  the meantime, Whitworths, who numbered several 0. G.s and 
O.G.s  parents among their staff, very generously sold us for our 
£2 ,500  a very good eight acre field inland ofour ‘swampandRubber 
Improvements. Once again the 0. G.s set about preparing theground 
for rugby and cricket and even erected a second-hand, wooden frame 
pavilion. At last we had our Memorial Field, the way was clear to 
build up some fixture lists, and the future looked rosy. 

Before long, in 1962, covetous eyes fell again on our field, not 
because of non-sparking belting, but because of an agreement by 
Wellingborough Urban District Council (UDC) with the London 
County Council to take London overspill and to provide factory sites. 
Our new ground proved to be a key  section of the projected Denington 
industrial estate. 

The U D C  kindly offered us two alternative fields and we were 
taken on a tour of inspection. One offer was the small valley off 
Hardwick Road between Dybdale Crescent and Torrington Crescent 



with twin slopes of one in four. The other was on the right 
immediately beyond the Finedon Road railway bridge and flooded in 
the winter.

 At thesubsequent meeting we were informed that,if necessary,the 
U D C  would use it's powers of compulsory purchase and if we fought 
we would lose, but we thought we could spin out the legal proceedings 
for several years and we understood that the Denington industrial 
estate was needed immediately. A s  our field lay between the estate and 
London Road this argument had some point, and the U D C  improved 
it's offer to our present 1 2  acres plus £25,000.  Once again the 0. G.s 
set about organising the Memorial Field, but this time they had the 
money to put up a decent pavilion and have a proper cricket square 
laid. 

The rugby club and cricket club played their first matches on the new field 
in 1967. During the afternoon of Sunday 10 September 1967 the 
Association held a dedication service on the field and relatives of those Old 
Grammarians who had lost their lives on active service were present. The 
local dignatories were led by the Chairman of Wellingborough Urban 
District Council and his wife, and the Chairman of the Rural District 
Council and his wife. Mr  Lay was present, as were the School governors and 
a large number of Association members and their families. 

Mr Wrenn, as President of the Association, pulled back a Union Jack 
which was draped over a sandstone tablet to reveal a plaque bearing the 
words “In memory of all Old Grammarians who gave their lives in the service 
of their country”. There followed a short service of remembrance and 
dedication conducted by the Reverend Edward Utley, himself an Old 
Grammarian. The roll of honour was read. 

Over the years many improvements to the field have been made including 
a shower block and changing rooms. The field has become an excellent 
playing area, consisting of three rugby pitches, a soccer pitch, cricket square, 
three hard tennis courts, and a training area. 





CHAPTER 11 

THE WAY AHEAD 

Wellingborough Grammar School is no more, but the spirit that was 
fostered and the many friendships that were formed in the 45 years history of 
the School live on. 

From the ashes of the School arose the Wrenn School, so named as a 
fitting tribute to the splendid headship of Mr Wrenn at the Grammar 
School. Since 1975 the ‘Wrenn’ has very successfully maintained the high 
standards set at the ‘Grammar’, particularly in scholastic endeavours. 

The lessons learnt, and the standards set, at the School are retained in the 
collective memories of 1350 current members of the Old Grammarians 
Association. Whilst no new members are available for the Association the 
future lies safely in the hands of those boys who became Association 
members prior to 1975, plus the ‘associate’ members of the clubhouse. 
Carefully constructed constitutions ensure that both sections of the 
membership are well catered for. 

Formal Association dinners have helped to maintain the friendships 
formed at the School, as do the various social activities based on the 
clubhouse. Many sports club proudly bear the name Grammarians and these 
are listed in an appendix. Financially the Association is in a satisfactory 
situation, owning as it does the freehold of the clubhouse and the memorial 
sports field. The clubhouse, under the sensible guidance of it’s committee, 
continues to make a steady profit and it is frequently being extended and 
re-furbished. 

The way ahead appears to be clear and well defined, provided effective 
control is maintained of the assets of the Association. Memories ofwhat was 

Dedication of Association Memorial Sports Field 1967 
Reverend Edward Utley, Bob Bridgeford, Mr  Wrenn, Don Stevens 



Wellingborough Grammar School will hopefully continue to provide much 
enjoyment to all Old Boys of the School for many years yet to come. 

Over the years many honours have been gained by Old Grammarians, and 
no doubt many more will be gained. A notable honour was the Knighthood 
awarded to Terry Streeton (1941-1946) who served as the British High 
Commissioner to Bangladesh and who is now Sir Terence Streeton KBE, 
CMG. 



PUBLICITY BROCHURE 

An early publicity brochure published by the Northants County Council 
education committee listed in detail the various facilities and regulations 
relating to the School. These included:- 

EDUCATIONAL AIMS 
The aim of the school is to prepare boys, from 10 to 19 years of age, for 

intelligent citizenship. The curriculum is designed to lead to university, 
professional and commercial careers, to the civil and military services, and to 
the teaching profession. 

At most professional bodies and many business firms demand the school 
certificate as a certificate of general education it is hoped that all boys will 
remain at school at least until they have obtained it. The subjects of the 
ordinary course include scripture, writing, English language, literature and 
composition, history, geography, Latin, French, arithmetic, algebra, 
geometry, advanced mathematics, chemistry, physics, nature study, 
woodwork, class and choral singing, drawing, physical training. Shorthand 
and typewriting may be taken as extra subjects in the upper part of the 
school. 

Organised games are part of the curriculum and exemption from them 
can be allowed only on medical grounds. 

ADMISSION 
The parents (guardians) of every boy for whose admission application is 

made are required to enter into an agreement undertaking that he shall not, 
while a pupil at the school, undertake paid employment in or out of term 
without the previous consent of the Governors and that he shall remain at 
school at least until the end of term in which the age of 16 years is attained. In 
the event of earlier withdrawal without the approval of the Governors the 
parents (guardians) are required to pay the sum of £5. 



FEES 
Tuition fee, including stationery and games and use of books and library:- 
For pupils admitted after attaining their twelfth birthday £4 10s 0d per 
term. For pupils admitted before attaining their twelfth birthday (if resident 
within the urban district of Wellingborough or in Little Irchester) £4 5s 0d
per term. If outside the urban district £3 15s 0d per term. 

EXTRA FEES 
Pianoforte                            £1 11s   6d     per   term
Violin                                      £2    2s     0d       "         " Ã 

Violin class 7s     6d       "         " 5 

Shorthand 10s 6d       "         "  

Typewriting 10s 6d       "         "

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The scholarships offered by the County Council are tenable at this school 

and the scholarship system is so designed that boys of sufficient ability may 
obtain a complete secondary education without expense to their parents, 
should the circumstances of these be such that they are unable to contribute 
to the cost. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Each boy is required to wear to and from school the school cap, blazer and 

tie. He must also be provided with belt, slippers, rubber soled shoes, clothes 
bag and football and cricket outfit. All articles must be clearly marked. 
Parents are responsible for seeing that school caps and badges are destroyed 
when worn out. 

MEALS 
Dinners and teas are provided in the dining hall at a moderate charge. 

Masters preside at the meals. Boys are not allowed to obtain meals at cafes in 
the town. For those who take lunch to school a small table fee will be 
charged. 

HOMEWORK 
A certain time (depending on the form in which the pupil is) is allotted 

each night for homework. The headmaster should be informed if this time is 
greatly exceeded or if the pupil is regularly not spending the allotted time. 



RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
The school opens with daily prayers. Religious training (not distinctive of 

any denomination) is given throughout. Parents who so desire may withdraw 
their sons from this by giving notice in writing to the headmaster. 

REPORTS 
A report on the conduct, progress and attendance of each boy will be sent 

home each term. 

PREFECTS AND HOUSES 
The school is divided into four Houses - Dragons, Gryphons, Lions and 

Stags. Each boy wears the distinctive badge of his House and each House 
has it's own organisation of House master, head of House and prefects. In 
addition to the House prefects, who are appointed by the House masters, the 
headmaster appoints school prefects. Membership of the various Houses is 
allotted by the headmaster who will give preference where possible to an 
entrant's choice. 





EARLY SCHOOL RULES

School uniform must on all occasions be worn to and from school.
At other times, either complete school uniform or complete mufti
must be worn.
Boys will never walk more than three abreast on a footpath.
Boys will always raise their caps to masters, except when cycling.
Boys will not stand with their hands in their pockets while talking to 
a master.
Boys will dismount at the school gates and will not cycle in the
playground.
Balls are for use on the field only and there is to be no throwing of
stones or other missiles.
Fireworks, peashooters, catapults, water-pistols, smoking materials 
are not to be brought to school.
All boys bringing a note after the absence or of excuse from games or
P.T. will come in at the front door and leave their notes at the office.
Gym shoes are worn for prayers in the Hall. 
There will be complete quiet before prayers when the prefect 
mounts the platform.
In corridors and on the stairs, boys keep to the left and there is to be
no running. 
No boy may go to another’s form-room or desk without permission 
from a master.
After lunch a boy may either go into prep., into the library, or onto 
the field except on wet days when all boys must remain in the
building.
Prep rooms are as follows:- Vlth in their own room (1)

Va  & Vb in Va room (2)
4a  & 4b in Vb room (5)
3a  & 3b)
2a  & 2b) in 3b room (4)

All boys will go outside at 1.45 on fine days until the bell.

6.

1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

7.

9.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

8.



No dinner boy may leave the school grounds during the dinner hour 
without his housemaster’s permission. 
Boys who take balls or cricket gear on the field are responsible for 
their return. 
Boys may not borrow each other’s kit. 
After games and P.T. all kit must be put away, gym shoes unless wet 
in bag, and boots hung on peg. 
All kit must clearly marked with name and number. 
Lost property should be reported to a master immediately. 
Property found should be handed in at the office. 
Boys should hand money, watches spectacles and other valuables to 
a master and not carry them about or leave them in the cloakroom or 
form-rooms. 
Form-rooms will be locked at 4.10 p.m. 
Damage to school property or balls lost over the fence must be 
reported immediately. Boys are not to climb fences to recover balls 
or to trespass on other property. Failure to report damage will cause 
it to be treated as wilful. 
Boys may change from gym shoes to out-door wear either in the 
break or before lunch. Prefects are responsible for seeing they do 
not dawdle in the changing rooms. 



THE SCHOOL LIST 

At the opening of the School on 23 September 1930 there were 64 pupils 
(allocated to four forms) and five staff included in the School list. Over the 
years these figures steadily increased and by 1974, just before the School 
went comprehensive, there were 570 pupils and 36 staff. 

YEAR PUPILS FORMS STAFF 
1930 64 4 5 
1935 222 10 11 
1940 246 11 14 
1945 376 13 2 2 
1950 45 0 18 23 
1955 513 19 2 5 
1960 579 19 32 
1965 575 23 37 
1970 5 63 24 37 
1974 570 23 36 





TEACHING STAFF 

* Old Grammarians (1 9) 
Ø Staff members at the formation of the Wrenn School in 1975 

From   To  
1930 J. F. C. Brown 1932 

G. H. Clayton BA, Selwyn College, Cambridge 1939 
E. L. Hole BA, Emmanuel College, Cambridge 1943 
F. C. Lay MA, Jesus College, Oxford 1937 
A. Perkins MA, Downing College, Cambridge 1933 

1931 C. W. F. Laurie BA, St John’s College, Oxford                   1945 
G. S. D. Page, Slade Diploma in Fine Arts 1933 

1932 R. C. Blackie BSc, PhD, Liverpool 1932 
J. G. Dunning MA, FRGS, Peterhouse, Cambridge 1966 
I. J. Nicholas MA, Jesus College, Oxford 1973 
B. W. Appleby BA, Wadham College, Oxford 1939 

1933 J. L. Hampson BSc, Durham 1933 
C. S. Watkins BA, Corpus Christi College, Oxford 1936 

1934 A. B. Adamson PhD, MA, AIC, Keble College, Oxford 1943 
J. M.  Goddard British Association for Physical Training 1938 
H. C. Phillips, ARCA, Royal College of Art 1973 

1936 J. H. Butler BA, Saint Catherine’s Society, Oxford              1975 
1937 A. R. Woolley MA, Jesus College, Oxford 1945 
1938 C. A. Pine Carnegie College, Leeds                                      Ø 
1939 A. Jackson MA, PhD, University College, London 1970 

H. H. Wintersgill MA, BMus, Queens College, Cambridge 1948 
†D. H. Powell-Evans MA, St. Catherine’s College, Camb. 1941 
†G. Richardson MA, Lincoln College, Oxford                          1941 

†(both Haberdashers Aske’s School) 
1940 P. J .  Dark BSc, University College, Swansea 1940 

Mrs I. M. E. Ferguson BSc, University College, London 1942 
Miss K. E. Harris BA, Reading 1942 
Miss J. M. Harrison BSc, King's College, London 1942 



*F. Langley BSc, Nottingham 
S. P. Sahi MA, University of the Punjab 
C. S. Weatherhead BA, Clare College, Cambridge 
Mrs K. G.  Allen BA, Goldsmith's College, London 
Miss P. Gregory BA, Sheffield 
Miss C. M. Howse ARCA, Reading 
M. B. Jones BA, Merton College, Oxford 
R. W. Sykes BA, Pembroke College, Oxford 
R. V. S. Ward BSc (Econ), University College, Nottingham 
B. R. Burrell MA, Keble College, Oxford 
Mrs E. P. Colsell, Goldsmiths College, London 

*J. T. W. Findley BA, University College, Nottingham 
Mrs K. M. Greening BA, Trinity College, Dublin 
S. B. Harris BSc (Econ), London 
A. F. Kent, Slade School of Art 
G. E. Richmond MA, Queen's College, Oxford 
L. E. Bratt BA, Lincoln College, Oxford
T. G. Cook BA, St. Catherine's College, Cambridge 
I. D. Hughes MA, Brasenose College, Oxford 
D. H.  T .  Sterry BSc, University College, Cardiff 
Miss M. H.  Bates BA, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford 
W. Holmes MSc, Manchester 
J. G. Robinson MA, Pembroke College, Cambridge 
G. E. Sharp BSc, King's College, Durham 
T. M. Wynne BA, BMus, ARCO, Jesus College, Oxford 
H. N. Atherton MC, BA, Downing College, Cambridge 
J. W. Davies BA, Wales 
E. Essex BA, University College, Nottingham 
L. J. Jay BA, Birmingham 
C. J. H. Ward BSc, London 
H. A. Wrenn MA, Christ Church, Oxford 
M. S. Cheale BSc (Eng), London 
H. F. Christopherson, BSc, Durham 
W. Henderson BSc, Durham 
A. W. Leftwich BSc, FZS, London 
Mrs M. Fisk, Brownmoor School, Arizona 
R. H. Temple BA, Queen's College, Cambridge 
E. J. Pfaff BA, Keble College, Oxford 
A. E. Sparrow MA, Downing College, Cambridge 
C. Feldman MA, John Hopkins, Baltimore 
J. L. Hewland MA, Canterbury College, New Zealand 
D. J. Hosking BSc, Manchester 
W. J. Jessup BSc, London 



S. J. Branson BSc, Bristol 
J. Butterfield, Loughborough College 
J. W. Huddart BSc (Hons), Manchester 
R. C. F. Parish BSc, London 
D. C. Clutterbuck BSc, London 
G. W. Cooksey MA, Manchester 
D. J. Riach MA, St  John's College, Cambridge 
P. A. Goodman BSc, University College, Leicester 
M. J. Gray MA, Queen's College, Oxford 

*J. P. Hyde, Loughborough College 
E. P. Butcher BA, King's College, London 

*R. E. Knight BSc, University College, Hull 
T .  B. J. Mardell BSc, Queen Mary College, London 
G. B. Stanley B Mus, Nottingham 
T .  J. C. Sulch MSc, Nottingham 
B. J. P. Tompkins MA, Selwyn College, Cambridge 
J. R. Hollister BSc, London 
J. A. Stratfold BA, Manchester 
J. L. Greenwood BA, Sheffield 
A. A. Jackson MA, Nottingham 

*C. McCall BSc, Hull 
J. E. Barker CBE, BA, Jesus College, Cambridge 
J. K. Halliwell BA, New College, Oxford 
P. A. J. Pettit BA, PhD, Magdalen College, Oxford 
E. A. Pritchard BSc, Bristol 
M. Currie BA, Queen's College, Oxford 
P. J. Delmon BSc, London 
P. D. J. Johnson BA, Fitzwilliam House, Cambridge 

*G. T. Ridge BA, Gonville and Caius, Cambridge 
C. F. Taylor BA, St Edmund Hall, Oxford 
A. J. B. Tussler BA, FRGS, Keble College, Oxford 
A. Bantoft BSc, Manchester 
R. Bentley BSc, Birmingham 

*S. W. Brown BA, St Peter's Hall, Oxford 
P. Gillibrand BA, Pembroke College, Oxford 

*R. Miles BSc, Leeds 
R. H.  Templar BSc, Bristol 
A. J. L. Alden BA, Selwyn College, Cambridge 
A. R. Chesters B Mus, Manchester 
R. J. Shaw BA, Leeds 
C. J. Cox St. Luke's College, Exeter 
T. D. Norman BA, Fitzwilliam House, Cambridge 
M. J. Parkin BSc, Durham 



P. J.  Warren BSc, ARCS, Imperial College, London 1964 
C. W. Andreae BA, Pembroke College, Cambridge 1964 
R. D. Beacham BA, Nottingham 1969 
C. H.  Stevenson MA, Dublin 1972 
A. R. Kingston BSc, Birmingham 1968 
R. J.  Lane BSc, Manchester 1967 

*R. E. Oberman BSc, (Econ), London School of Economics 1965 
D. F. Sturman MA, Pembroke College, Oxford 1969 
R. B. Taylor, Winchester 1975 
T .  G. Tomlinson, Loughborough College Ø 

*D. S. Wilson BA, Leeds Ø 
N. M. C. Anderson BA, Manchester 1967 
M. F. Hendley BA, Sheffield 1969 
C. R. Isted BSc, London 1967 
E. C. Harding MA, Edinburgh 197 1 
A. P. G.  Macdonald BA, London 1970 
W. J. Walker BA, Nottingham 197 1 
P. J. Warren BSc, ARCS, Nottingham 1967 
L. J. Alvis BSc, Borough Road College, London 1969 

*T. C. Goodman, Borough Road College, London                Ø 
I. L. MacDougall BA Bristol, MA Dalhouise Ø 
T .  A. J. Rowe BSc, Sir John Cass College, London Ø 
R. P. Turville B Tech, Loughborough 1974 

*N. S. F. Wills BA, Magdalen College, Oxford Ø 
M. K. Wright BA, Birmingham Ø 
D. H.  Buchanan MA, Emanuael College, Cambridge Ø 
P. E. Cameron BSc, Swansea Ø 
R. A. Farey BSc, Birmingham Ø 
K. Parkinson BSc, Manchester Ø 
R. Pope BSc, Nottingham 1970 
R. D. Till, MA, Swansea 1972 
M. S. Vann BSc, Durham 1973 
G. B. Dean B Ed, Keele Ø 
T. W. Lewis BA, London 1974 

*I. Rawlins BA, Pembroke College, Oxford 1972 
R. Armstrong BSc, Hull Ø 

*K. P. Ash BA, London School of Economics 1971 
*R. P. Buckby BA, Leeds Ø 

P. C. Hayes B Ed, Durham 1974 
W. A. Bates, University College, Southampton 1973 
B. Emerson BA, Southampton Ø 

*B. L. Gilbert, Borough Road College, London Ø 
N. P. J. Way BA, Goldsmith's College, London Ø 



M, D, Webster Diploma in Art and Design, Sheffield Ø 
1974 *M. F. Hager BSc, London Ø 

E. J. Holt BSc, Nottingham Ø
*P. M. Layton BSc, London Ø 
*R. P. York BA, Christ Church, Oxford Ø





STAFF APPRECIATIONS 

In the 45 years history of the School there were over 150 members of the 
teaching staff who came and went. Some stayed for a comparatively short 
period, whilst others spent all their careers at the School. Some became 
personalities beloved by their pupils. Some achieved an eulogy in the School 
or Association magazine when the time came for them to retire, or to move 
on to pastures new. Sadly some appreciations were written in memoriam. 

Mr L. E. Bratt 
M r  B .  R .  Bur re l l  
Mr  G .  H . Clayton 
Mr  J .  G. Dunning 
Mr E. L. Hole 
Mr  W. Holmes 
Dr  A.  Jackson 
Mr  F.  C. Lay 

Mr A. W. Leftwich 
Mr I. J. Nicholas 
Mr  A. E. Sparrow 
Mr T. J. C. Sulch 
Mr C. F. Taylor 
Mr  A. J. B. Tussler 
Mr  C. J. H. Ward 
Mr A. R. Woolley 
Mr  H. A. Wrenn 

Appreciations of these masters are reproduced below. The authors where 
mainly anonymous but where the name of the author is known it is given. 
Also included is an appreciation of Mr  and Mrs Tropman the School’s first 
caretaker/cook partnership. 

Mr L. E. Bratt 1943-1954 
This term we say goodbye to Mr  Bratt, who has been senior modern 

language master for the past 11 years. During this time, under his expert 
guidance, the modern languages side of the School has grown considerably 
and achieved many successes, notably the recent open awards at Oxford and 
Cambridge. His experience and steadying influence were especially helpful 
during the war years, when his department suffered from so many and 
frequent staff changes. In addition to his teaching of French, German and 
Spanish, he introduced into the School the study of Russian. Many boys, 
taking interpreters courses in Russian during their National Service can 



testify with real gratitude to the value of Mr  Bratt’s pioneering work in this 
subject. His thoroughness and concientiousness are known to all. Can one 
mention in this connection the historic occasion when he arrived at School to 
begin a new term exactly one week too soon? 

In addition to his class-room work, Mr Bratt has given up much time to the 
School in other ways. He gave valuable assistance to the School orchestra in 
its early days and has contributed much to the success of the Dramatic 
Society by taking over the onerous duties of arranging the tickets and the 
seating. 

We all wish Mr Bratt a long and happy retirement. 
Anonymous 

Mr B. R. Burrell 1942-1958 
We shall be sorry at the end of term to say goodbye to Mr Burrell, who is 

retiring. He came to us during the war, and in his 16 years service here has 
taught a variety of subjects to the junior forms. During that time he has had 
the satisfaction of knowing that the many successes achieved by senior boys 
reflect highly on the sound foundations laid by his careful and painstaking 
work with them in their earlier years. Not only for the conscientiousness of 
his teaching, but also for the keen interest he took in the general School life 
of the juniors are countless boys grateful to him. 

He made the new boys his especial care and by his thoughful organisation 
and kindly intervention on their behalf he made the ordeal of entering a new 
and larger school pass for them almost unnoticed. There can be few boys 
who have passed through the School during the last 16 years who fail to 
realise the debt they owe Mr  Burrell for all that he did for them during their 
early years here. 

A keen cyclist himself, he has had the interest of road safety very much at 
heart and by his patient instruction has in countless ways done much to bring 
home to the thoughtless the necessity for careful and courteous riding. 

Anonymous 

Mr G H. Clayton 1930-1939 
We were sorry to lose Mr Clayton at Easter. He  had been here since the 

opening of the School and along with Mr  Lay had been responsible for laying 
the foundations on which the growing School could build. The English 
department, the rugger, the scouts and the Old Boys Association all owe 
much to his tireless enthusiasm and incessant devotion to their interests. 
Both in class and out of School he gained the affection of the boys, and his 
interest in all their activities stimulated and encouraged them. When he left, 
the results of his work were apparent, and none of us can feel any doubt as to 
the debt we owe him. 



We congratulate him on his marriage which took place on June 1st and 
wish him and Mrs Clayton much happiness. 

Anonymous 

Mr J. G. Dunning 1932-1966 
At the end of this term we say goodbye to Mr Dunning who is retiring from 

teaching. After taking his degree at Peterhouse, Cambridge, in history and 
geography, Mr Dunning taught for three years in the Friends’ School at 
Lisburn in Northern Ireland, and came to us in April 1932, so that practically 
the whole of his teaching life has been devoted to Wellingborough Grammar 
School. And a devoted life it has indeed been. 

He will be remembered above everything else for his brilliant work in the 
geography department which soon reached, and always maintained, an 
extremely high level through his forceful teaching and insistence on high 
standards ofwork and behaviour. The mere mention of the word “geography 
room” still brings back to his former pupils vivid memories of his forthright 
methods and unfailing enthusiasm, but there is always, among his older 
pupils at any rate a deep sense of respect and of gratitude for all the trouble 
Mr Dunning took on their behalf. 

His other contributions to School life are many and varied, and in all he 
made his mark. He gave unceasingly of his energies to his work with the 
School magazine, with the athletic sports, with the sixth form general 
courses, with the School excursions, with Toc H and above all with the 
Scouts, who for nearly 20 years profited from his wise guidance and 
unbounded enthusiasm. His remarkable gifts of leadership and organisation 
combined to make a great success of all these activities. 

During the war he served with distinction in the RAF, where he reached 
the rank of Flight Lieutenant and was twice mentioned in despatches. We all 
wish Mr Dunning a long and happy retirement, sharing with him the hope 
and expectation that a life of ease and freedom from the anxieties of School 
life will see the end of the ill-health which has troubled him in recent 
months. 

Anonymous 

Mr E. L. Hole 1930-1943 
A heavy blow fell upon us when, in June, Mr Hole was appointed to the 

staff of Merchant Taylors School, Hertfordshire. He was one of the original 
masters of the School and has served it faithfully for 13 years. He has had an 
untold and invaluable influence upon the growth of the School’s traditions 
and they will always bear the mark of his personality. He has raised the 
standard both in the French teaching and in cricket coaching to a remarkably 
high level and the musical life of the School owes more than one can say to 
his unfailing zeal, his fine tenor voice, and his skill as a pianist. Mr Hole will 



be missed particularly as second master, the duties of which office he filled 
with great ability, and amongst the Old Boys all of whom he knew and who 
looked to him, and never in vain, for help and advice in Association matters. 
He leaves with our best wishes for his future hapiness. He will be 
remembered here as a chief builder of the place, and we hope he will always 
have kindly memories of us. 

Anonymous 

Mr W. Holmes 1944-1963 
Mr Holmes joined the staff as senior chemistry master in April 1944, and 

later became head of the science department. This period in the School’s 
history covered the very rapid growth of the sixth form on the science side, 
and the provision in 1954 of the Fleming chemistry laboratory. It was 
accompanied by an evergrowing stream of scientists proceeding from the 
sixth form to the universities, many of whom distinguished themselves by 
winning open awards or state scholarships. 

Mr Holmes had a large part in these successes and as form master of the 
upper sixth science did everything possible to further the careers of his 
students. He also founded the Scientific Society and was responsible for the 
organisation of the School tuck shop. 

During this time Mr  Holmes fought bravely and uncomplainingly against 
a painful and crippling illness, and his outstanding determination and 
enthusiasm aroused the respect of both the masters and the boys. It is with 
great regret that the School learned this term that Mr  Holmes will now have 
to retire. We thank him for his unique contribution to the School and for the 
wonderful example of fortitude that he has shown us all, and we wish him 
and Mrs Holmes happiness in their retirement. 

H. A. Wrenn 

Dr A. Jackson 1939-1970 
We say goodbye this term to Dr  Jackson, who is retiring from teaching 

after spending more than 30 years as senior English master here. When he 
came the School was still small with scarcely 200 boys and a mere dozen or so 
sixth-formers. He has seen the School grow over the years to its present size 
with as many in the sixth form now as there were in the whole School when 
he came. He is well entitled to a share in the credit for the great successes the 
School has achieved in many spheres during the years he has been with us. 
He has, by his sympathetic interest in all that the boys do and by his genuine 
concern for their welfare and happiness, above all in their early years at 
School, helped to create an atmosphere in which they can all work happily. 

In particular as head of the English department he has produced a large 
number of first-rate English scholars, who have profited by the sound yet 
inspired teaching to go on and distinguish themselves in many of our 



universities. He saw our first-ever entrant to Oxford, who indeed went up 
there to read English. Not only these has he helped, but also by his sound and 
patient instruction he has guided the less able to gain mastery of our difficult 
language and some real love of the glories of our literary heritage. 

But perhaps he will be best remembered in the School for his work with 
the Dramatic Society. He it was who first instituted the annual School play 
and for many years he was responsible for the uniformly successful 
productions. He  revelled most in comedy thrillers, Agatha Christie being his 
favourite, as a light relief from the more serious drama studies of the 
classroom. All this was built upon the foundations he laid in acting lessons in 
class, and every boy will remember with great delight acting periods in the 
first forms with Dr  Jackson’s highly organised procedure, his tea chest of 
props and costumes, and his emphasis on robbers, pirates and highwaymen. 

T o  hear him speak is a joy, for he has a deep store of racy and witty 
anecdotes. When he was the guest of honour at the Old Boys annual dinner, 
he kept his audience in almost continuous fits of laughter with his humorous 
and highly entertaining reminiscences of his early days at Wellingborough 
Grammar School. His system of first form lectures will long be remembered 
and among his other activities he was for a number of years editor of the 
School magazine. 

Dr  Jackson is indeed a character and will certainly be missed. His genuine 
interest in boys has made him universally admired and respected, and all will 
be sorry to see him go. Our feelings of sadness at losing him are balanced by 
our gratitude for all he has done for the School in so many ways and all 
masters and boys alike will join in expressing best wishes to him and his wife 
for a long and happy retirement. 

Anonymous 

Mr F. C. Lay 1930-1937 
In offering, as sincerely as we can, our congratulations to the headmaster, 

on his appointment to the headship of Doncaster Grammar School, we are 
for the moment more concerned with a sense of the School's loss. A school 
always owes the greater part of it's achievement to the headmaster. This is 
particularly true when that head is the first, in a new building without 
atmosphere or tradition. 

It is just seven years since Mr Lay and four assistants opened the School 
with 60 boys divided into three forms. We now have some 200 boys divided 
into 10 forms. There was a happy-go-lucky spirit about those early days 
which it is impossible and perhaps undesirable to recapture. There were no 
Houses and no rules save those we made as we went along, but there was a 
very friendly and enthusiastic spirit. It was the days when boys went on 
training walks before breakfast on Sunday in preparation for the School's 
first rugger match. This enthusiastic, friendly spirit emanated from the head 
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and found it's climax in the School production of three plays in April, 1932. 
These were a united School effort. The head encouraged us to make our 
own scenery and lighting and to write our own plays; he arranged short talks 
after prayers on various aspects of dramatic work; he joined us all in a 
common, community enterprise. 

It was then we discovered that we had a headmaster who could willingly go 
out to buy a box of tacks, if that was the needful thing at the moment. Always 
has Mr Lay preserved that attitude of being completely free of access to any 
boy or master at any time he is in the building. Further he has shown a 
genuine and fatherly interest in the welfare of each boy, which interest has 
not been limited to his school days only, as many an Old Boy of the School 
can bear witness. 

The plays were a turning point. The first Oxford certificate was drawing 
near; the School was growing in numbers of boys and staff and the next few 
years were years of growing pains in which the School was finding itself, 
adjusting the claims of work and play. Finally in the last year or so a settled 
framework has been achieved. Organisation has functioned smoothly so that 
the School has been free to devote it's energies to the varied activities of it's 
life. Rugby, boxing, cross-country, athletic sports, PT, cricket, school 
certificate and swimming; the School has found its own yearly rhythm and 
pattern, and though it all runs the thread of the School music, gradually 
taking the lead at School prayers, growing and widening to include a School 
orchestra, in which the head plays the violin, and reaching a peak in the 
choir's proposed broadcast. 

These things have happened because in Mr  Lay we have had a head who 
allowed the utmost possible freedom of scope, consistent with balance, to the 
staff under him. This sounds simple, but it requires qualities of tactful 
leadership from within the group which, though less showy and blatant than 
much that passes for leadership, are none the less more difficult of 
achievement and more lasting in result. These qualities Mr  Lay has shown 
himself to possess. In addition the staff and boys can bear witness to such 
characteristics as honesty of mind, fairness and kindness, which rudimentary 
though they may appear, are rare, even in headmasters. 

Nor are all headmasters as fortunate in their wives. Mrs Lay has always 
taken a keen interest in the School. It was chiefly at her wish that a move 
nearer the School was made so that she could feel a sharer in the School life. 
Medals for the swimming sports and the boxing cup have been a gift from 
her; while the yearly function she perhaps enjoys best is the giving of tea to all 
the visitors on the day of the Parents match. 

Because of what he is and because of the help and encouragement he has 
received from Mrs Lay, the headmaster will be leaving a tradition of which 
he may well be proud. In seven years we have a School that is alive with varied 
interests; in which each boy has opportunity for continuous initiative and 



where between big and small boys, between the pupils and staff and between 
the School and parents, there is a natural, friendly feeling which augers well 
for the future of the foundations M r  Lay has laid so truly. 

Anonymous 

Mr A. W. Leftwich 1947-1969 
Mr Leftwich retired at the end of the summer term after devoting the 

greater part of his teaching career to the service of Wellingborough 
Grammar School. 

A BSc of London University and a Fellow of the Zoological Society, he 
came to us in January 1947 as biology master to take charge of a subject 
which was then in its infancy in this School, for it had been introduced into 
the curriculum only during the war. There was no biology laboratory, and 
apart from a makeshift and temporary conversion of a classroom, it was not 
until 1958 that the biology laboratory, to which Sir John Cockcroft gave his 
name, was built. In spite of this, during the years that he has spent with us, 
Mr Leftwich has built up a very flourishing department with high standards 
of scholarship and enthusiasm, as the large number of his pupils now 
scattered over the country as doctors, dentists, pharmacists and biologists 
can readily testify. 

His own enthusiasm for his subject he easily transmitted to his pupils and 
he inspired them through his own keeness to find things out on their own and 
to collect specimens for themselves and for the evergrowing collection in the 
Cockcroft laboratory. He  ran many well organised expeditions in search of 
specimens in the locality and encouraged all to seek to spend their time 
happily and usefully in the study of nature both in the plant and in the animal 
kingdoms. Many were the jam-jars full of specimens presented in the early 
morning at the staff room for his approval and identification. The  meetings 
of the Natural History Society, which he founded and so patiently fostered, 
were always keenly attended. In co-operation with the local Medical Officer 
of Health he enrolled a large number of boys to engage in a scientific study of 
the anophelis in local pools and swamps, and the publication of the results 
giving new and interesting facts on the life of the mosquito received a 
favourable commendation in a BBC programme. 

Mr  Leftwich gave freely of his time and energies in lecturing to local 
societies on his favourite subjects and found time to write and publish in 
1963 his “Dictionary of Zoology” the fruit of many hours of painstaking 
labour and careful research. This was enthusiastically received and has won 
acclaim not only in this country but also in America and most countries of the 
English-speaking world. 

In his last week at School, M r  Leftwich said he was surprised by the large 
number of expressions of good wishes he had received from all parts of the 
School. He need not have been surprised. There were spontaneous tributes 



from the boys in appreciation of the valuable work he has done for them and 
in gratitude for his patient efforts to help them in their search for knowledge. 

In his retirement he will not be idle: he has more lectures to give and more 
books to write. We can only renew our good wishes and echo the universal 
hope that he will enjoy many happy years of retirement in which to continue 
his life's work of inspiring others to discover and to appreciate the marvels of 
the world of nature. 

Anonymous 

Mr I. J. Nicholas 1932-1973 
Mr  Nicholas and Wellingborough Grammar School have become 

synonymous, and it is difficult to imagine School without him. Since the mid
1930’s ‘Nick’ as he has come to be known, has been a part of the place. A man 
respected by all who knew him through any connection with the School or 
any of his many other varied activities and interests. It is with rugby football 
of course, that most Old Grammarians associate him. This has been and still 
is his great love. His own contribution to the game has been tremendous. 
From being a player of no mean ability, and competing against some of the 
best men of his day, to becoming a top level administrator of School’s rugby. 
Above all, he will remain the man who introduced so many Old 
Grammarians to the game in the first instance, and continued to teach them 
much of what they know. One only has to be at a game or function where 
leading personalities in Rugby Football are present to appreciate the esteem 
which is afforded to Mr  Nicholas. 

His talents, however, have not all ben centred around the games field, as 
the cream of his Latin pupils would confirm. Those who were less 
academically endowed were happy not to be deprived of his immense range 
of teaching abilities as he steadfastly instructed them in English, Divinity and 
History. 

From 1941 to 1946 he was in command of the School Air Training Corps 
unit, and supervised the fire watching activities of the staff and senior boys. 
He was also entrusted with parties of boys to supervise in the fruit picking 
fields of Evesham. 

In his younger days Mr  Nicholas was a playing member of the 
Wellingborough cricket and rugby clubs, and on various occasions local 
choral societies have called upon him to join their ranks. Yet, in spite of all 
these outside interests, his loyalty to the School has always taken 
precedence, and this loyalty has also resulted in his keen interest in the Old 
Grammarians Association to which he has devoted much time and energy. 
He has been an active member of the committee since it’s formation some 30 
years ago. During this time he has always been available when required, and 
continued to give sound and constructive advice on any problem which has 
arisen. 
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It is most fitting to say at this time of his retirement “Wellingborough 
Grammar School will be the poorer for his leaving, but the richer for his 
influence”. We wish him the long and happy retirement he deserves. 

An Old Grammarian 

Mr A. E. Sparrow 1949-1975 
Large numbers of Old Grammarians who have come to remember him 

with gratitude will be shocked to hear of the sudden death on 14 September 
1980 of Mr  Sparrow. He had, some years ago, suffered from heart trouble, 
but he seemed to have made such a good recovery that his death was all the 
more unexpected. 

After war service in the Royal Navy he studied modern languages at 
Cambridge University, and was appointed to the School staff in 1949. For 
over 30 years he played a valuable part in the teaching of modern languages, 
and helped to introduce the new subject of Spanish into the School 
curriculum, later becoming head of the Spanish department. His sound 
scholarship and sympathetic teaching methods were reflected in the 
excellent academic results achieved by those whom he taught. 

Not only in the classroom but also on the games field he made his 
contribution to the traditions and reputation of the School.From the start he 
gave active help in coaching cricket and rugby teams, and for 15 years he was 
in charge of rugby football. Here again many Old Boys will remember his 
helpful advice and sound instruction which laid the foundations of their 
personal enthusiasm and prowess in these games. After his playing days in 
rugby and cricket were over he took up golf, and it was while he was gaining 
his usual enjoyment from this game he suffered his fatal collapse. 

Mr Sparrow will certainly be missed by many, but all will remember him 
with respect and gratitude. 

Anonymous 

Mr T. J. C. Sulch 1955-1975 
Old Grammarians will be shocked and saddened by the news of the 

sudden death of ‘Tony’ Sulch. Appointed to the School in 1955, after 
graduating in mathematics BSc (Hons) and MSc from Nottingham 
University, National Service in the RAEC and a first post in Scotland, he 
joined a dynamic mathematics department headed by John Butler and added 
another dimension to an already strong maths and science side. 

He was a fine athlete; the Sulch brothers names figure prominently on the 
games honours boards of a school across the road. A keen cricketer and 
runner, he played for local sides and ran for Kettering Harriers. In the great 
tradition of Wellingborough Grammar School staff he gave his all in 
coaching and in the classroom. He  was devoted to the interests of his pupils 



and his love for the subject communicated itself though the school and many 
an ‘OG’ has Tony to thank for his mathematical skills. 

On the retirement of Ivor Nicholas, Tony became Second Master and, 
when the amalgamation of the Grammar and High Schools happened in 
1975, he became Senior Deputy Head ofthe Wrenn School. In 1983 he took 
early retirement and returned to his‘alma mater’and injected great expertise 
into their mathematics teaching. 

Tony represented all that was excellent at the School, playing hard and 
working hard. 

He was a supportive colleague, and ever diligent administrator and a fine 
friend. His staunch Christianity, his love of teaching and devotion to his 
pupils led him never the turn his back on a plea for help. He would like most 
of all to be remembered as a scholar, a mathematician and a gentleman. 

Our loss is great, his family's even greater. Our condolences, sympathy 
and ready support go out to his wife Val, his son David (an Old Grammarian) 
and Vanessa, his daughter. 

I. L. MacDougall 

Mr C. F. Taylor 1959-1964 
The departure of Mr Taylor for Bury St. Edmunds at the end of this term 

will leave a vacuum in the School’s musical life which will be hard to fill. He 
has been actively engaged in the making of music here for a number ofyears, 
as well as being responsible for the existence of the Recorder Club. He  has 
helped regularly with the junior and senior choirs, both as accompanist and 
as singer. He sings bass, tenor and alto with equal success, and when he has 
been unable to attend rehearsals with the senior choir, there is always one 
section which feels itself less adequate than usual, and at least three-quarters 
of the senior choir will now feel his absence keenly. 

A number of boys will remember Mr  Taylor as a piano teacher, and 
perhaps more still as choirmaster and organist of All Saints’ church, 
Wellingborough. We are all the more grateful for Mr Taylor’s interests in 
the School’s music, since his primary function here has been the teaching of 
modern languages, and we thank him for giving so freely of his spare time in 
fostering musical activities. 

We wish him success in his new post. 
Anonymous 

Mr A. J. B. Tussler 1959-1975 
Wellingborough and Wellingborough Old Grammarians were privileged 

to have as a master and friend Brett Tussler. His early death has left a gap in 
the religious, educational and sporting life of town and country. 

Brett came to the School in 1959 and had an immediate effect. The fine 
geography department under John Dunning received an additional injection 



of scholarship and enthusiasm. The  Old Boys rugby club found an 
uncompromising player who believed in making the gain line. When John 
Dunning retired Brett took over the department and continued to write  

 

excellent text books and be the ‘joint four’ representative with the local 
education authority. As a schoolmaster he was inspiring to his pupils both 
young and old, asking for and getting the highest standards. As a colleague 
he was equally inspiring and an honour to work with. A pungent sense of 
humour, coupled with a great depth of comradeship, helped to create in the 
common room an atmosphere of bonhomie, scholarship and true 
professionalism. 

Brett’s feeling for his pupils was further extended in his work with the 
congregation of All Saints’ church. A Christian gentleman in every sense of 
the word, he personified the virtue of honour, dedication, friendship, hard 
work, selfessness, direction to his chosen career and to the School. 

Upon the closure of the School in 1975, he became deputy headmaster of 
the newly formed Wrenn School and in 1978 was appointed to the headship 
of Moulton School. Whatever his post, he remained to all of us at 
Wellingborough Grammar School a man of stature and presence, whose 
warmth and professionalism made him stand out among his fellows. We can 
be proud of the fact that he was one of us. 

We revelled in his friendship, delighted in his teaching, and we honour his 
memory. 

I. L. MacDougall 

Mr C. J. H. Ward 1946-1962 
Mr C. J. H. (Clem) Ward has died at his home in Bedford aged 71 and I 

am very glad to have been asked to write a tribute to him, joining the School 
as I did, just after him in 1947. A long time ago one may say, but how often I 
meet Old Boys ready to relate well-remembered incidents in his time with 
the School in a maths. period, as form-master of 5b, on the athletics field or, 
as I knew him best, abroad in one of the School’s foreign tours. 

Mr Ward came to the School after an army career as a Major in the 
Ordnance Corps where one of his main duties was the supervision of the 
kitting-up of personnel to be dropped behind enemy lines. Difficult to get 
him to talk about this, but little details emerged from time to time. 

Joining the School as he did, after having narrowly missed an Olympic 
team through injury, he brought a reputation and an enthusiasm to athletics, 
of which he was in charge, which worked wonders in the achievements of so 
many who participated. In the form-room his kneeness and unflappability 
was so well-known, such occurrences as the ‘accidental’ igniting ofpapers in 
an empty desk (related to me just recently) hardly interrupted the steady 
progress of the work in hand. 

As for 5b, I have heard so often from Old Boys just ‘I was in 5b!’ But I got 



to know Clem most of all when, in 1952, with his wife Ethel he joined my wife 
and myself in organising and accompanying the School foreign tours until he 
left us in 1962. Some hundreds of boys went on the tours in this period and . 
their willingness to reminisce on their enjoyment of their experiences is itself 
a fine tribute to Clem’s ability to plan, to forsee snags in good time and to 
present total good humour and cheerfulness whatever might occur; 

Such little incidents as returning to Wcllingborough at 1 1.30pm with one 
party and leaving the next day at 4am with the next; turning aside the wrath of 
rail staff finding boys stretched out asleep in first class compartments; illness 
of almost epidemic proportions with 36 running high temperatures out of a 
party of 60 and, perhaps finest of all, getting a whole party’s packed meals by 
rushing, with Ethel, through the passport control at Basel, without passports, 
of course! Clem coped with them all. 

He left the School in 1962 because, living as he did in Bedford he was then 
unable to give enough attention in the evenings to his son Richard’s work 
from Wellingborough School. A well-judged move one may well say, 
although much to the Grammar School's loss because Richard now holds 
the position of Chief Dental officer for the County of Suffolk, the youngest 
appointment of such a kind! 

At his final retirement from teaching Mr Ward was academic 
administrator of Hawnes School, Bedford. Since then he and Ethel, 
considerably effected by the travel bug have gone far afield visiting South 
Africa, the USA and Canada. I feel all out great sympathy goes out to Ethel 
and Richard in their sad loss. 

Martin Cheale 

Mr A. R. Woolley 1937-1945 
At the end of this term we are saying goodbye to Mr Woolley in his official 

position as headmaster. He came to us in 1937, eight years ago at a time 
when the School numbers were 237. They are now 376. In these eight years 
the School has made progress exceeding our most sanguine expectations 
both in the standard of the work and in the general activities which go to 
make school life a pleasure and happiness. We have seen in all of this the 
guiding hand of the headmaster. In work he left his final triumph to his last 
year, when the School won five open scholarships at our senior universities - 
a wonderful record for so young a school. 

No work in the interests of the boys has been too much for him. Their 
confidence in him has been a gratifying return for all he has done on their 
behalf. His popularity with the Governors, who have had complete 
confidence in his organisation, with the staff, the boys and their parents has 
been the keynote of his success. In addition to his School work, he has taken 
a keen and active interest in the affairs of the town, and his departure will be 
sorely felt by everybody. In all his work he has had the unfaltering support of 



Mrs Woolley, whom we shall miss at all School functions. They leave us 
officially, but we hope not personally, and while thanking them for all they 
have done for the School we wish them a long and happy life at Oxford, 
where our late headmaster has been appointed education secretary to the 
appointments board of the university. 

P. A. Fryer 
Chairman of Governors 

Mr H. A. Wrenn 1946-1975 
Mr Wrenn was the headmaster for almost 30 years and he relinquished 

the post, on retirement, when the School went comprehensive in 1975. In 
appreciation of his outstanding services to the School during that long period 
the resultant comprehensive school was designated as the Wrenn School - a 
school which, combined with what was the Wellingborough High School for 
Girls in London Road, flourishes to this day. 

He built up what was a comparatively small school into a large and very 
successful school, with a sixth form for almost 200 boys, a large number of 
whom went on to higher education at university, polytechnic or college of 
education. He was always ready with sympathetic advice and help for his 
pupils. Nothing was too much trouble for him. 

From his early days at the School he took a keen interest in the affairs of 
the Association and he was ceaseless in his efforts to assist the members to 
obtain a memorial sports field. It was in appreciation of his negotiating skills 
that the rugby club of the Association elected him a Life Vice-President in 
1977. 

Anonymous 

Mr and Mrs Charles Tropman 1934-1945 
Two people to whom Wellingborough Grammar School is more than just 

a building, live in a modest house in The Drive, Wellingborough. 
One did not see them on the platform at important School functions - 

indeed they shunned publicity; but much of the smooth running of the 
School was due to their untiring efforts. They saw that we did not go hungry 
and that we were pleasantly warm during winter days. 

Who are they? For those who did not have the pleasure of knowing them, 
let us introduce Mr  and Mrs Charles Tropman. For 11 years and four 
months, Wellingborough Grammar School was their life. And even now, 
they feel they are still a part of the School. 

Every boy and master knew Mr and Mrs Tropman. Four hours before we 
arrived at School, Mr  Tropman was stoking the boilers and making sure that 
everything was ready for another day’s work. If any boy - or master - had 
ventured down into the kitchen at 7 am, he would have found Mrs Tropman 



busily preparing the day’s lunch. She would probably have been making one 
of her famed jam rolls. 

At five minutes to nine Mr Tropman would appear at the top of the 
playground entrance steps and ring a hand-bell. Woe betide any boys who 
were seen fighting. Mr Tropman caught them and escorted them to the 
headmaster’s study where their fate awaited them. He was also  renowned for 
his skilled management of the School tuck-shop. Much of Mr Tropman’s 
morning was spent in taking the attendance book around the various 
class-rooms. 

In her role as cook/housekeeper Mrs Tropman was busy all day long. 
When she first came to the School on its opening day she cooked 60 lunches. 
And when she left 200 hungry boys crowded into the dining hall shortly 
before one o’clock. 

Although she cooked her last dinner at the School many years ago, Mrs 
Tropman still remembers the weekly menu. “On Monday it was roast beef, 
Tuesday it was salt beef. We called Wednesday’s dinner ‘resurrection’ for 
obvious reasons. Meat pudding was the main dish on Thursday, and on 
Friday it was the ‘Pass Over’”. 

Anonymous 



CHAIRMAN OF THE GOVERNORS 

1930-1933 Alderman George Henson 

1933-1 940 Councillor Hedger Edwards 

1940-1951 P. A. Fryer Esq MA 

1951-1952 Alderman John Lea  

1952-1957 T. D. E. Pendered Esq MC 

1957-1972 Alderman E. A. Steele 

1972-1975 Mrs Hamilton Cox 





SPEECH DAY GUESTS OF HONOUR 

The first Speech Day took place on 7 February 1935 when the guest of 
honour was the Reverend R. W. Howard MA, Liverpool College. It was 
reported that his speech was warmly applauded, particularly as he requested 
a whole day holiday for the boys to mark the occasion. Subsequent guests of 
honour are listed below. 

By 1945 the accommodation available inside the School hall had become 
severely taxed and arrangements were made, for that year only, to hold the 
function in the Palace Cinema in the town. By l946 the name of the function 
was amended and it became Parents Day and was held in the School 
quadrangle. In inclement weather the School hall was used with the 
audience overflow being accomodated in adjoining classrooms. The 
proceedings were relayed into these rooms via the School amplification 
equipment. 

Reverend R. W. Howard MA, Liverpool College 
M r  S.  C.  Kaines-Smith MBE, MA, FSA, Keeper City Museum and 
Art Gallery Birmingham 
Alderman Brigadier General A. F. H. Ferguson JP 
Sir Albert C.  Seward ScD, FRS, Late Vice Chancellor of 
Cambridge University and Master of Downing College, Cambridge 
Sir Gilbert Walker CSI, ScD, FRS, FRAS, Late Professor of 
Meteorology, Imperial College of Science 
The  Rt Hon the Lord Roche PC, honorary Fellow of Wadham 
College, Oxford 
The  Lord Bishop of Peterborough, the Right Reverend C. M. 
Blagden D D  
Mr  G. M. Trevelyan OM, CBE, Master of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, Regius Professor of Modern History, University of 
Cambridge 

Speech Day 1954 
Miss Bavin, Sir Alexander Fleming, Mr  Nicholas 



9 t h  May, 1966 

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  thank  you v e r y  much 
f o r  g i v i n g  me such a n  e x c e l l e n t  lunch  a t  t he  
H i n d .  E o t e l  on Fr iday  and f o r  i n v i t i n g  me t o  
g ive  t h e  P r i z e s  and f o r m a l l y  d e c l a r e  t h e  

Liountbat ten H a l l  o p e n  at  your  school .  

I thought  t h e  whole occas ion  
e x c e l l e n t l y  a r ranged  and a  most i n s p i r i n g  
one and t h e  s p i r i t  o f  your  boys w a s  q u i t e  
c l e a r l y  f i r s t - c l a s s ,  

I send you my b e s t  wishes  f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e .  



Mr C. M. Bowra MA, D Litt, FBA, Warden of Wadham College, 
Oxford 
Mr R. G. Routh MA, late headmaster of Bromsgrove 
Mr F. R. Salter MA, Senior Tutor of Magdalene College, 
Cambridge 
Mr F. C. Lay MA, BSc, City of Oxford School. The first 
headmaster of Wellingborough Grammar School 
Mr G. H. Stainforth MA, Headmaster of Oundle School 
Mr G. A. Kolkhorst MA, Exeter College, Oxford 
The Reverend Canon W. Francis Smith, Chairman of 
Northamptonshire Education Committee 
The Rt Hon The Earl Spencer 
The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Peterborough 
Mr G. R. G. Mure MA, Warden of Merton College, Oxford 
The Rt Hon the Lord Luke TD, DL  
Sir Alexander Fleming 
Sir Gyles Isham 
Mr B. L. Hallward MA, Vice Chancellor of Nottingham University 
His Grace the Duke of Bedford 
Sir John Cockcroft KCB 
Sir W. Laurence Bragg OBE, MC, FRS 
Lord Birkett 
Mr W. J. Penn Chairman of the Northamptonshire Education 
Committee 
Sir William Penney KBE, Director of the Atomic Energy 
Commission 
Sir Compton Mackenzie OBE 
Sir Brian Horrocks KCB 
The Marquess of Exeter 
Admiral of the Fleet the Earl Mounbatten of Burma 
Group Captain Douglas Bader CBE, DSO, DFC 
Lord Robert Boothby and Lady Boothby 
Sir Peter Scott CBE, DSc ,  LID 
HRH Prince William of Gloucester 
Group Captain Leonard Cheshire VC, DSO, DFC 
Old Grammarian David Frost OBE 
The Rt Hon Lord Maybray-King former Speaker of the House of 
Commons 

Thank you letter from Earl Mountbatten 
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SENIOR PREFECTS - HEADS OF SCHOOL 

School prefects were appointed from the early days. The first mention of a 
Senior Prefect appeared in the School magazine published in the autumn 
term of 1935. From 1957 onwards the office holder was designated as Head 
of School. The year in which a name was first listed is given. 

J. S. Jackson 
F. Langley 
H. H. Maddams 
H. W. Catlin 
J. A. Mabbutt 
A. M. Hall 
R. Cross 
D. Durham 
D. G. Munns 
K. A. Bond 
B. 0. Elmore 
G. N. Wells 
J. Hodgkins 
D. S. Law 
R. Shawley 
J. W. Gilbert 
J. Hyde 
D. W. Barber 
W. Priest 

R. O. Knight 
J .  M. Clarke 
D. M. Wilson 
D. S. Wilson 
G. G. Martin 
M. D. Kitson 
I. G. Prior 
N. I. Palmer 
P. Lindsell 
B. K. Tanner 
R. J. Pine 
S. W. Grant 
H. J. Elliot 
P. W. Warburton 
A. W. Jessop 
G. Lees 
D. J. Attley 
G. Hind 
A. P. Flint 
A. J. Hoogervorst 

School Prefects 1962 
Standing: Peter Jackson, Robert Ball, Richard Gardiner, Richard Frost, Anthony Byan ,  

Peter Catlin, Peter Stevenson, Neil Palmer 
Seated: Chris Talbot, N. J. Palmer, Richard Bradshaw, Ian Prior, Ian Griffiths, Richard Buchta, 

William Aldwinckle 
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HEADS OF HOUSE 

The first reference to the designation of a House prefect as the Head of 
House was in 1935. There are a few gaps in the lists for each House but the 
records which do exist are given. The year which a name was first listed is 
shown. 

DRAGONS 
C. Sears 
H. H. Maddams 
H. W. Catlin 
D. E. J. Pope 
R. H. Edwards 
P. W. Rich 
D. Durham 
R. H.  Bailey 
D. W. Robinson 
D. R. Smith 
J. P. Hyde 
R. Lawrence 
B. A. Groome 
J. P. Edwards 
J. Hyde 
M. I. Beeby 
T. A. Field 
B. R. Clayton 
D. N. Hall 
J. O.  Greenhalf 
M. J. Green 
M. N. Round 
R. C. Scott 
B. A. Tall 
B. Bellamy 
R. J. Pine 
D. Toseland 

GRYPHONS 
F. Langley 
J. T. W. Findley 
P. A. T .  Green 
A. J. Parkinson 
J. Frisby 
S. Elks 
D. F. White 
K. A. Bond 
J. R. Jones 
R. K. S. Baker 
D. S. Law 
R. Shawley 
M. A. Crawley 
D. W. Barber 
W. Priest 
B. H. Whitney 
S. C. Norsworthy 
D. S. Wilson 
G. G. Martin 
M. D. Kitson 
C. R. S. Talbot 
N. I. Palmer 
P. Coleman 
J. R. Forster 
C. J. Bennet 
S. W. Grant 
H.  J. Elliot 



DRAGONS 
R. J. Gayton 
P. W. Warburton 
R. Lawson 
B. J. Warburton 
D. M. O’Halloran 
J. M. Wilson 

LIONS 
A. Pickford 
J. Remington 
J. A. Mabbutt 
L. A. Green 
G. W. Bradshaw 
D. G. Munns 
R. A. Hales 
G. N. Wells 
G. C. Neville 
K. M. Bradshaw 
R. Berwick 
J. A. Whiffing 
G. T .  Ridge 
R. 0. Knight 
D. Roberts 
P. R. Smeathers 
N. J. Butler 
C. A. Garley 
M. E. Ridge 
W. T. Aldwinckle 
P. J. Stevenson 
R. F. Gardiner 
P. Lindsell 
A. Randall 
P. J. Bale 
P. Marriage 
P. Toombs 
M. G. Carrea 
C. F. Owen 
T .  Dormer 
P. M. Mankiewcz 
A. P. Flint 

GRYPHONS 
1969 G. N. Phillips 
1970 W. D. N. Sheehan * 

1972 D. J. Attley 

STAGS 
S. Gambrell 
C. Bond 
J. W. Sherwood 
A. M. Hall 
R. Cross 
W. G. Ager 
B. O.  Elmore 
J. Hodgkins 
G. P. Surridge 
P. A. Wills 
N. F. Elmore 
J. W. Gilbert 
S. W. Brown 
D. Priestley 
D. A. Harris 
D. T. Stevens 
B. K. Rigby 
J. M. Clarke 
D. M. Wilson 
K. Bailey 
J. B. Stauntson 
R. J. Bradshaw 
R. Ball 
B. K. Tanner 
P. Thacker 
K. P. Ash 
M. A. Cox 
S. K. Clark 
A. G. Wilson 
A. W. Jessop 
M. Clark 
S. E. Groome 
S. A. Rogers 



CAPTAINS OF RUGBY 

Sydney Sanders was the first (in 1932) known name on the list of those 
rugby playing boys who achieved the accolade of captain of rugby. The year 
in which a name was first listed is shown. 

S. Sanders 
J. Jackson 
J. T. W. Findley 
H. H. Maddams 
H.  W. Catlin 
P. H.  White 
R. H. Edwards 
D. F. White 
F.Taylor 
K. A. Bond 
D.  R. Smith 
J. Hodgkins 
J. P. Hyde 
G. C. Neville 
R. Shawley 
J. A. Whiffing 
M. I. Beeby 
W. Priest 
B. K. Rigby 

A. E. Bean 
S. C. Norsworthy 
J. 0. Greenhalf 
M. Y. Palmer 
M. D. Kitson 
R. J. Buchta 
P. J. Stevenson 
B. Bellamy 
B. K. Tanner 
R. J. Pine 
S. W. Grant 
P. M. Layton 
A. W. Jessop 
M. Clark 
P. Mankiewicz 
I. L. Davies 
G. Hind 
D. G. Hey 





PEN PORTRAITS OF RUGBY PLAYERS 
1932 

These pen portraits were presumably composed by Mr Clayton, the 
master in charge of rugby. 

‘Under 15’ XV 

S. Sanders (left-wing) - captain of football. He  is a tactful captain. 
To be a good captain he requires to be thorough. His 
kicking has improved, but his tackling is not really a 
good example. 

J. Jackson (forward) - leader and vice-captain. On his day a keen 
hard-working forward. He  backs up his three-quarters 
well. 

D. Lawrence (out-half) - half-colour. He  has settled down well in 
his new position. If he keeps on improving he might 
make a good player. 

C. Edwards (scrum-half) - half-colour. He has improved his game 
considerably. He  now falls and tackles well and has a 
very fair pass-out. 

L. Callf (forward) - half-colour. He  backs up and handles well, 
but must not forget the chief duty of a forward is to 
shove in the scrum. 

G .  Gowen (centre three-quarter) - he has brains and sometimes 
uses them. His chiefweakness is not falling on the ball. 

A. Drage (cenre three-quarter) - improving. He  still lacks 
confidence. 

'Under 15' XV 1932/33 
Back row: R. Austin, Gerald Reid, Gilbert Gowen, Fred Furr, Robert Brown, Arthur Pickford. 

William Whittaker, Sydney Smeathers 
Front row: A. Drage, Leslie Cal f f  Clifford Edwards, Sydney Sanders (captain), John Jackson, 

Charles Drabble, John Fowler 



‘Under 15’ XV 

J. Fowler 

F. Furr 

G. Reid 

R. H. Brown 

S.  Smeathers 

W. Whittaker 
A. Pickford 
R. Austin 

R. Lansberry 

F. Partridge 

C. Hanwell 

R. J.  Sanders 
N. Bennett 

T. Collins 
H.  Gardiner 

G. Ekins 
E. Warren 
F. Walden 

E. Mitchell 
S .  Cleaver 
J. Beatty 
F. Maycock 

(forward) - when he can use his hands as well as his 
weight, he should be good. 
(right-wing) - on the whole, rather disappointing. He  
lacks real keenness. 
(full-back) - he can field the ball well, kick with both 
feet and tackle; the pity is he allows so many things to 
distract him. 
(forward) - he has improved his handling. He  must 
improve his tackling and learn to fall on the ball. 
(forward) - a good forward, hard working and quick on 
the ball. 
(forward) - improving. He  has a good wind. 
(forward) - he uses his weight, but not his hands. 
(forward) - he is the right build but inclined to be 
lethargic. 
(forward) - improving. He  could do with more 
confidence. 

‘Under 14’ XV 

(full-back) - a neat kick, a fairly safe catch, but still a 
weak tackler. 
(right-wing) - tackling still weak, falling good, but has 
a good deal to learn. 
(scrum-half) - he has a good pass out but is slow. 
(scrum-half) - he should improve with more 
experience. 
(full-back or forward) - very keen and improving. 
(left-wing) - disappointing. He  does not seem to 
improve. 
(foward) - on his day a good one. 
(forward) - improved a good deal, a neat hooker. 
(forward) -very quick on the ball. He has a tendency to 
hang about off-side. 
(forward) - a very fair dribbler. 
(forward) - improved a good deal. He  can tackle. 
(forward) - he gets the ball but does not use his brain. 
(forward) - he has picked up the game well. 



PEN PORTRAITS OF RUGBY PLAYERS 

F. R. Nevett 

P. Thacker 

K. L. Allen 

D. Toseland 

R. J. Benoist 

P. R. Betts 

R. J. Pine 

W. Drew 

(full back) - a neat and precise player. Fields well and 
kicks stylishly. Occasionally subject to indecision, but 
mostly reliable and safe. 
(right wing) - very fast, very elusive in his own 
distinctive jinking way. His flair for dropping passes is 
acceptable when weighed against his potential threat 
and scoring record. 
(centre) - strong penetrative, good ball player. 
Difficult to stop when in full flight. Highly original 
dummy and a talent for producing the unexpected. 
This includes his place kicking. 
(centre) - thoroughly dependable. An excellent passer 
of the ball, an eye for the gap and a knack of saving 
situations. Improving in punctuality. 
(wing) - quick and robust. Willing to forage to make 
his own opportunities. Defensive covering very useful. 
Indulges in labyrinthine yet effective sorties across the 
field. 
(fly half) - has developed into a very useful link and a 
neat and accurate kicker. Pocket-sized and unable to 
burst through the half gap, but not lacking in courage. 
(scrum half) - a good captain, full of exhortation and 
encouragement. Good, quick service, sound defence, 
resourceful under pressure and an excellent individual 
break. Has inspired by example and has scored many 
opportunist tries. 
(prop) - the strong man of the side. Sound worker in 
the loose. Constructive with the ball in his hands. At 



his best in mauls. Adept at smuggling. Quicker about 
the field than last year, too. 

K. D. Shurville (hooker) - a proficient hooker who has served us well, 
Quiet, unobtrusive and slight, but improving all the 
while in loose play. 

P. M. Layton (prop) - no greyhound, but a strong and solid worker 
who has always been in the thick of things. Improving 
steadily in the handling game. 

T. M. McIlroy (lock) - tough and hard working, making up in ferocity 
what he lacks in finesse. Occasionally emerges from 
the fray to make a myopic burst upfield. 

N. A. Fairey (lock) - a lean, telescopic jumper who has done very 
well for us in the line-out. Always at hand in loose play. 
Has performed this year with new found elan. 

J. M. Brown (blind side) - a trifle light in the tackle, but a very able, 
constructive player with good positional sense. 
Tireless. An efficient secretary. 

S. W. Grant (No.8) - a seasoned player who knows the game. 
Covers and retrieves intelligently, enterprising in 
initiating attacking movements. T o  him is owed much 
of the morale of the pack. 

B. Waite (open side) - has gained increasingly in confidence 
and maturity as the season has progressed. A hard 
tackler, a good handler quick to harass and seize on 
mistakes. Has not spared himself in attack or defence. 



CAPTAINS OF CRICKET 

The first mention of the game of cricket at the School appeared in the 
School magazine in the autumn term of 1932, when it was reported that the 
Cricket Cup has been won by the Stags house. At that time the School 
fielded an "Under 14" XI only and the captain of that team, Leslie Callf, was 
the first known name to be listed as captain of cricket. His successors are 
given. 

L. Callf 
S.  Sanders 
F. Maycock 
J. W. T. Findley 
J. Remmington 
H .  W. Catlin 
J. A. Mabbutt 
A. M. Hall 
R. Cross 
D. G.  Munns 
K. A. Bond 
J. T. Hardwick 
J. N. Minney 
J. Hodgkins 
D. S.  Law 
J. A. Whiffing 
J. Hyde 
W. Priest 

D. T .  Stevens 
B. K. Rigby 
A. E. Bean 
J. T. Sharman 
R. Tomlin 
M. D. Kitson 
R. J. Bradshaw 
I. J. Tilley 
B. Bellamy 
B. Waite 
S. W. Grant 
P. M. Layton 
R. C. Hobbs 
S. Nevett 
G. Hind 
D. J. Attley 
C. Bellamy 
P. F. Mantle 





CAPTAINS OF ATHLETICS 

Athletics was part of the curriculum at the School from the early days.The 
first reference to a captain of athletics appeared in 1947 when John Hyde was 
so designated. The  names of some of his successors are given below. No 
reference to any such captaincy was made in the School magazines after 
1966. 

1947 J. P. Hyde 1956 R. Miles 
1949 G. P. Surridge 1958 S. C. Norsworthy 
1950 R. Levy 1959 M. J. Sharman 
1951 P. F. Jones 1962 N. I. Palmer 
1952 D. W. Barber 1965 R. J. Pine 
1955 T. A. Field 1966 P. Thacker 





AN OLD GRAMMARIAN LOOKS BACK (1) 

In the School magazine of the summer term of 1957 there appeared a 
fascinating article by a previous prefect of the School, Bert Catlin, which 
gave an insight into the very early days ofthe School. Bert entered the School 
in the summer term of 1933 and by 1939 was captain of rugby and the senior 
prefect. He  left the School in 1940 to enter Bede College, Durham 
University but soon joined the RAF and was on operational flying duties for 
which he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. His article was 
entitled: - 

I REMEMBER, I REMEMBER 
What was it like in those early days? What were they like - the pupils, the 

staff and the buildings some 25 years ago when Wellingborough Grammar 
School was barely three years old? No VIth form, and the school certificate 
yet to enforce a silence alongside the Hall, and higher certificate was a terror 
unknown. The paint was hardly dry, the desks as yet bore no marks of those 
wishing to record their initials for posterity, and text books were actually in 
one piece. 

We were a small family in those days; some 200 boys, the headmaster and 
eight members of staff. In those days, I believe, there was an easy chair for 
each member of the staff and there was no danger of continually running into 
strangers in the staff room. Small though it was, this staff could produce a 
satisifactory blue 'fug' to greet nervous juniors who had tapped on that old 
staff room door, which has given way to room 7 and the new staircase. Two of 
that 1933 staff are still there to answer the door. More grey hairs have been 
added to the few which my generation implanted, but I do not doubt that 
their strong right arms are still functioning with their former vigour. 

What of the buildings and the field and grounds? There were, of course, 
no huts. The Hall windows gave a view of spacious vegetable garden ruled 
over by a Mr Knight, who, when not engaged in food production was cutting 
the playing field seated on a very fine‘Atco’motor mower, or was occupied in 
his hut in the bottom corner of the field, a favourite rendevous for some 
during the dinner hour. 



The rooms of the main building were not even numbered, and the front of 
the building was the only part that boasted two floors. The present music 
room and the VIth form room were one. It was not until the monastic 
seclusion of the School was shattered by the advent of female teachers 
during the war that this modification took place to make a Ladies common 
room. The present staff room was, believe it or not, the woodwork room, or 
to use the correct jargon, the manual training room. Many were the watch 
stands and pipe racks that were fashioned there, and legion were the 
mortices, tenons and dove-tails that never fitted. 

The other rooms were much as they are now; except for room 5 and the 
various stores under the staircases and at the ends of the upper corridor. 
Room 5 was the music room; it boasted no desks, just wooden folding chairs. 
Indeed, it made an ideal room for debates. Yes, numbers were such that 
there were actually spare rooms. Those store rooms intrigued me. They 
were something of a mystery, possibly because they were seldom unlocked. 
The ones at each end of the upper corridor contained what must have been 
props and scenery for the first plays ever staged by the School. 

The room opposite room 14 served as a dark-room. What of the fourth 
room on the top corridor. Yes, juniors, it was, as now, a place to be shunned - 
the prefects den. I might add that it was more comfortably furnished in the 
mid-thirties - I wonder what did become of those easy chairs? The 
organisation and types of transport used in getting them to School was 
fantastic in the extreme. I do hope the room used as the tuck shop was well 
scrubbed. The  caretakers store was there-soap powders and 'Vim' 
abounding. 

Dinner? There was one sitting. The mid-day meal was heralded by a 
furious striking of a gong by the School's first caretaker, Mr  Tropman. This 
magnificent gong was to be found hanging at the top of the dining hall 
staircase. As its signal, dinner boys lined up in Houses around the quad. and 
filed down to the dining hall. Here were five tables, apart from the cold 
dinner table - one table for each House and the centre tale rejoicing under 
the name of the‘overflow’. House trophies graced the table and I seem to 
remember that the Stags table claimed most of them. The dinners were 
cooked by Mrs Tropman, wife of the caretaker. For those whose tummies 
were somewhat queasy a poached egg was to be had. Any who did not take to 
the sweet of the day could always have rice pudding. 

There was a happy-go-lucky spirit in those early days which it would be 
difficult and undesirable to recapture. We were small enough for everyone to 
know everyone: to meet all members of the staff in the form room several 
times each week. Those were the days of an‘Under 7 stone’ rugby team, the 
junior cricket team known as the Scorpions, and the introduction of straw 
hats, sausage and mash teas after School rugger matches, the beginning of 



country dancing in the Hall with girls from the High School and film shows 
in the winter. 

These days saw the foundations of the thousand and one things that make 
a good school. Stupid pranks were played, as I suppose they are now, 
punishments were handed out and received none too graciously, but as 
thoughts fly back it is with justifiable proud and gratitude I say, “I went to that 
School”. 





AN OLD GRAMMARIAN LOOKS BACK (2) 

Derrick Pearce (1938-1945), the Association general secretary, recalls 
the wartime years at the School. His article is entitled:- 

THE VALIANT YEARS 
When the Second World War broke out in September 1939 it brought 

disruption and change often on a vast scale, in the organisation and life of the 
School. Many of the staff and older pupils faced the prospect of an unknown 
period of time in His Majesty’s Forces. Some served in foreign parts and 
were separated from their loved ones for several years. A few of these were 
honoured and decorated for their services, and 25 former pupils gave their 
lives, whilst others were wounded and seriously injured. As a young lad of 1 1 
years old, just moving into form 3b, I could not possibly envisage the change, 
heroism, and tragedies the war would bring, but I can remember the lighter 
side of life and the humour of the School in wartime. 

I believe that we were issued with gas masks just before the war started. 
These were carried in cardboard boxes until these were replaced by more 
durable containers. These we hung round our necks or draped over our 
shoulders and supplemented satchel and kit bags as offensive weapons. We 
were encouraged to wear them for short periods of time in the classrooms 
and small boys enjoyed having their lessons disturbed by practice gas mask 
sessions. 

One of our first wartime tasks was to glue pieces of gauze to the inside of 
many windows of the School. This was supposed to prevent serious 
fragmentation if bombs were dropped nearby. Again lessons were 
interrupted for this worthwhile war work. 

A ‘military’ organisation was soon formed, the ATC Flight with Dr  
Adamson and Mr  Nicholas as the officers. Boys joined the ATC for varied 
reasons: some genuinely intended to go into the RAF and considered that 
the training given would benefit them in this direction while others saw it was 
a means of escaping from the less popular lessons. Mr  Laurie’s maths’ 
lessons were sadly depleted, though this did not appear to deter Mr  Laurie. 
Dr  Adamson and Mr  Nicholas quickly became skilled in the art of morse 



code transmission, aircraft recognition and navigation, and endeavoured to 
transmit these skills to the young potential fliers. Drill was an essential part of 
the training and a squad of boys replendent in their uniforms could often be 
seen marching up and down in the playground under the watchful eyes of 
raucous NCO's. A delight for the cadets was a visit to Sywell aerodrome to 
be given a flight in a Tiger Moth or Domingue. Others were more fortunate 
and spent a day at an American airbase where they were allowed to look 
round a Flying Fortress - a few even flew in one. The American food dished 
out was certainly a luxury in those days of rationing. 

As the war went its course several members of the staffwere called up, and 
their places were taken by ladies. The  first three female members of staff 
were Miss Harris (French), Miss Harrison (Biology) and Mrs Ferguson 
(Physics - 1 think). Soon others arrived on the scene. Miss Gregory replaced 
Mr  Dunning and later married the music master, Mr  Wintersgill. For a short 
time we had a very attractive Miss Howse as an art teacher but mysteriously 
she disappeared from the scene: this was the cause of some broken hearts, 
but Mr  Nicholas informed me many years afterwards that she nipped off one 
weekend, married an American serviceman and did not return. Two 
delightful ladies were a Mrs Allen and Mrs Colsell who lived in the Hatton 
Park Road area. I remember one splendid Christmas party they gave for the 
sixth form. Occasionally there were rumours of romantic liaisons between 
female and male members of staff.  Some pupils developed crushes and I 
recollect one evacuee pupil receiving a severe caning from Mr  Woolley for 
sending a smutty Valentine card to Miss Harris. 

Reference has been made somewhere to the influx of evacuees to the 
School. Certainly the majority fitted in extremely well and made lasting 
friendships in the area. B. A. Goodman from Haberdashers Aske's School 
stayed with a Mrs Lack who lived in The Drive and for over 30 years after the 
end of the war he still maintained close touch with her, visiting her on many 
occasions and showing great kindness. 

Certain aspects of school life were affected by the war. The Scout troop 
continued but Scout master Mr  Pine went into HMF and was replaced by 
Mr  Dunning, who went into the RAF and was replaced by Mr  Weatherhead. 
Mr  Cooke also was an active scoutmaster. Because of the shortage of petrol, 
other than black market variety, school camps had to be reached on foot. On 
one occasion when a camp was held at Castle Ashby the scouts pushed the 
trek cart, a mountain of tents, poles, ropes, pots and pans etc, as far as 
Grendon hill. Unfortunately half way up the hill the scouts lost control and 
the trek cart crashed to the bottom. Pots and pans were everywhere. On 
another occasion a small donkey pulled the trek cart to the Lavendon area. 
The donkey was tethered to the pole in the middle of the camp but broke free 
in the blackness of the night and succeeded in kicking out the tent pegs and 
bringing down the tents. Another recollection of a camp is one held at 



Finedon and John Fielder at 5.0am swinging through the trees giving an 
impersonation of Tarzan. 

The Council for the Encouragement of Music and the Arts (CEMA) . 
arranged afternoon concerts in the School hall. I recollect one or two string 
quartets with rather elderly ladies playing violas and cellos. Mrs Woolley, the 
headmaster's wife, supplemented these activities by playing her flute. She 
wore long dangling earrings which swayed fom side to side with the music. 
How we hated those concerts, but there were enough vigilant members of 
staff to see that order was maintained. 

Older pupils were employed for the then princely sum of three shillings a 
night as firewatchers. Three persons were on duty and one of these had to be 
a member of staff. Some cordial relationships developed during these 
evenings and many a friendly game of cards was played. Fortunately no 
incendiary bombs fell on the School and our firefighting abilities were not 
tested. 

The difficulty of obtaining school uniforms because of clothes rationing 
meant a decline in the standard of school dress.‘Ringworm’ caps grew fewer 
and fewer, and sports coats replaced blazers for senior pupils. 

Cricket and rugby continued to be played, though the sports field could 
not be cut as often as necessary because of the petrol shortage. When teams 
travelled to other schools, journeys had to be on infrequent trains. An away 
cricket match against Bedford Modern School meant a long walk from 
Bedford Station to the school. Bags containing cricket gear were heavy to 
carry but the boys managed it with much grumbling. Occasionally our rugby 
team, strengthened by one or two staff members, played against H M Forces 
teams; one such team represented the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment. 

There were one or two changes in the curriculum. Several years were 
wasted by certain forms in learning Esperanto. Towards the end of the war 
Russian was taught; no doubt as a tribute to our allies. VJ and VE Days were 
particular causes for celebration. After these, I presume the School returned 
to normal. 





ASSOCIATION CHAIRMEN 

AND GENERAL SECRETARIES 
The Association over the years has been very well served by it's officers. 

This list of their names may be incomplete, particularly with reference to the 
early years. The year first elected is given. 

Chairmen 
Mr G. H. Clayton 1963 
Mr  E. L. Hole 1974 
Mr  I. J. Nicholas 1977 
Hubert Bean 1979 
Harry Madams 198 1 
Ron Loomes 1983 
Glyn Addis 1984 
Mervyn Knowles 1985 
Ken Holmes 1986 

General Secretaries 
Charles Drabble 1950 
Clifford Edwards 1954 
Sydney Sanders 1955 
Donald Bruce 1956 
Derek Smith 1960 
Bob Bridgeford 1967 
Michael Richardson 1972 
Ken Holmes 1975 
Don Redhead 1986 

Bob Bridgeford 
Alec Bird 
Arnold Smith 
David Bayes 
Derrick Pearce 
Murray Felstead 
Frank Fair 
Don Stevens 
Don Stratton 

Peter Crawley 
Peter Hawkins 
Gordon Crompton 
Alan Partridge 
Terry Adams 
Don Stevens 
David Walden 
Arnold Smith 
Derrick Pearce 

In 198 1, following the adoption of a new constitution for the Association, 
officers were also elected for the additional clubhouse committee. David 
Bayes was elected to the chair of that committee and Martin Layton was 
elected as secretary. 
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ASSOCIATION GENERAL COMMITTEE 

President M r  H. A. Wrenn 
Vice Presidents Miss N. Bavin 

M r  J. H .  Butler 
Mr  J. G. Dunning 
Mr  J. W. Huddart 
Mr  J. P. Hyde 
Dr  A. Jackson 
Mr  C. A. Pine 
Mr  R. H.  Temple 
Mr  R. V. S. Ward 
Don Stratton 
Derrick Pearce 
Frank Flair 
Jim Mandeville 
Bob Timpson 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Members 

Association general committee 1958/59 
Standing: Glyn Addis, Terry Adams, Mervyn Knowles, Ralph Alderson, Mr Nicholas, Tony Lovell, 

Frank Fair, Jim Tompkins, John Darnell 
Seated: Ron Lumbers, Bob Chapman, Ken Holmes, Derek Houchen, Alec Bird, Don Stratton 
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ASSOCIATION CLUBHOUSE COMMITTEE 

President 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer 
Assistant Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 
Members 

Mr  H. A. Wrenn 
David Bayes 
Martin Layton 
Ron Jacques 
Jim Mandeville 
Bill Mandeville 
John Norton 
Don Bayes 
Steven Cosford 
Vic Edwards 
David Howell 
Devlin Osborn 
Trevor Reade 
Arnold Smith 
Michael Steele 





ASSOCIATION ANNUAL DINNERS 

The first mention of an Association‘dinner’ appeared in 1936 when it was 
reported “on October 1936 we held our annual Old Boys supper and social 
evening[. The  next function, for which records are held, was the “first 
reunion dinner” held on 18 February 1939 at the Hind Hotel. Details, 
where known, of these and succeeding dinners are given. 

Year Date 
1936 24 October 
1937-1938 not held 
1939 18 February 
1940-1946 not held 
1947 10 April 

3 April 
29 April 
31 March 
17 April 
23 February 
21 February 
10 April 
2 April 
24 March 
12 October 
25 October 
24 October 
29 October 
28 October 
13 October 

Venue 

Hind Hotel 

Co-op hall 

Co-op hall 
Gloucester hall 
Gloucester hall 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 
Hind hotel 

Guests of Honour 

Mr F. C.  Lay and 
Mr  H. A. Wrenn 
M r  H.  A. Wrenn 
Mr A. R. Woolley 
Mr  G. H .  Clayton 
Mr  E. L. Hole 
Mr B. W. Appleby 
Mr  I. J. Nicholas 
Mr  H. H .  Wintersgill 
Mr  T .  G.  Cook 
Mr  D.  F.  White 
Mr  J. W. Davies 
Dr  A. Jackson 
Dr  A. B. Adamson 
Mr  J. Butterfield 
Mr  C. B. Brown 
Mr  J. P. Hyde 

Association annual dinner 1954 
Left to right: Bob Phillips, Glyn Addis, Ernie Tuck, Don Stratton, Mr  Wintersgill, Peter Hawkins, 

David Page, Mr  Wrenn, David Pratt 



Year Date Venue Guests of Honour 

28 September Hind hotel Mr C. A. Pine 
26 September Hind hotel Mr J. H. Butler                                 .
25 September Hind hotel Mr H.  C. Phillips 
30 September Hind hotel Mr R. Leslie 
6 October Green Dragon hotel Mr J. G. Dunning 
5 October Kilburn School of 

Dancing Mr K. G. Tompkins 
4 October Columbia hotel Mr R. V. S. Ward 
3 October Columbia hotel Mr J. W. Huddart 
2 October Ideal restaurant Mr N. P. Betts 
7 October Hind hotel Mr A. E. Sparrow 

No annual dinner was held in 1973 or in the years up to 1983. The next 
dinner organised was the 50th anniversary dinner held in the Mountbatten 
Hall at the Wrenn School on 30 November 1984. 







ASSOCIATION SPORTS SECTIONS 

The  Association maintains the sporting traditions of the School in that 
several sports sections play under the name of ‘Grammarians’. The  
members of the various teams are not restricted to Old Grammarians, and 
several of the sections now include ladies as playing members. 

Association Football 
Saturday XI - Intermediate Division East Midlands Alliance 
Sunday XI - Division 3 Rushden and District Sunday League 
Under 14 XI and Under 13 XI - Weetabix Youth League 

Bowls 
Men’s and Ladies’ teams affliated to Northants Bowling Association 

Cricket 
1st XI - Division 3 Northants County League 
2nd XI - Division 1 Alliance League 
Sunday XI, Youth XI and Wanderers XI 

Golf 
Occasional inter-House matches 

Ladies Hockey 
Teams in local league 

Lawn Tennis 
Men’s ‘A’ team - Division 3 Northants League 
Ladies’ team - Division 1 East Northants League 
Mixed ‘A’ team - Division 1 East Northants League 

Association 1st X I  in the 1980s 
Back row: Steven Tivy (umpire), Martin Wells, Peter Bounds, Nick Groom, Maurice Edwards, 

Andy Bayes, David Bayes 
Front row: Michael White, Peter Marriott, Tony Nutt ,  Glyn Parker, David Wynn 



Rounders 
Ladies team - Division 2 Kettering Ladies League 
Mixed team - Kettering Mixed League 

Rugby Union Football 
Four regular adult teams plus 4 youth teams 
1st XV - Courage League, East Midlands Division One 
2nd XV - Four Shires Merit Table 

Table Tennis 
Six teams in Wellingborough League 
‘A’ team - Premier Division 



IN MEMORIAM 

The Association memorial sports field is dedicated to the memory of the 
25 Old Grammarians who lost their lives on active service for their country. 
Brief details (given below) of their time at the School, and in the armed 
services, are included in a Memorial Book compiled by Mr  Wrenn which is 
permanently displayed in a glass topped cabinet in the entrance hall of the 
Wrenn School. The  pages of the Book are periodically turned. 

Arthur Ernest ABBOTT 1933-1936 
He left the School in  July 1936 and joined Messrs E. Ward Ltd as an 
automobile electrician apprentice. He volunteered for the RAF on 13 
May 1941. He  died on 28 May 1941 at the Lancaster isolation 
hospital. He  was the only son of Mr & Mrs A. C. Abbott, 43 The 
Drive, Wellingborough. 

William John BERRILL 1 930-1932 
He  left the School in December 1932 and became a dairy farmer. 
At the outbreak of war in 1939 in joined the Northants Regiment 
and served in France, North Africa and Sicily. He  was killed on 
24 April 1945 in the last engagement in which his battalion took 
part and he was buried near the Argenta Gap. He  was the son of 
Mr & Mrs W. Berrill, 40, Northampton Road, Wellingborough. 

Francis Charles (Peter) CAUSEBROOK 193 1-1 934 
Whilst at School he played for the 1st XV. In July 1933 he obtained 
the Oxford School certificate and left in March 1934 to join the staff 
of the Rushden Urban District Council and became an assistant 
sanitary inspector. At the outbreak of war he joined the RAMC. He 
was taken prisoner by the Japanese in 1941 and died sometime in 
1943 in a prison camp on the borders of Siam (Thailand). He was the 
son of Mr & Mrs F.  Causebrook, 2 Gordon Street, Rushden. 



Harold Alma CHEASMAN 1932-1936 
He left the School in July 1936 and joined the staff of Messrs 
Weetabix Ltd as a sales clerk. In 1941 he volunteered for the RAF as 
aircrew and became a Sergeant observer. He was reported missing, 
later killed, in 1943 and was buried in the Nijmegen (Jonkerbos) 
British war cemetery in Holland. He was the son of Mr & Mrs G. W. 
Cheasman, 29 Westfields Street, Higham Ferrers. 

Gordon Ray COE 1932-1936 
In March 1936 he left the School and joined the Ideal Clothiers 
Wellingborough. In June 1941 he joined the RAF and served nearly 
three years in Canada where he was a flying instructor and 
subsequently pilot of a Mosquito aircraft with the rank of Warrant 
Officer. He  was reported missing, later killed, in January 1945 and 
was buried in France. He was the son of  Mr&Mrs G. Coe, 14 Strode 
Road, Wellingborough. 

Jack DUNKLEY 1934-1937 
In September 1937 he left the School to join the staff of Ideal 
Clothiers, Wellingborough. He volunteered for the RAF in 1941 and 
after training at RAF Cranwell became a Sergeant air gunner and saw 
considerable service abroad. He was reported missing, presumed 
killed, on 6 May 1944. He was the son of Mr & Mrs J. G. Dunkley, 
Little Harrowden. 

Gordon George ELDERTON 1933-1 935 
In July 1935 he left School and was employed by the Wellingborough 
Gas Light Company. In January 1942 he joined the Hampshire 
Regiment and served in North Africa. On 22 April 1943 he died ofhis 
wounds and was buried in the Medjez El Bab war cemetery in 
Tunisia. He was the son of Mr & Mrs J .  Elderton, 143 Knox Road, 
Wellingborough. 

Peter Clifford FELCE 1932-1936 
In November 1936 he joined the staff of the Tecnic Boot Co. Rushden 
and in June 1939 volunteered to join the RAF Volunteer Reserve at 
Sywell and was called for war service on 1 September 1939. He was 
commissioned Pilot Officer in June 1941, promoted Flying Officer in 
June 1942 and again promoted to Flight Lieutenant in August 1942. 
In September 1942 he was posted as missing after his 37th 
operational flight. His death was confirmed in October 1942. He was 
the only son of Mr & Mrs F. G. Felce, 68 Wharf Road, Higham 
Ferrers. 



Frederick Walter FURR 1930-1934 
Whilst at the School he played for the 1 st XV and the cricket 1st XI. 
In July 1934 he left and joined the Royal Navy and was posted to 
the China Station in 1935, and returned to the Home Station in 1938. 
In 1939 he was posted, with the rank of telegraphist, to the 
Mediterranean Station and served in H M  Submarine ‘Unbeaten’. 
He was mentioned in despatches in March 1942 for gallantry 
and steadfast devotion to duty. In November 1942 the ‘Unbeaten’ 
was lost while on patrol in the Bay of Biscay. He was the son of 
M r  & Mrs Furr, 2 High Street, Bozeat. 

Harold Philip GARDINER 1930-1934 
He  played for the 1st XV at School, was Victor Ludorum senior 
athletics in 1932 and became a prefect in 1934. In July 1934 he 
entered the RAF at Halton as an aircraft apprentice. He  became a 
Sergeant flight engineer of No 218 (Gold Coast) squadron and in 
August 1942, after a flight over Cologne, crashed in Holland. He  was 
buried in the British cemetry at Jonkersharsck, Nijmegen. he was the 
son of   Mr & Mrs  P. T.  Gardiner, 84, Newcomen Road, 
Wellingborough. 

Anthony Robert GILLITT 1937-1939
In December 1939 he transferred to the High School in Durban and 
in 1942 joined the Hall Line Company as a merchant navy cadet. On 
his second voyage in December 1942 his ship was lost whilst 
proceeding to Bombay and he was reported missing. He was then 
under 17 years of age. He  was the son of Mr & Mrs Gillitt, The 
Lodge, Westfield Place, Near Battle, Sussex. 

Ronald Douglas HALES 1935-1937 
He left the School in 1937 to train as an engineer. In 1942 
he volunteered for aircrew service in the RAF and served 
as a rear gunner in Lancasters. He  was killed during an operational 
flight over France in June 1944 and was buried in a communal 
grave at the cemetery at Bonnalles, near Paris. He was the son of 
Mr & M rs S. M. Hales, 14 Thrift Street, Higham Ferrers. 

Norman Leonard HORNSEY 193 1-1 935 
In December 1935 he joined the staff of Wellingborough 
Co-operative Society and in 1937 entered the Electric Wireless 
School at RAF Cranwell as an apprentice. He was posted to Coastal 
Command in Scotland in 1939 and took part in flying operations over 
the Atlantic, Iceland and Norway. In March 1941 he was promoted to 



Sergeant and posted to Nova Scotia as a wireless instructor. He  was 
killed on 23 October 1941 and was buried at Terrace Hill cemetery, 
Truro, Nova Scotia. He was the son of Mr  & Mrs A. L. Hornsey, 12 
Parkhurst Avenue, Fishponds, Bristol. 

Robert Ralph Eldsden HOWARD 1934-1939 
He was a member of the 1 st XV and was a Kings Scout in the Finedon 
Troop. In July 1939 he obtained an Oxford school certificate and 
in the December left to join the office staff of the LMS railway at 
Kettering. In February 1942 he joined the RAF, became a Sergeant 
navigator, and was posted to North Africa. In August 1943 he was 
reported missing from operations over Italy. He was the son of 
Mr & Mrs  W. Howard, 19 Orchard Road, Finedon. 

Edwin HUDSON 1934-1939 
He played for the 1st XI at cricket and ran for the School at cross 
country. In July 1939 he obtained an Oxford school certificate and 
then joined the office staff of Weetabix Ltd. He joined the RNVR in 
April 1941, was posted to HMS Somali as an ordinary seaman, and 
took part in the early convoys to Murmansk in Northern Russia. After 
training at HMS King Alfred he was commissioned as Sub 
Lieutenant and in 1942 was second-in-command of a motor torpedo 
boat. He  met his death when his ship struck a mine on December 
1942. He was the son of  Mr  & Mrs  E. Hudson, 26 Alma Steet, 
Wellingborough. 

John Arthur Paul LOAKE 1935-1938 
In July 1938 he left the School to join the staff of Rushden 
Co-operative Society as a salesman. He joined the Royal Lancers in 
November 1942 and served as a driver in the armoured section until 
he was killed in May 1944. He was buried in the Naples military 
cemetery. He was the son of Mr & Mrs A. Loake, 23 Church Street, 
Rushden. 

Richard Saxby MUTIMER 1932-1936 
He left the School in July 1936 to join the staff ofwagon Repairs Ltd, 
Wellingborough. In 1937 he began regular service in the RAF and 
became a Sergeant navigator. He served in Bomber Command and 
was killed while flying over Malta in August 1941. In February 1942 
he was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal. He 
was the son ofMr & Mrs  L. Mutimer, 25 Broadway, Wellingborough. 



Raymond Reginald NORMAN 1933-1 937 
Whilst at the School he played for the ‘Under 15’XV and in February 
1937 he left to join the staff of the Stanton Iron Company. He 
volunteered for the RAF and completed his aircrew training in 
Canada and became a Sergeant pilot. He was reported missing in 
1943. He was the son of Mr&Mrs  R. Norman, 204 Jubilee Crescent, 
Wellingborough. 

Raymond George OSBORNE 1933-1936 
He left the School in July 1936 and joined the staff of Wollaston 
Co-operative Society. In 1941 he joined the RAF and trained as a 
pilot in Canada and the USA, later going to Africa for a course in 
navigation. In 1944 his aircraft was brought down when returning 
from operations over Southern Germany. He was buried in the 
British military cemetery at Bad Toels, Durnbach, near Munich. He 
was the son of   Mr  &  Mrs  W. Osborne, 104 Mill Road, 
Wellingborough. 

Brian Terence PECK 1939-1942 
He left the School in July 1942 and joined the office staff at PX Ltd, 
Rushden. He  joined the Northamptonshire Regiment in June 1944 
and transferred to the Royal Scots in 1945. He was killed during the 
crossing of the Rhine on 24 March 1945 and was buried in the 
Reichswald Forest British military cemetery in Germany. He was the 
elder son of  Mr&Mrs  G. C. Peck, 28 North Drive, Great Yarmouth. 

Colin Roderick PENNESS 1935-1940 
In 1940 he joined the staff of the Tecnic Boot Co. and in March 1943 
joined the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (REME). 
From September 1943 to March 1944 he served in North Africa and 
then in Italy, where he was killed in September 1944 in the battle of 
the Gothic Line. He was buried in the British war cemetery at 
Montechio in Northern Italy. He was the son of Mr&Mrs  J. Penness, 
71 Newton Road, Rushden. 

Douglas Arthur PRIGMORE 193 1-1 935 
He left the School in July 1935 to take up clerical work and in 
February 1937 enlisted in the Royal Dragoon Guards. He embarked 
for the Middle East in September 1938.He died of wounds after the 
battle for Bhenghazi in July 1942 and was buried in the El Alamein 
military cemetery. He was the son of  Mr & Mrs  F. Prigmore, 
24 St. Barnabas Street, Wellingborough. 



John Harry SHARP 1934-1939 
He was a member of the 1 st XV and was an outstanding swimmer and 
gymnast. After obtaining his school certificate he left the School i n  
July 1939 and joined the staff of the National Provincial Bank, 
Wellingborough. In 1942 he volunteered for the Fleet Air Arm and in 
the following year was commissioned as a pilot. In 1944 he was 
attached to the Allied Naval H Q a t  Hamburg and was promoted to 
Lieutnant. In 1949 he was granted a permanent commission. He was 
killed in an operational flight over Korea in June, 1951. He was the 
son of Mr & Mrs  R. Sharp, 56 Gordon Road, Wellingborough. 

Norman Perkins SHARPE 1933-1939 
He obtained an Oxford school certificate in July 1938 and became a 
School prefect. He was a member of the 1 st XV. He left in June 1939 
and joined the staff of the Midland Bank. In 1942 he was an officer 
cadet at Sandhurst and was commissioned in the 2nd Northants 
Yeomanry RAC. He  was one of the first to go to Normandy and was 
killed on 30 June 1944. He  was buried at Le-Gaule near Cheux and 
re-interred at the St. Manvieu British cemetery south east of Bayeux, 
France. He was the son of  Mr&Mrs  S. Sharpe, 24 College Street, 
Irthlingborough. 

Robert William Harker TROATH 1932-1938
He played for the 1st XV and excelled at P T  and boxing. He was a 
King's Scout in the School troop. He gained an Oxford school 
certificate and in April 1938 joined the staff of Lloyds Bank. He 
joined the Navy in 1942 and Served on HMS Ledbury. He was 
commissioned and served on HMS Cottilian and later on HMS 
Ganilly, in which he lost his life when it struck a mine off the 
Normandy coast in 1942. The Troath history and geography prizes at 
the School were founded to preserve his memory. He was the second 
son of Mr & Mrs  L. Troath, 89 Northampton Road, Wellingborough. 
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